
J. Kenneth Herr 

 
Joseph Kenneth "Ken" Herr, 88, of Ephrata Manor, and formerly of 340 Warren 

Street, New Holland, passed away on 13 October 2008 at Ephrata Manor. Born in 

Mil-lersville on 11 September 1920, he was the son of Olive M. Harnish and 

Samuel F. Herr. In July 2008, Ken was preceded in death by his wife of 62 years, 
Corinne E. Thumma, and by brothers Marvin and Myers, and by sisters Olive 

Kellish and Lola Rote. He is survived by four children, Jeffrey K. Herr and Karen 

C. Seiple of New Holland, Kevin J. Herr of Friendship Community Home in 
Lancaster, and Claudia S. Beebe of Landenberg. Ken is also survived by five 

grandchildren (Adam and Amanda Seiple; Jessica, Tommy, and Kenny Beebe), 

and one great-grandchild (Jacob Seiple).  

 
Ken was a 1939 graduate of Penn Manor High School, where he was elected to All-County basketball 

teams in 1938 and 1939, and won the Best Athlete Award in his junior and senior years. He was 

honored last week by induction into the 7th class of the Wall of Honor at Penn Manor. 
 

Ken entered Millersville State Teachers College in 1939, located across the street from his home. As a 
teenager he played sports at the college and avidly watched football, basketball and baseball teams 

practice. The basketball coach often asked him to keep score at games on a blackboard in the gym. 
Later, as a freshman, Ken played basketball for the 1939-40 State Teachers College Conference state 

championship team, and as a sophomore he played fullback on Millersville's only undefeated football 

team in 1940. The Washington Post cited this team as the best small college team in the nation.  
 

Ken left college in June 1942, after his third year, to become a member of the US Army's formidable 
79th Infantry Division - the Cross of Lorraine - where he served in the 904th Field Artillery Battalion. 

During his four combat campaigns in the European Theater, his unit was instrumental in the liberation 
of Cherbourg, landing on Utah Beach 8 days after D-Day, and leading to the unit's Meritorious Service 

commendation. Kenneth was the recipient of individual medals, including the Good Conduct Medal, for 

"Efficiency, Honor, and Fidelity," and the Bronze Star Medal, for "Heroic or Meritorious Achievement." 
The Bronze Star is the fourth-highest combat award of the U.S. Armed Forces. Ken was honorably 

discharged in 1953, at the rank of First Sergeant, after serving 8 additional years in the US Army's 
Standby Reserve. 

 
After the war, Ken returned to Millersville and graduated with a B.S. in Industrial Arts in 1947.  

 

Ken met his future wife at Penn Manor through an introduction by his sister, Lola, when they were still 

in high school. While Ken was stationed in Europe during the War, Corinne wrote him love letters 

almost daily. After returning from the war, Ken and Corinne were married on 25 May 1946 at the First 
United Methodist Church of Millersville. 

 
Kenneth arrived in New Holland in the Fall of 1947 with two purposes: "to teach and coach 

basketball," activities that he would pursue for more than 35 years. He was a teacher and department 
head of industrial arts at New Holland High, then Garden Spot High, until his retirement in 1982. His 

legacy at the school is legendary, and the friendships he formed there were deep. He initiated the first 

driver-education class at New Holland High in 1950, convinced Sauder Chevrolet to donate a new car 
each year to the program, which he himself taught for a total of 46 years. He coached the varsity boys 

basketball team from 1947-1961, and coached the varsity boys baseball team from 1951-1956. The 
1950 basketball team won the class-C PA State Championship and may still hold the state record for 

most points scored (127) in a game. He did all of this while serving as the Athletic Director from 1963-
1982. 

 

Ken and his wife were also devoted servants of the church to which they belonged. Ken served as 
caretaker and grave digger for St. Stephen Church, was a choir member, Sunday school teacher and 

Sunday school superintendent, a member of the consistory, serving as deacon, elder and president. 
He was president and teacher of the "9:15 Class," an adult Bible study group, and was always 

involved in New Holland Farm Show activities for the church. 

 

Ken also realized that he had important contributions to make in his beloved community of New 

 



Holland, and he gave generously of his time. He served as co-chairman for New Holland Community 

Chest Drive in 1955, leading to the founding of the New Holland Community Park in 1956. He was the 
first manager of New Holland Community Park and Pool, and served for 19 years. Ken volunteered at 

Ephrata Manor with Corinne, where they both became residents 20 years later.  

 

He was honored by the New Holland Jaycees Distinguished Service Award for community service in 
1970, the Garden Spot Athletic Association Award, and was honored in 1996 by local businessman 

Steve Loewen for outstanding service to the park, school, church and community. This honor is 

memorialized on a plaque in the New Holland Community Park. 
 

Ken and Corinne were a great team when it came to their hobbies. Corinne provided the artistic 

touches to Ken's woodworking through her lovely oil and wood painting. The couple has made 

hundreds of wooden models and decorations that can be seen all over New Holland. Ken and Corinne 
were an inseparable pair that gave of their time, talent and treasure at every opportunity. When 

something needed to be done, Ken quietly did it. Ken was always happy to listen and give advice 

when he thought it was needed. "A lot of kids later told me that they learned from me, even if they 
didn't want to at the time." When asked recently why he works so hard for his family, church and 

community, he said, "I like to help people and I believe that God wants us to be kind to others." 
 

An open-casket visitation will be held Friday 17 October from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Groff-High Funeral 
Home, 145 W. Main Street, New Holland, and on Saturday 18 October from 9:00-11:00 AM at St. 

Stephen's United Church of Christ. Funeral and graveside burial services will be held Saturday 18 

October at St. Stephen's United Church of Christ at 11:00 AM. 
 

In lieu of flowers, Ken asked that contributions be made to Friendship Community Home, 1149 East 
Oregon Road, Lititz, PA 17543. 

 


