
 
Barbara Marie Nichols, devoted daughter, sister, wife, and friend, 64, passed away on Tuesday, June 

10, 2008 at her home in Lancaster Township after a brave year-long battle with cancer.  
 

Known to her family and friends as ?Bobbie,? she was the daughter of the late William E. Breen and 

the late Edith M. Parmer Breen. She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Dr. Paul H. 

Nichols, who died in 2005. 

 
Bobbie was born in Lancaster on October 13, 1943, and was raised in the Lancaster area until her 

father, who was employed by RCA, was transferred to the New Jersey plant in 1957. The Breens lived 
in the friendly town of Morris Plains, in Morris County, where Bobbie graduated from Morristown High 

School in 1961.  

 
An accomplished musician, she played French Horn for several symphonies, bands and orchestras in 

New Jersey and in Lancaster County. 
 

While in New Jersey, she studied secretarial skills at the Berkley School of Business. She was 
employed as a secretary and took courses at Fairleigh Dickinson University in Madison. Later, she 

returned to the Lancaster area and graduated from Millersville State College (now Millersville 

University) in 1973 as a non-traditional student where she obtained her Bachelor of Science degree 
with an emphasis in Elementary Education in Music. She was employed by the Business Office at 

Millersville and was later offered a position in the Alumni Services Office. Prior to retirement in 1998, 
her title was Assistant Director of Alumni Services at Millers-ville.  

 
While at Millersville, she met Dr. Paul Nichols, the Chair of the Earth Sciences Department, who would 

later become her husband. They were married for more than a quarter of a century. 

 
Bobbie enjoyed travel, and she and Paul took many wonderful trips abroad. Together, they designed a 

custom solar heated home in Lancaster Township that was one of the first of its kind. The solarium on 
the back of their home contained many exotic plants that Bobbie nurtured for many years. This indoor 

garden included a running stream populated by fish. Bobbie was also a talented chef and often 
dreamed of becoming a professional. From childhood, she had a passion for automobiles and was very 

knowledgeable about their designs and care. A lifelong animal lover, she had a particularly strong 

affection for German Shepherd dogs.  
 

Bobbie is survived by her beloved German Shepherd canine companion of more than 11 years, Liesel; 
her two sisters, Sally J. Vincent of Quarryville, wife of Robert G. Vincent; and Cynthia J. Breen Vogel 

of Lancaster, wife of Mark A. Vogel. Bobbie, Sally and Cindy have always had a particularly close 
relationship that has remained strong throughout the years. Bobbie is also survived by two 

stepdaughters, Ruth M. Nichols of New Hampshire, and Cynthia A. Nichols of Ephrata, Pennsylvania. 

In addition, she is survived by her nephew, Christopher W. Vincent of Lititz, husband of Vanessa 
Caldwell Vincent, and the loving cousins and many friends who have shared her life.  

A Funeral Service will be held on Monday, June 16, 2008 at 11:00 A.M. at the Kearney A. Snyder 
Funeral Home, 141 E. Orange St., Lancaster, PA. Friends may call at the funeral home on Monday 

from 10:00 A.M. until the time of the service. Interment in the Millers-ville Mennonite Cemetery. If 
desired, in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Hospice of Lancaster County, 685 Good Drive, 

PO Box 4125. Lancaster, PA 17604-4125. 

 
For other information or to send an online condolence to the family, visit our website at 

www.kearneyasnyderfuneralho...  

 


