
Robert H. Thompson Sr. Retired Senior Lieutenant for Lancaster City Police 

 
Robert H. Thompson Sr., 86, of Lancaster, passed away at Lancaster General Hospital on 

Friday, December 26, 2008. He was born in Lancaster and was the son of the late John 

Thompson and Julia (Keller) Thompson-Swartz.  

 
He was the husband of the late Carola V. (Kloidt) Thompson who died January 13, 2001. They 

celebrated 53 years of marriage. 

 
Robert retired July 4, 2003 after 53 years of service as a Senior Lieutenant with the Lancaster 

City Police Department and Administrative Assistant to the Chief of Police. His career started in 

1950 because of his business administration training and short hand abilities. Later the Police 

Department learned of his abilities in photography and he became the first official 
photographer for the City Police. Thompson handled administrative and fiscal duties for eight 

Chiefs of Police. He also designed the first photo lab for the Police Department on a $2500 

budget. In 1957, he published an article "The Camera as an Arm of Justice" for the 
Professional Photographer Magazine. He also was the first to use a computer bringing his own 

into the Police Dept. He helped train many officers in the techniques of photographic evidence.  
 

Robert was a Veteran of WWII serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He held the rank of Staff 
Sergeant and his position was to teach photo reconnaissance from B-29 Bombers.  

 

Robert was a 1940 midyear graduate from JP McCaskey High School, graduate of Lancaster 
Business School, the Air Force School of Photography, and the School of Modern Photography 

in NYC.  
 

Robert was of the Catholic faith. He was a lifetime member of the Lancaster Elks Lodge #134, 
Fraternal Order of Police, and Robert loved spending time with his family.  

 

Surviving; a son Robert H. Thompson Jr. husband of Sandi M. of Lancaster, a grandson Robert 
Christian Thompson husband of Melissa, granddaughter Nicole Thompson and two great 

grandchildren Christina and Avery. He was preceded in death by a grandson Jay Kreider.  
 

Relatives and friends are respectively invited to attend the Funeral Service from the Charles F. 
Snyder Funeral Home, 414 E. King St. Lancaster, PA, 717-393-9661, on Wednesday, 

December 31, 2008 at 11am with Rev. Leo Goodman officiating. Friends may pay their 

respects to the family from 10-11am at the funeral home. Military Honors will be accorded by 

the Lancaster Red Rose Honor Guard and the Lancaster City Police Department. Interment will 

take place from St. Anthony's Catholic Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions in 
Robert's memory may be made to The Lancaster City Police Foundation, c/o Lancaster City 

Police, 39 W. Chestnut St. Lancaster, PA 17603. To send the family online condolences please 
visit www.snyderfuneralhome.com 


