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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRIOR
To greet 2018, I’m using my Message to
provide answers to questions Members
have asked me. Rather than respond to
individual inquiries on an impromptu basis
– and in the interest of overall transparency
– I would like to shed light on several areas.

efforts beyond
oblations and
events. Findings then go
to the Chapter
for review and
approval.

Let me explain how the Order and the
Priory are organized. The governing body
is the Grand Council, consisting of the
Great Officers and the Prior of each of the
11 Priories. (Some Priories are located in
countries that have a Governor General
appointed by Her Majesty. The Governor
General is then the Prior, and the Chancellor of that Priory functions as the de facto
Prior.) As U.S. Prior, I am the Priory’s senior
official, and as such a member of the Grand
Council, attending its yearly meetings.

I am often
Palmer C. Hamilton, KStJ
asked about
the honors system and how it works. I chair
the Priory Honors and Awards Committee,
which, in total confidence, reviews not only
nominations for membership in the Order
(due March 15th) but also promotions. The
Committee’s members are Douglas Paul,
KStJ, (our Chancellor); A. Marshall Acuff Jr.,
GCStJ, (our former Prior); Polly Coreth, and
Isabel Wallop, DStJ (Mountain States Chair).

Our Priory has a “board,” known as the Chapter, consisting of 21 Confrères from across
the country. The Chapter has a Nominations Committee named by and chaired by
the Prior, or his designee. That Committee
nominates Members to the Chapter and the
Prior, who serves a three-year term and can
serve two terms. Reelected in June 2017, I
will serve another two and a half years. The
Grand Prior is the final authority on the naming of a Prior, and can also remove a Prior.

One of the most enjoyable aspects of my
position is simultaneously one of the most
onerous as well. While it is wonderful to
recognize the service our Members render,
the honors process makes for difficult
choices in many cases. No exact formula
is applied. Factors taken into account are
years of service, the nature of the service,
commitment to funding the Hospital, leadership within the Priory, locally and nationally, and St John Volunteer Corps service.

The Priory has officers who may or may not
be on the Chapter, including the Chancellor, Treasurer, Secretary, Sub-Prelate, and
Hospitaller, and Vice Chancellors with
specific portfolios (new Members and the
Volunteer Corps). There are several ad hoc
committees. Headed by former Chancellor
Polly Coreth, DStJ, one reviews fundraising proposals from individual Members
and Regions. It was formed to coordinate
fundraising efforts and to maximize the
Priory’s contributions to the Hospital
Group’s professed needs and priorities. The
committee must approve all fundraising

Each case is carefully and prayerfully considered. This occurs in the weeks following the
nominations deadline. Both membership
and promotion recommendations go to
London in late May or early June. Her Majesty the Queen then must sign off on them.
This overview of the Priory’s internal operations is somewhat limited, but I hope it
gives Members some idea of how we operate. A healthy organization is a transparent
one. I would be happy to supplement this
via e-mail with information on an individual basis.

WELCOME TO MICHELE BLAIR, PRIORY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
What most attracted Michele Blair to the position of Executive
Director were the two worlds in which the Order operates –
the chivalrous and the charitable. Her life has been informed
by both. As a lifelong Episcopalian, Michele was brought up by
her parents to know the importance of kindness, sharing and
generosity. Today, these values still guide her in the decisions
she makes and her interactions with others.

ence as a grantor
of money will hold
her in good stead
as a seeker of it. As
she says, “My goal
as Executive Director of the Priory
will be to find that
‘sweet spot’ among Michele Blair and Diana McCormick: A dynamic duo!
corporate and
other foundations – organizations that share the Order’s direct
(or indirect) goals.”

Growing up in the Kansas part of Kansas City, Michele sat with
family in the same pew every Sunday. She says, “It was during
this time that I learned the role of the church and religion in
bringing people with very different backgrounds together.
And I grew to love the history and the protocol of the church.”

Michele met her husband Dan in Washington. He also has had
a career in public service, and now works as a senior counselor at a DC-based bipartisan think tank. Michele volunteers
for several charitable organizations, and loves to entertain
and cook for her friends, who she terms “very understanding
guinea pigs” for new recipes. She also gardens and loves travel.
She and Dan have always had, she says, “a cat or two.”

Intending to become a city manager, she attended the University of Kansas and graduated with a B.A. in Political Science
and Public Administration. Early on, though, she fell victim to
“Potomac Fever” and after working for a summer in Washington, DC, she returned to work for Senator Bob Dole, and then
the Department of Commerce. Michele was definitely not in
Kansas anymore!

While Michele’s high-flying experience in the corporate world is
impressive, she is eager to combine that with her practical and
professional experience in service to the Order’s world. She says,
“The biggest challenge right now is restoring Members’ confidence in the day-to-day operations and management of the
organization. And while there is much to be done in 2018, our
small but mighty team is up to the task.” Welcome words!

The corporate world beckoned, and because of her government affairs experience in communication, advocacy and
coalition-building, Michele was well prepared for her chosen
career in corporate responsibility and philanthropy. For 17
years, she was the Manager of Government Affairs for HewlettPackard and COMPAQ Computer Corporation, and then joined
TE Connectivity, where she led the TE Connectivity Foundation
and the Corporate Responsibility program. Michele’s experi-

MEET THE GRAND COUNCIL
Members may have heard of the grandly-named Grand Council, but perhaps do
not know what it consists of, and why.
The Prior explains this in his Message, on
page 1. The Council’s yearly meeting rotates among Priories around the world.
At this gathering, the worldwide work of
the Order is discussed and regulated.

Karen Miller Lamb, DStJ

This year, from May 23rd to the 25th,
the Priory in the USA is honored to host
this exclusive gathering, which is being
organized by the Richmond Region.
Ground central will be in the heart of
Colonial Williamsburg at the Williamsburg Lodge. We feel it most appropriate that the Council meets in the city
where our Founding Fathers established
democratic representative government.
An exciting program is in place for our
international guests, who will include
Grand Prior HRH The Duke of Gloucester,
KG, GCVO:

• Welcoming reception and ceremony
•
•
The Colonial Governor’s Palace in spring.
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by Virginia Indians at Evelynton Plantation
Special service held at the historic
Bruton Parish Church
Reception and dinner at the College
of William and Mary in the 17th century Wren Building
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• Private tour in the restored area of
Colonial Williamsburg
• Tour of Jamestown, the first permanent English Colony
• Visit to the DeWitt Wallace Gallery,
Colonial Williamsburg’s “attic”

The premier event will be a formal dinner on Friday, May 25th, at the restored
Colonial Governor’s Palace. For the
first time ever, an opportunity is being offered for a few U.S. Confrères to
represent our Priory by participating in
the Grand Council program as patrons
of specific events. Sponsorships start
at $2500 per person. Members of the
Priory who might have an interest in
hosting – and, of course, attending –
events should contact Diana McCormick
at 202-510-9691 for details.
Ellen LeCompte, OStJ,
Richmond Region Chair

THE ORDER OF ST JOHN

AH, TO BE IN ENGLAND: ELLEN METZGER LECOMPTE, CSTJ
As a schoolgirl, Ellen Metzger fell in love – not with a boy, but
with an entire nation. From the get-go, Ellen was primed to
love and respect old places, having grown up in the National
Historic Landmark town of Waterford, Virginia. She attended
St. Margaret’s School, where she was steeped in the Anglican
tradition and developed a real appreciation for the liturgy and
music of the church. Ellen says, “There is a reassuring serenity
to all that gives strength during the darkest times.”

historic and chivalric aspects, and the medical help it provides
for endangered children and women in the Middle East.
Ellen says, “Though I love the Order’s pomp and circumstance
and its international charity work, I think the real attraction is
that it offers a unique avenue for coexistence and tolerance in
a part of the world torn by political and religious differences
for over 1,000 years. Quite simply, it is a platform for collaboration between the Palestinians and Israelis, and hope for so
many caught in generations of mistrust.” Some years ago, the
LeComptes realized their dream of visiting the Hospital, and
were struck by how crucial the Priory’s fundraising efforts are
for the huge number of people in need.

As a child, Ellen absorbed British history at her mother’s knee,
and passionately read stories about “The Great and Good
of Britain.” She escaped the hot, humid Virginia summers to
explore England and Ireland with a like-minded aunt. So when
Ellen received an English-Speaking Union SSE Scholarship to
the Lawnside School for Girls in the beautiful Malvern Hills
of England’s Midlands, she was ready for an experience that
profoundly affected her life and career. Ellen claims to have
relished every aspect of daily life at Lawnside, even the frigid
power cuts in February 1972 during the miners’ strike. As
she says, “I acquired the valuable skill of getting completely
dressed under the bed covers!”
Ellen graduated from William and Mary, where she met and
later married Pettus LeCompte, of Richmond, Virginia. He was
swiftly converted to Anglophilia. She spent five years in banking, leaving that career when the first of their two sons was
born. Time passed, and her personal avocation for all things
English became a profession. After she successfully organized
a “40th Birthday Girls’ Getaway” to London, a Richmond travel
agency hired her as a UK specialist travel professional. The
timing was right, and within five years she had started her
own company, called LeCompte Travel, which organizes small,
customized special interest tours with personalized themes
such as Masterpiece Theatre, historical events, horticulture,
and architecture.

Ellen and Pettus LeCompte, OStJ, in the London Eye.

Now the Richmond Regional Chair and a Chapter Member,
Ellen is overseeing a project that combines her love for the
Order and William and Mary with the history of Virginia and
the nation. As Chair of the Host Committee for the 2018 Grand
Council, she feels that not only is it a lovely venue, but Colonial
Williamsburg also represents the earliest beginnings of the U.S.
She says, “The streets guests will walk on are the same ones
that some of our Founding Fathers strolled along. These were
men who believed in the Rule of Law and forged the first representative democratic nation. Their vision and commitment
to change the world as it was then with their revolutionary
ideas of freedom and independence will, I hope, serve as an
inspiration to the Grand Council.”

When she is not working, Ellen’s pastimes are her three granddaughters, reading (about England, naturally), architecture
and gardening. According to Pettus, “She gets on the plane
first and asks where it is going second.” Their next destination
is Tanzania, in February.
While a great aficionado of international travel, Ellen is firmly
rooted in improving the world locally by serving on many Richmond committees and boards for schools, preservation and
historic sites. Yet Britain remains her first love. She says, “Sharing
my passion and knowledge of its hidden gems as well as constantly learning about new places and people is my lifeblood.
Every time I go to London, I try to do at least one new thing –
and even after 50 years, the ‘to-do’ list is still pretty long!”

When Council concludes, Ellen will no doubt retreat to the
old country, where the LeComptes own Pear Tree Cottage, an
early 18th century stone cottage in the Cotswolds. She calls it
“our bolt hole”: “This tiny little place is where we can recharge
and totally relax. I go to catch my breath, putter in the garden
and enjoy the quiet village life.” Thus, the past is present; the
little girl who dreamed of the knights of old has brought her
life full circle, helping to bring chivalry and good works into
the 21st century.

Given her interest in England and the Anglican Church, it was
only natural and a matter of time before Ellen gravitated towards
the Order of St John. Fellow Richmonders A. Marshall Acuff Jr.,
GCStJ, and Palmer Garson, OStJ, introduced Ellen and Pettus
to the Order, knowing they would appreciate both the Order’s

Karen Miller Lamb, DStJ
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THE HOSPITAL AS SA
In April, the Priory plans a pilgrimage to Jerusalem led by Canon
Nicholas T. Porter, KStJ, a well-known expert on Jerusalem who
has led our pilgrimages with great success. He lived in Jerusalem
for many years and, as founder and Executive Director of Jerusalem Peacebuilders, frequently visits the city. We are fortunate to
have him as our leader.

they found the 2,000-bed St John Hospital in full operation. Now,
the Hospital’s remains have been transformed into a walk-in eye
clinic in Jerusalem’s Christian Quarter that fully integrates the
Hospital’s history and current mission. This year’s pilgrimage will
allow us to better understand what inspired the formation of the
Knights of St John, the city itself, and most importantly the history and current work of SJEHG.

A pilgrimage is defined as “a journey, especially a long one, made
to some sacred place.” Ours fits this definition on all counts. All
who have gone on pilgrimage have come away inspired by the
amazing holy sites venerated by Christians, Muslims, and Jews
throughout history, and by St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital
Group (SJEHG) and its work.

My wife, Elizabeth, and I look forward to participating this year and
coming under the spell of Jerusalem. I hope every Member of our
Priory will at one time go privately or on pilgrimage and see firsthand the incredible work being done by SJEHG.

Douglas L. Paul, KStJ, Priory Chancellor

When members of the First Crusade arrived in Jerusalem in 1099,

A TRANSFORMING EXPERIENCE

FOOTPRINTS ON OUR HEARTS

We have always been
impressed when
hearing Confrères
describe their visit
to the Eye Hospital
in Jerusalem as “life
changing.” While any
trip to the Holy Land
and Hospital may
The Coes at the Monastery of St George of Kosiba.
have that effect, it is
even more so when you are part of a Priory pilgrimage.

Prior to joining the pilgrimage, Caroleen Williams, MStJ, (no
relation) and I spent three days at the Hospital. We toured the
site of the original hospital (the Muristan), then being remodeled, to encompass a walk-in eye clinic, a garden, and a small
cafe. We visited facilities in Hebron, Anabta, and Gaza, and
joined a mobile outreach unit in a trip to Sinjel, a remote area
in the West Bank.
We were immensely impressed by the recent construction
projects, particularly the openings of new hospitals in Hebron
and Gaza (the first new building in that area since the Hamas
takeover 10 years earlier).

This is not to discount the knowledge gained on a business
visit, or even one simply for pleasure. Yet a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land and the Hospital offers a spiritual aspect that
transforms the experience. The Order provides an unparalleled
spiritual leader and guide in Rev’d Canon Porter, who has an
encyclopedic knowledge of the history, culture, and religions
of the region.

Everywhere, the high
level of professionalism was outstanding,
particularly in the
mobile outreach
units, which serve
isolated areas and
typically examine
from 75 to 100 paAlbert Williams (3rd row, 3rd from r.) and fellow
tients a day. All ages
pilgrims at the Hospital.
crowd the waiting
rooms, patiently waiting to be examined and we witnessed
children, mothers, and fathers receiving sight-saving treatment. We also saw the warm welcome shown the medical
team by local mayors and other city officials.

We were inspired by the Hospital personnel in Jerusalem. They
work not only to overcome common medical and bureaucratic
problems, but additional bureaucratic nightmares peculiar to
the area. The staff’s daily work is a demonstration of acts for
the faith and in the service of humanity.
We visited some of the holiest sites of our faith, and the experience was made more meaningful within a group context,
guided by a gifted priest and friend. We witnessed SJEHG’s relentless efforts and small triumphs in the face of obstacles that
could easily cause despair and defeat. Upon our return, we felt
an excitement in wanting to share what we had experienced.
We were not surprised when we found ourselves using that
term “life changing” in our own conversations!

Caroleen and I were touched – and inspired – to see that the
Order’s footprint in the Holy Land is almost everywhere. There
is scarcely a Palestinian who did not have at least one family
member treated for an eye problem. We came home feeling
even more blessed to be able to support the Hospital Group.

Anthony C. Coe, OStJ, and Marcia Coe, MD

Albert N. Williams, MStJ
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ACRED DESTINATION
UNEXPECTED PLEASURES

streets for automotive transportation, and are packed with
pilgrims from all over the world. You are overwhelmed with
emotion.

Although I had been to Israel and the West Bank 20 years ago,
this trip was different. It was not only a pilgrimage to holy
sites, but a visit to the Hospital, which as a Confrère I have long
supported. My daughter Kent and I decided to experience it all
together for the first time.

Canon Porter often gave us a rare treat, such as taking us to
a private area inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre where
archeologists have found a picture drawn by pilgrims from
around 100 AD. Because of this drawing, we now know that the
Temple Mount site is authentic. (Nicholas smilingly explained to
us that many sites in the Holy Land are “as the Church remembers” rather than where things may have actually happened.)

The pilgrimage was truly spiritual, since it was led by Father
Porter, who certainly knows his Bible! He wore us down to the
bone (in a good sense), and we saw almost all of Jerusalem. I
was relieved to be wearing really comfortable, although really
ugly, shoes. At day’s end, it was very pleasurable to be ensconced at the historic American Colony Hotel.

We experienced 2,000 years of history, visiting spots where Jesus and his parents lived their daily lives. We sailed (and I swam
in) the Sea of Galilee and strolled through the desert where
the Dead Sea scrolls were found. We visited a monastery,
walking down a canyon and riding a donkey on the return. We
never saw the monastery, as the monk was not in the mood!

Speaking of shoes, Nicholas informed us that while
visiting religious sites, you
do not cross your legs when
you sit. Showing the soles of
your shoes indicates extreme
disrespect and you could be
chastised, which ultimately
some of our number were.
Familiar with local customs
(Photo by Kent Gladstone, OStJ)
and manners, Nicholas saved
us many an embarrassing situation.

The highlight of our trip was a visit to the Muristan Clinic. The
view from the top terrace is spectacular and was a fitting close
to our pilgrimage. It inspired me to return to see how much
the Hospitals will have improved.
Kent Gladstone, OStJ

THE STONE THAT THE BUILDERS REJECTED

We visited SJEHG hospitals and were reassured that the funds
the Priory raises are extremely well used. The hospitals are
modern, neat and clean, the doctors a lovely and efficient lot,
and the patients polite and pleased to see us. Lots of smiles
and happy faces, which I did not expect. At the Anabta Centre
we were even served coffee and cookies by the patients! The
staff and medical personnel are extremely efficient in moving
patients through the system. We could use some of that expertise in this country!

My father and I had been praying inside the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, when we stopped beside Golgotha, with its open
limestone side. The church is set inside a stone-quarry pit and
the hill is artificial, created by quarrying away all the limestone
around it.

I would love to go back, providing I am still on two feet. With
humor and depth, Father Nicholas is knowledgeable on every
level, and greatly added to the experience of travel with such
like-minded fellow pilgrims.
Lorna Gladstone, PhD, CStJ
From the Belvoir Castle, a former fortification of the Order, Canon Porter overlooks
the Jordan River Valley.

PILGRIMAGE AS INSPIRATION

But why was this hill of
stone left? Taking a closer
look, we saw that the stone
was spoiled, damaged by
water seeping through
cracks and was unfit for
building and masonry.
Our guide then read Psalm
188: 22: “The stone that
the builders rejected has
become the keystone. This
is the Lord’s doing and it is
marvelous in our eyes.”

Our trip was unforgettable. Lavender grows wild and olive trees
are unavoidable. Jerusalem is an infusion of many beliefs and
cultures: In the Palestinian Christian section near the Old City
walls, we were awakened by the Muslim call to prayer, at 5 am.

The scales then fell from my soul, as I realized that the spoiled
stone of Golgotha was the fulfillment of the Psalm’s ancient
prophecy. Christ Jesus had lived and died and lives now be-

The Old City is like something out of a novel, with very few

THE STONE THE BUILDERS REJECTED CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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PEACE IN SIGHT: A DREAM AND AN OPPORTUNITY

which were well
organized and run
by top experts in
the field. We were
thrilled to learn
about the latest
research. Our Poster
Presentation on
inherited genetic
Diana McCormick helps Dr. AlSweity (l.) and Dr.
eye conditions in
set up their presentation for the Washington,
Palestine went well, Altalbishi
DC lunch. (Photo by Howard Pyle, CStJ)
and many people
approached us to discuss collaboration opportunities.

Peace in Sight is a new initiative we at St John of Jerusalem Eye
Hospital Group have generated to showcase our vital research
in Palestine. In November, Dr. Yahya AlSweity and I travelled
to America to attend the annual meeting of the American
Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO) in New Orleans. We were
sponsored by the Priory in the USA.
The dream began when our Medical Director asked us to submit research work to be presented at the meeting. Only 40%
of abstracts submitted are selected, so we knew it was a highly
competitive opportunity. We were delighted that we were one
of the few who made the cut!

Yet the greatest excitement was to come: We were awarded a
Best Poster label in our category, given only to a small number
of the 500 Posters presented! At the concluding reception, we
met many St John Members and updated them on the Hospital.

A few days before, we arrived in Washington, DC, and at a
Priory headquarters lunch hosted by Victoria Sheffield, DStJ,
and Howard Pyle, CStJ, met some of the people who made
our trip possible. We briefed them on Hospital developments,
focusing on our genetics research project. It was great to feel
their warm feelings towards people in Palestine.

Our visit to America and the AAO meeting was a rich educational experience that will reflect positively on our daily clinical
practice and help us develop research capabilities. It will also
open channels of collaboration. We have much to learn from the
world on best practice in ophthalmic research and, as we are the
only institution researching eye disease in Palestine, the world
has much to learn from us. Special thanks to Victoria and all our
US Priory supporters for making our dream come true!

Unlike regular DC tourists, we were most excited to visit the
National Eye Institute, the National Library of Medicine and the
International Eye Foundation, of which Victoria is President and
CEO. This was a fantastic chance to learn about their projects.
We next traveled to New Orleans. Since we are retina specialists, our priority was to attend Retina Subspecialty sessions,

Dr. Ala’a AlTalbishi

MAXIMIZING A POWERFUL SPEAKER
Even wildfires could not prevent David
Verity, MD, OStJ, from making his fiveday tour of California, where he enthralled Confrères with his energy and
commitment to St John of Jerusalem
Eye Hospital Group. He shared insights
into how SJEHG surmounts the challenge of delivering first-world medical
care in a third-world zone of conflict.
From Los Angeles, I worked side-byside to organize the trip with Regional
Chairs Nigel Heath, CStJ (San Francisco),
and Kendall Squires, KStJ, and Andrew
Brooks, KStJ (San Diego). Thomas Cerruti, MStJ, Bruce Spivey, KStJ, Geraldine
Kennon, CStJ, and David Pyott, CBE,
OStJ and Molly Pyott generously hosted
several functions. Dr. Verity addressed
11 meetings and events from Los Angeles to La Jolla, San Diego to San Francisco, Newport Beach to Santa Barbara.
His compelling presentations were help-

ful in exploring new partnerships for the
Priory and SJEHG, and nurturing ties with
the Order of Malta. He also spoke to 24
Southern California eye care industry
leaders, lunched with potential Members,
met with Palestinian-American leaders
and visited the headquarters of Direct Relief, one of the world’s leading NGO’s.
A key goal of Dr. Verity’s trip was to help
grow greater Los Angeles into an official
region. He met with Los Angeles’ new
diocesan bishop The Right Rev’d John H.
Taylor, MStJ, and they recognized a common purpose in the diocesan support
for the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem:
helping Holy Land communities grow
medical practices staffed by native professionals. One area of cooperation is the
St John Ophthalmic Association (SOA)
conference in Jerusalem in September,
being organized by Dr. Verity and Priory
Hospitaller Anne Coleman, MD, PhD,
CStJ, of Santa Monica.

Dr. Verity and Bishop Taylor. (Photo by James Terzian)

Driving north from Los Angeles, David realized all power was out as the
Thomas Fire got under way, burning for
over 40 miles ahead. It would shortly
burn over 500 residences, spreading to
an area the size of greater London and
threatening many Confrères’ homes. As
Dr. Verity puts it, he can always count
on California for a warm welcome! We
thank him for his tremendous – and
brave – efforts on our behalf.
James Terzian, OStJ
Dr. David Verity has just been appointed
the Order’s Hospitaller. A profile will appear in the next issue.
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NEW WAYS TO SERVE: THE SJVC EXPANDS
The U.S. Priory is committed to the Order of St John’s ancient
motto: Servi Dominorum Pauperum Infirmorum, “Servants
of Our Lords the Sick Poor.” We embody this ideal through our
generous support of the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital
Group in the Holy Land, and increasingly through the work of
St John Volunteer Corps (SJVC), Members who serve our nation’s
military Veterans.

American Corporate Partners, has taken root in Connecticut, as
has a similar one in Alabama. In Richmond, SJVC volunteers help
advise Veterans on legal issues. Confrères in Charleston are in full
charge of an impressive year-end ceremony (complete with color
guard) for families of Veterans deceased at the local VA hospital.
Here are two stories of creative efforts by Confrères to serve. We
welcome initiative but want to remind Confrères that any new
service proposal should first be approved by their Regional Chair,
and then by Vice Chancellors Gray Heppner, MD, CStJ, and Richard
Southby, PhD (Med) CStJ.

Recently, SJVC has launched new projects with other like-minded
organizations to better match Confrères’ time and talents with
needs of Veterans and their families. A mentoring program,

DONNING THE APRONS OF SERVICE

them talk about things
that have nothing to with
their illness or that of
their loved one. We are an
attentive audience – even
if that means making
sure someone gets to sit
undisturbed with a hot
meal and a full glass.

It is hard to be sick or to tend an ailing loved one when you are
in a strange place where no one knows you. The plight of people
in such situations gave a mission to the first St John hospice in
Jerusalem 900 years ago, and it is what brings the SJVC to the
Fisher House at the VA Medical Center in St. Louis every month.
Fisher House is a national program providing a residence for
people who have come over 50 miles for treatment under the
VA’s auspices. Some are the loved ones of hospitalized veterans; others are Veterans receiving outpatient treatment. Yet
while modern hospitals do wonders, they leave many feeling
lost and isolated. Medical professionals often have little time
to listen to anything that does not advance treatment. SJVC
volunteers give the time physicians and nurses cannot by offering Fisher House residents what St John has always given:
hospitality in its broadest sense.

Three St John Commanders in the kitchen:
(l. to r.) Ann Case, Luann Koop, and Barbara
Van Luven. (Photo by Brian Abel Ragen)

SJVC members have found ourselves more firmly united with
each other and more deeply committed to furthering the
Order’s works. And, if we judge by the appreciation shown by
residents and staff at Fisher House, we have provided a real
service to humanity, and thus a real witness to our faith.
Because of this service, Members of the Order can wear their
decoration, with its eight-pointed cross, still more proudly at
our ceremonies because we have worn the same badge on an
apron while serving the sick and those who love them.

While we come to serve them dinner, the real service we
provide is not so much cooking or serving or washing dishes,
as listening, understanding, and sharing people’s lives. We let
people tell the story everyone else has heard already. Or let

Brian Abel Ragen, PhD, KStJ

SOMETHING FISHY GOING ON!

of the Veterans enabling them to walk
independently and enjoy nature. No fishing experience for anyone was necessary
– just a willing heart!

Early on, Confrères in San Francisco enthusiastically embraced
the SJVC. Through trust and dedication, we have established a
close relationship with the VA there. Now, we are are seeking out
creative opportunities to work with visually-impaired veterans,
linking the purpose of the SJVC to that of the Eye Hospital Group.

By providing a stable arm to grip and describing the surroundings, we empowered
Veterans with a sense of confidence. The
smiles on their faces told us that it was
certainly a day well spent. We were glad
that this opportunity to serve our lords the
Sick Poor was not “one that got away.” Because of the resounding outing’s success,
we are now exploring the possibility of a
future Veterans’ golf day.

Last summer, San Francisco Confrères found the perfect matchup for this goal by working through the San Francisco Visual
Impairment Services Team (VIST) at Fort Miley VA Medical Center. We joined volunteers from other organizations in assisting
100 visually-challenged veterans to enjoy a day of fishing.
Provided with all the necessary fishing equipment (thanks to
Trout Unlimited) and a seat on the bank of a beautiful lake 35
miles north of San Francisco, our Confrères became the “eyes”

Donald Lee Klein Jr., OStJ,
and Richard Ward Clark,
KStJ, angling to join the
action. (Photo by Jane
Heath)

Jane Heath, OStJ
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INVESTITURE WEEKEND 2017: OUT OF THE PARK
What is a “perfect” Investiture Weekend and why did the 2017
one come close to it? Sunny autumn weather, top-notch speakers and preachers, remarkable venues and great orchestration.
All count, and 2017 was one of the best. Chair Patricia Dresser,
DStJ, and a dedicated Washington, DC, committee worked hard
alongside new Membership and Events Officer Diana McCormick and staff to produce a multi-faceted experience.
In addition to the beautiful solemnity of the Service of Rededication at Washington National Cathedral, one of the Weekend’s
highlights was the lively presentation of David Verity, MD, OStJ,
at the Membership Meeting. With humor and substance, Dr.
Verity gave Confrères a frank, detailed snapshot of St John of
Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group’s situation and urgent needs. A
frequent visitor to the U.S., he lit bonfires of enthusiasm and
answered many topical and relevant questions.
Dr. Verity brought home to Confrères the real purpose of Investitures. Despite our Priory’s beloved combination of pomp
and circumstance and “hard partying,” the goal of Investiture
Weekend is to raise funds for SJEHG, now more than ever in
need of funding because of international and domestic factors
beyond its control.

CONFRÈRES DEPARTED

• Stephen Frye Gates, Esq., CStJ
• H. Morgan Holman Jr., OStJ
• Robert Calvert King Sr., OStJ
• Shaw David Kinsley, KStJ

Confrères and guests participated in several activities and
enjoyed settings never before
offered: tours of the Pentagon
and the Diplomatic Rooms of
the U.S. State Department. The
Friday night reception was held
at historic Anderson House,
where Members enjoyed
The Prior welcomes new Confrère
wandering through its stately
Sudip Dilip Thakar.
rooms, and drinking poolside
under the stars. The classic – and very busy – Omni Shoreham
Hotel was headquarters and the site of many events, including
the Saturday breakfasts and the very popular Chivalry Breakfast
on Sunday.
This year’s Weekend, to use a baseball analogy, knocked it out
of the park: $243,362 was raised to help the Hospital: Nothing
is more important than that to the future of the Priory and indeed, the Order. Investiture Weekend is not a competition, but
San Francisco, site of the 2018 Investiture (October 12-14), has
already set its sights on raising the bar.
Karen Miller Lamb, DStJ

• William Michael Margolin, OStJ
• George Thomas Novinger, MStJ
• Gladys Filomena Novinger, MStJ
• Harry Evert Roberts, CStJ
• Lawrence Wayne Roberts, OStJ

• Sharon Seybert Storey Jr., MD, CStJ
• Joseph Brennan Michael Walsh, MD,
FRCOphth, KStJ

• George M. Yeager, MStJ

MOUNTAIN WEEKEND: FLY-FISHING MEETS CROQUET
Confrères from several states gathered in Cashiers, N.C., August 10-13 for their
first annual Mountain Weekend. The historic High Hampton Inn and Country
Club in Cashiers, N.C., was the venue. The Weekend included croquet lessons,
two sunset cocktail parties, waterfall tours, and fly-fishing expeditions. Priory
Sub-Prelate The Right Rev’d Stacy Sauls, CStJ, led Evening Prayer at the Church of
the Good Shepherd. Many Confrères have houses in the the Cashiers/Highlands
area. The Weekend events resulted in several prospective new members and a
donation of $2,745 to the Priory.
Julian V. Brandt III, CStJ, Regional Chair, Charleston
THE STONE THE BUILDERS REJECTED CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

cause God loves us. That day, the stone became the keystone
of my life.
I invite you to participate in the Priory’s pilgrimage to discover
life more fully. The Order and SJEHG’s inspiring work surely
deserves our support. But pilgrimage makes it possible for us
to offer the courageous staff and patients even more – our involvement. Listening, learning, praying and speaking together
will open new purpose and direction in their lives and ours.

Bishop Sauls and his flock at Good Shepherd. (Photo by
John Shannon, CStJ)

SAFETY
Priory pilgrimages are meant to be
safe and enjoyable; caution is always
paramount. The announcement of a
new U.S. embassy in Jerusalem has created conditions that may affect our pilgrimage. While we believe that calm will return well
before April, please know that we are watching
the situation carefully and communicating what we know
to the group. Should we determine that conditions have not
improved by early March, we will postpone our pilgrimage.

The Rev’d Canon Nicholas Porter, KStJ
St John USA has also joined Facebook and Twitter, so connect with us there too!

