
 

Armenia Position Paper   

Kaan Gözütok 

 

I/ Background information on Armenia 

Armenia is a Transcaucasian country in northwestern Asia. It is a landlocked country with borders to 

Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkey, Iran, and Naxcivan, which is an exclave of Azerbaijan. Its capital is Yerevan, 

which is next to the border of Armenia with Turkey, looking towards the east coast of mount Ararat. Armenia 

is one of the countries that are racially unified the most. Armenia is an ancient nation that appeared in the 

historical scene in 7 BCE. Greeks named this group of people Araratians (also known as Urartians) mainly 

because they were found in mount Ararat. However, modern Armenia only obtains a small portion of the 

ancient civilization, and it even excludes mount Ararat, such an essential symbol of the Armenian nation. 

Ancient Armenia ruled the land between the Caspian Sea, Black Sea, Mediterranian Sea, and Lake Urmia, 

which is in present-day Iran. Armenian people lost their autonomy in the 14th century CE and, unfortunately, 

lived under the rule of many different powers from the Russian Empire to the Persian and Ottoman Empire. 

While the eastern part of Armenia remained under the control of the Russian Empire, the western part was 

in control of the Ottoman empire. Western Armenia could gain independence in the 19th century on the 

contrary in 1894–96 and 1915 Ottoman empire forcefully moved Armenian people through systematic 

massacres. In 1902 independent Armenia was invaded by Turkey and Soviet Russia; The Soviet Republic of 

Armenia was founded on November 29, 1920. Armenia officially declared sovereignty on August 23, 1990, 

and independence on September 23, 1991.  

 

II/ Past Achievements and Attempts of Armenia on the Issues 

A. The Question of Caucasus: 

● Armenia is one of the countries directly involved in the issue due to the conflict between 

Armenia and Azerbaijan because of the Nagorno-Karabakh region. Nagorno-Karabakh is a 

region that has an Armenian majority and is officially inside the Azerbaijan border. The 

dispute dates back to when both Azerbaijan and Armenia were a part of the Soviet Union. 

The Nagorno-Karabakh region wanted to be a part of SR Armenia; however, Kremlin didn’t 

approve; thus, the war between Armenia and Azerbaijan started. Armenia gained control 

over Nagorno-Karabakh and seven more regions of Azerbaijan. This conflict and the attitude 

of the Kremlin started the end of the Soviet Union. Today, there is a de facto state in the 
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region; however, neither Armenian nor the Azerbaijani government recognizes the 

sovereignty of the region, and the Armenian government seeks control of the area for the 

Armenians in the province to join the mainland, Armenia. Also, the reunification of the 

Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh with Armenia was the reason why it was founded in the first 

place. Nevertheless, their declaration of independence was denied by self-governing 

Azerbaijan. Now, the negotiation is officially continuing, but both sides are aware of the fact 

that negotiations can’t continue forever. For now, the conflict remains without any solution. 

When it comes to other conflicts in South Caucasus that are in South Ossetia and Abkhazia, 

the Armenian government officially doesn’t recognize the sovereignty of both these regions. 

Russia and Georgia are nations that both claim these lands, but they also happen to be 

powerful allies of Armenia. Therefore, the Armenian government chooses to remain objective 

on whose claim is more valid; however, recently, even though they don’t recognize, the 

Armenian government stated that they supported the independence of these regions. The 

reason why Armenia doesn’t know these states is because of the conflict in the 

Nagorno-Karabakh region. Unless the autonomy of the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh is 

recognized, it wouldn’t be fair to recognize the regions stated above. Lastly, Armenia has a 

complicated relationship with the Caucusus Emirates. Even though there were leaders from 

both sides talking about peace and the same ancestry, there was also a lot of conflict 

between two states due to religious affairs. Many Armenians were harmed in the attacks of 

Caucusus Emirates, and they also refused to return Armenian hostages. 

B. The Question of the Caspian Sea: 

● Armenia is not one of the littoral countries. Therefore, it doesn’t have much significance in 

action taken to solve the issue. The only connection of Armenia with the Caspian Sea is the 

Kura River. Armenia is a country that had problems when it comes to energy. Due to the 

dispute between Azerbaijan and the boycott of Turkey, the only possible energy supplier for 

Armenia in the region is Russia, and Armenia believes that the Caspian sea being used to its 

full potential could definitely help the issue. There is also the fact that for pipelines to be built 

in order for the transportation of the natural gas produces, Armenia must be involved, and 

this; could mean the first steps of peace between Azerbaijan and Armenia. Therefore, getting 

rid of the unclearness of the situation would actually help the resources to be used to the 

fullest while environmentally supporting the environment, and relations between Azerbaijan 

and Armenia to be improved. 

C. The Question of the Shift of Trade Routes in Eurasia: 

● Even though Armenia had a place in the project, under the China-Central Asia-West Asia 

economic corridor, it must be stated that Armenia had a rough start to the project. This 
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problem started at the beginning of the project with Armenia not being invited to the 

"Cooperation one belt, one road, building a common bright future" forum in 2014. Some 

other political and geographical difficulties that are still present combined with this caused 

Armenia only to be able to state that they are ready to start working on the project in 2018, 

wheres other countries in the region such as Azerbaijan and Turkey have already begun 

contributing to the project. Armenia has a location that almost makes being a part of the 

"belt" impossible. First of all, it has no border with other countries in the Eurasian Economic 

Union. The closest country from EEU is Russian Federation; however, there is Georgia in 

between, and even though Georgia and Armenia are allies, the connection between Russia 

and Armenia can only be made through Ossetia and Abkhazia regions. Sharing borders with 

Turkey and Azerbaijan, which are countries that Armenia doesn't have good relations with 

-and even has been boycotted by Turkey- due to apparent conflicts between them leaves 

only one option for Armenia to join the belt: Iran. This was the reason why the first national 

project of Armenia was a railroad to Iran that was actually designed in 2009. While this 

railroad project that also contained bridges was almost vital to Armenia, Iran already can 

transport their products to Europe through Turkey and Azerbaijan. From 2009 to today, 

Armenia, China, and Russia were tried to attract as investors; however, they were not 

interested. Both Russia and China weren't interested in a connection between Armenia and 

Iran. For now, Yerevan expects Tehran to attract China. It is also evident that there is a clear 

dominance of China as the biggest economy of Asia and Europe, that evoke questions. 

 

III/ Objectives, Aims and Possible Solutions Proposed by Armenia on the Issues 

A. The Question of Caucasus: For Armenia to be able to act on all other conflicts, first of all actively, 

the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict must be solved, as this would also contribute to all problems, at least 

from the perspective of Armenia. Knowing that a war in the region would be detrimental, negotiation 

must be increased. The problem is not only about de de-jure countries but also the de facto 

government in the region and the people living there. Therefore, representatives of the de facto 

government must be a part of negotiations. Referendums are also an alternative way to determine 

what actually people want. If decided that it is impossible for the negotiations to solve the issue, then 

the ICJ can definitely be used for objective decision-making. Fighting against extremist groups is 

also really important. Raising awareness is as always a significant step, which will be followed by 

tracking the activities of extremist groups, and operating against them. A newly established 

organization against extremism and violence in the region could start its activity by taking the 

responsibility of what’s stated above, such as by beginning campaigns or a hotline and then 
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continue its operations in order to keep the region safe. Russian Federation that holds most of the 

military power in the region must also take some responsibility. 

B. The Question of the Caspian Sea: This question is mostly exclusive to littoral countries. 

Negotiations and meeting between them is the inevitable part of the solution. As an alternative; a 

conference where -at least- the countries in the region could join, yet littoral countries had veto rights 

similar to the security council, or non-littoral countries were observers could also be beneficial; 

however, it is a reality that the conference’s cost must be easily viewed as unnecessary. The 

definition of the words “lake” and “sea” could also be discussed and slightly changed to fit the 

situation or put an end to the dispute.  

C. The Question of the Shift of Trade Routes in Eurasia: The biggest concern about the new silk road 

is the existence of an over-powered China that dominates the trade road, and for this reason, there 

was an attempt that disregards the new silk road between Japan and the EU. Although the 

Armenian delegation respect all, it also thinks that instead of willingly ignoring the project, the EU 

also must be further integrated into the project in order to achieve a power balance, which will 

rejuvenate the plan that shows slow progress despite the funding of China. For this to happen, a 

new forum must be hosted so that new countries could be involved, and new economic corridors 

could be established. The funding must also definitely be one of the discussion topics.  
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