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A biography of William Gehman, founder of the Evangelical Mennonites, 
is sketched by a pastor of the Bible Fellowship Church. 

They Called Him Father Gehman 

by Richard E. Taylor 

W
illiam Gehman (1827-1918) is acknowledged 
by many to be the founder of the Evangelical 
Mennonites, who began in 1858 in the small 
town of Zionsville, twelve miles south of 

Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. The Evangelical 
Mennonites later, in 1883, became part of the Mennonite 
Brethren in Christ. In 1958 the Pennsylvania Conference of 
the Mennonite Brethren in Christ changed their name to 
Bible Fellowship Church. Persons who speak of the events 
which surrounded the formation of the Evangelical 
Mennonites say that Father Gehman, as he was fondly 
called, was a prominent figure in the struggle. His concerns 
and emphases in ministry continue as part of the ministry of 
the Bible Fellowship Church today. 

William Gehman (1827-1918) 
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His Life and Ancestry 
Christian Gehman arrived in North America at Phila

delphia on the ship Samuel on August 11, 1732. He 
purchased 300 acres of land near Seisholtzville, Hereford 
Township, Bucks (now in Berks) County, Pennsylvania. He 
and his first wife, Anna, were the parents of thirteen 
children. Jacob (b. 1753), the eleventh of these children, is 
buried in the St. Peter's Lutheran and Reformed Church 
cemetery near Seisholtzville.1 A plaque at the grave identifies 
him as a veteran of the Revolutionary War. 2 Jacob Gehman 
and Anna M. Fretz produced three children, the second of 
whom was Georg/George (b. 1788). George Gehman 
married Sarah Schwartz, and they were blessed with five 
children; their second child, William, was born on January 
22, 1827, in Hereford Township. 

The reasons for Christian Gehman's decision to come to 
North America are not known. If he was one of the number 
of Mennonites who immigrated for religious freedom, some 
of his children did not remain in the Mennonite fold. Jacob's 
possible participation in the Revolutionary War may 
indicate that the pacifism of Mennonites was not part of his 
thinking. George was Lutheran and was buried in the St. 
Peter's Lutheran and Reformed Church cemetery. 

William Gehman was converted and left the Lutheran 
Church. No details are known of the most critical event in 
his life. We know that in 1849 he was a minister in the 
Upper Milford Mennonite Church with the new group of 
Mennonites who were led by John H. Oberholtzer. He was 
twenty-two years old at that time. His conversion most 
likely occurred prior to this date. 

Father Gehman was a miller by trade. However, when he 
married an only child, Anna/ Nancy Musselman, on June 

tRalph Beaver Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers: A 
Publication of the Original Lists of Arrivals in the Port of Philadelphia 
from 1727 to 1808, ed. William John Hinke, Pennsylvania-German 
Society Proceedings and Addresses, vol. 42 (Norristown, Pa.: Pennsyl
vania German Society, 1934), p. 1:59; information about his locale and 
family supplied by Joyce Heist, Zionsville, Pa. 

ZPennsylvania Archives, 5th ser., V, 248. Jacob Gehman is listed in 
the Berks County Militia, Sixth Battalion, Fourth Class though this is 
not clear proof that he actually joined and served in the armed forces 
during the Revolution. 

Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage 



The fa-;;.ily of William and Anna Gehman: Left to right (seated)-Menno Gehman, William Gehman, Anna (Musselman) Gehman, Amanda 
Gehman; (standing)-Mary Gehman, Hannah Gehman, Francis Gehman, William Gehman, Henry Gehman, Allen Gehman, Sara Gehman. 

17, 1848,3 he received or purchased the Jacob Musselman 
farm. 4 He farmed throughout his life. The house in which he 
lived still stands near Vera Cruz, Upper Milford Township, 
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, though the barn was de
stroyed by fire some years ago. Later he owned a quarry, 
which added to his work and means. He must have possessed 
a generous amount of resourcefulness and ingenuity. C. H. 
Br:unner wrote, "Having bought a farm on which were 
many large stones which led him to construct a large stone 
and stump puller, a novelty throughout the county, the 
originality of design of which was unsuccessfully contested 
in the courts of Lehigh County." 5 

We know little concerning Anna (Musselman) Gehman 
(1830-1904). Father Gehman's work often took him away 
from family and farm, and she was left with much 
responsibility. H. B. Musselman wrote of her, "Much credit 
is also due his departed wife and mother of these children, 
who always exhorted the children to have great respect for 
their father, and high esteem for the church for which he 
labored and loved. " 6 Celia Shelly remembers that she would 
call him for supper by calling, "William," from the porch. 

The marriage of William and Anna Gehman produced 
nine children: Allen (1866-1943), Amanda (b. 1850, m. 
Rev. George Lambert), Francis (b. 1864), Hannah (1869-
1939, m. Horace Heist), Henry (b. 1858), Mary Ann 
(1861-1951, m. David Taylor), Menno (1852-1907), Sarah 
Ann (b. 1855, m. Aaron Hassler), and William George (b. 
1874). H. B. Musselman described the family in a tribute to 
Father Gehman: 

All of his four remaining sons hold office in the church: one 
[William G.] is a presiding elder of a part of the church; 
another [Francis] is a class leader and one of the trustees at 
Emaus, Pa.; another one [Allen] is a class leader, and also 
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one of the trustees at Macungie, Pa., as well as the treasurer 
of the Annual Conference for many years already; the 
fourth one [Henry] is the missionary class leader at South 
Allentown and also holds a Quarterly Conference license 
for many years. A large number of the grandchildren are 
also members of the church. 7 

Later generations of Gehman offspring produced pastors, 
missionaries, and lay leaders. Rose Lambert recalled that 
Father Gehman made it a practice to pray regularly for his 
children ro the fifth generation. 8 

The Gehman home was probably typical of those with a 
German background. Father Gehman's grandchildren recall 
that emotions were not outwardly displayed. The Gehmans 
were more reserved in displays of affection. They did not 
imply to the grandchildren that there was any lack of love, 
which can be shown in other ways than emotions and 
affections. 

3Information supplied by Celia Heist Shelly, Zionsville, Pa., 
granddaughter of William and Anna Gehman. 

4Information supplied by Mildred Gehman Henry, Allentown, Pa., 
granddaughter of William Gehman; see also Morton L. Montgomery, 
Historical and Biographical Annals of Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
Embracing a Concise History of the County and a Genealogical and 
Biographical Record of Representative Families (Chicago:]. H . Beers, 
1909), p. 2:811. 

5Information taken from the unpublished papers of C. H. Brunner 
and supplied by his daughter, Mrs. Dorothy Wentz (deceased), 
Allentown, Pa. These papers are in the archives of the Bible Fellowship 
Church, Wallingford, Pa. 

6H. B. Musselman, "A Tribute to Father William Gehman," The 
Eastern Gospel Banner 2 (May 2, 1918): 8. 

7Ibid. 
8Information supplied by Bright and Joyce Heist, who heard it from 

Rose Lambert, granddaughter of William Gehman and missionary in 
Turkey. 
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The home of William and Anna Gehman, pictured here about 1915, still stands in Upper Milford Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

Recollections 

Celia (Heist) Shelly, daughter of Horace and Hannah 
Heist, was Father Gehman's granddaughter. She was twenty 
years old at the time of his death. The Heist family lived in 
the house adjacent to Father Gehman's house. She cannot 
remember that he ever raised his voice to scold or rebuke. On 
one occasion she and two other children were walking to 
church and acting in a lighthearted manner. Gehman chided 
them, "You must give an account of every idle word you 
speak." She remembers that his views were broad-minded. 
He advised her to marry a Christian-not necessarily a 
Mennonite but certainly a Christian. She feels he did not 
reflect the harsh demands of a later period.9 

Horace Heist, a brother to Celia (Heist) Shelly, was 
about nine years old at the time of Father Gehman's death. 
His memories of early days at the Zionsville church are not 
always pleasant. However, he holds his grandfather, a gentle 
and kind man, in the highest regard. He recalls that Father 
Gehman kept a horse, named Major, that he used only for 
traveling. When Gehman returned from a trip, he would 
unhitch the horse in front of the barn and then pull the 
carriage around the back by himself. The children delighted 
to climb aboard for a brief carriage ride. 10 

Ruth (Gehman) Hilbert, daughter of Allen Gehman, was 
fourteen when Father Gehman died. She remembers that her 
grandfather brought candy to his grandchildren and that he 
was reserved and not emotional. She .remembers him to say 
that if one is faithful, God will take care of that person. She 
also recalls his opposition to the use of tobacco and the day a 
visiting preacher spit his tobacco out the window. 11 

Norman Schantz (1892-1985), a neighbor of Father 
Gehman, was twenty-six when Father Gehman died. He 
was a member of the Upper Milford Mennonite Church, 
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and his views generally reflect the perspective of the "other 
side" of the church division. However, Schantz held 
Gehman in high esteem and respect. He characterized 
Gehman as an agreeable, self-made man with much natural 
ability. He recalled a time when Menno Gehman, Father 
Gehman's oldest son, was replanting corn. Father Gehman 
told him that replanting corn and marrying a second time 
were not worthwhile. He also recalled Gehman's attempts 
to win his worldly neighbor to the Lord. The man moved 
away to escape Gehman's entreaties and eventually opened a 
tavern at Pleasant Run, Pennsylvania. Schantz said that 
Father Gehman was well liked in his community and that 
nobody said a word against him. 12 

The Gehmans spoke German in their home. Father 
Gehman could speak English to a degree but spoke German 
both publicly and privately. J. and E. Guy wro~e of a 
meeting with him in 1892: "Left the next mornmg for 
Upper Milford dined with Bruner also called on Ex. P. E. 
Gehman. Bro. Gehman greeted us cordially bur did not 
weary us with talking as we could not understand each 
other. Should have enjoyed a conversation had it been 
otherwise. " 13 

Father Gehman had been strong and healthy for most of 
his life. He testified at the age of eighty-eight at the Annual 
Conference of 1915: 

I am like a tamed wild goose which will be content with 

9Celia Heist Shelly, interview at Zionsville, Pa., Mar. 26, 1984. 
IOHorace Heist, interview at Emmaus, Pa., Feb. 23, 1984. 
II Ruth Gehman Hilbert, interview at Emmaus, Pa., Sept. 20, 1984. 
12Norman Schantz, interview at Emmaus, Pa., Sept. 20, 1984. 
13]. and E. Guy, "Our Trip to Pennsylvania," The Gospel Banner 15 

(September 1, 1892): 259. 
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the geese on the farm until in the fall when the wild geese 
are flying south, then you will have to clip its wings or it 
will fly away with the flock. I often said, "I will not go to 
the next conference," but when the time comes you would 
have to clip my wings to keep me at home. 14 

He caught a cold which quickly developed into pneumonia. 
He died three days later in his home on April 12, 19i8. 

Funeral services were held at his home and at the church. 
H. B. Musselman preached the funeral message from 
2 Timothy 4:7-8. 0. S. Hillegas, pastor of the Zionsville 
church at that time, took part in the service as well as B. F. 
Bohner of the Evangelical Association. W. B. Musselman, 
who at that time led the Gospel Workers Society of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and A. E. Funk of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance were also present. A pastor's quartet, 
composed of F. M . Hottel, C. H. Brunner, B. Bryan 
Musselman, and R. W. Dickert, sang several songs. 15 

Following the service, the body of William Gehman was 
buried in the cemetery behind the church which he had 
helped to establish. 

His Leadership in the Crisis 

In 1847 a division took place in the Franconia Conference 
of the Mennonite Church. John H. Oberholtzer, an 
ordained minister of the Franconia Conference, led a number 
of men who were dissatisfied with certain traditional 
Mennonite practices and impatient with the rigidity of the 
conference. When the difficulties became irreconcilable in 
1847, Oberholtzer and others separ:ated themselves to form 
what was commonly known as the New Mennonites, a 
group that later helped to form the General Conference 
Mennonite Church. Soon the little town of Zionsville in 
Upper Milford Township had two Mennonite churches. 
The residents of the town called them Nummer Eins and 
Nummer Zwei. William Gehman joined Nummer Zwei, 

The Upper Milford Mennonite meetinghouse, built in 1876, is located 
in Upper Milford Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 
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John H. Oberholtzer (1808-1895) led in the formation of the East 
Pennsylvania Conference of the Mennonite Church in 1847. William 
Gehman remained in this conference from 1847 to 1858. 

the progressive group of Mennonites that was no longer part 
of the Franconia Conference. 

Joseph G. Schantz (1814-1881) had been serving as 
preacher at Upper ,Milford Mennonite Church at Zionsville 
since 1844 and became pastor of Nummer Zwei whc:;n the 
division occurred. 16 In 1849 it became necessary to choose a 
new preacher. The congregation selected two candidates. 
One was William Gehman. The other was Samuel Stauffer, 
a justice of the peace, farmer, and operator of a sawmill and 
gristmill. William Gehman was selected as pastor of 
Nummer Zwei contrary to the wish of Bishop Oberholtzer. 
C. H. Brunner described this selection process in an account 
which apparently came from Father Gehman. 

14Proceedings, Thirty-Second Annual Conference of the Mennonite 
Brethren in Christ of Pennsylvania, Convened in Royersford, Pennsyl
vania, October 14-18, 1915, p. 35. 

15Proceedings, Thirty-Fifth Annual Conference of the Mennonite 
Brethren in Christ of Pennsylvania, Convened in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
November4-6, 1918, p. 34. See the original obituary, written by H. B. 
Musselman, in The Eastern Gospel Banner 2 (April 25, 1918): 271. 

16john H. Grimes, "The John Schantz Family of Upper and Lower 
Milford Townships, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania," Pennsylvania 
Mennonite Heritage 7 (July 1984): 26. 
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When the time came to vote for a minister, they selected 
two candidates, S. Stauffer and William Gehman. The 
congregation voted and gave the vote toW. N. Shelly to 
take then to the Bishop John H. Oberholtzer. On the way 
down Shelly told G. how the vote stood, confidentially. 
When they came there 0. said, It seems unnecessary to 
have a lot but take the highest vote (thinking that of course 
S. had the most). Then Shelly gave the votes to 0. who 
counted them and said, "It appears that God wants a lot!" 
Then he put the papers into 2 books and asked G. to pick 
the book. He said let S. pick and of course the lot fell on me 
[Gehman?]Y 

At first William Gehman apparently was at home among 
the New Mennonites, officially called the East Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Mennonite Church. In 1851 he was a 
member of a committee to investigate disharmony in the 
Skippack district. 18 However, a storm was brewing over 
several issues-the practice of footwashing, the observance 
of the Lord's Supper, prayer meetings, and protracted 
(evangelistic) meetings. 

Prayer meetings often accompanied revivalism. Evidently 
the Evangelical Association brought revivalism to the 
Hosensack Valley,l9 This denomination ministered 
primarily to German-speaking people in eastern Pennsyl-

Moses H. Gottschall (1815-1888), a bishop in the East Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Mennonite Church from Schwenksville, Pennsyl
vania, apparently sympathized with the prayer meetings advocated by 
William Gehman. 
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vania. Among the books of William Gehman were found 
two songbooks printed and circulated by the Evangelical 
Association. 20 

The issue of prayer meetings arose among the East 
Pennsylvania Conference in May 1853. At first they 
accepted diverse opinions on the issue. The minutes of that 
meeting reflect the diversity. 

Are prayer meetings to be regarded as good and edifying 
etc. It was therefore resolved that prayer meetings may be 
held at proper times and in proper order by such members 
or churches who may desire them; but such members are 
not to hold it against those who do not feel as they do on 
this account and again those who do not approve of them 
are not to disrespect those who do so that love on both 
sides many not be found wanting.21 

On October 2, 1856, the bishops modified the May 
decision. At the home of William Gottschall they expressed 
the view that prayer meetings were not "evangelical." 
Congregations could hold such meetings, but they were not 
considered "gospel," that is, taught by the word of God. 
C. H. Brunner wrote: 

At Skippack Conference nothing was said until late in the 
afternoon when it was soon time to adjourn. The 
chairman said it was to be the time to discuss the subject of 
prayer meetings but it was too late. Then he asked Bro. 
Gehman if he was willing to leave it to the decision of the 
Bishops if they would meet tomorrow, to which he 
answered yes. Next day the Bishops met except Clemmer 
and decided. A few days later, Joe Schantz brought the 
decision to Bro. Gehman and asked him to sign it, which 
he refused.ZZ 

The compromise did not settle the issue. Contrary to the 
bishops' ruling, Gehman thought that prayer meetings were 
evangelical. That he was a man to follow principle and stand 
upon conviction without compromise became evident in this 
refusal. 

Edwin Long of the American Tract Society brought his 
movable gospel tent to the Hosensack Valley during this 
period and also introduced preaching and prayer meeting in 
various private homes. He commented on this controversy 
among the New Mennonites. 

17C, H . Brunner papers. 
18Minutes of the Eastern Conference of the Mennonite Church of 

North America, May 1, 1851. 
19Edwin M. Long, The Union Tabernacle (Philadelphia, Pa.: Perry 

and MacMillan, 1859), p. 86. See also A. Stapleton, Flashlights on 
Evangelical History: A Volume of Entertaining Narratives, Anecdotes 
and Incidents, Illustrative of the Evangelical Work Founded by Rev. 
jacob Albright in A. D. 1800 (York, Pa.: Author, 1908), pp. 44-54. 

20These books are in the possession of Ruth Gehman Hilbert of 
Emmaus, Pa. They are Gesangbuch der Evangelische Gemeinschaft fur 
offentlichen hiiuslichen Gottesdienst (1871) and Gebet- und Danklieder 
fur Erweckungs und Gebetsversammlungen (Cleveland, Ohio: 
Evangelische Gemeinschafr, 1886) . 

21 Minutes of the Eastern Conference, May 5, 1853. 
zzc. H. Brunner papers. 
23Long, Union Tabernacle, p. 84. 

Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage 



The history of the Mennonites is but a faint picture of 
great struggle between dead orthodoxy and living 
Christianity now going on in many sections of Pennsyl
vania among the Germans .... Some Daniels there were in 
the congregation, who dared to disregard the "decree" of 
men as to how they shall pray. These, Daniel-like, still 
pray and give thanks to God as they did aforetime. 23 

The issue was brought to a head at a meeting held on 
October 1, 1857. Bishop William N. Shelly had planned to 
prove the unevangelical nature of the bishops' decree that 
prayer meetings were unevangelical, but apparently Gehman 
spoke out more noticeably than Shelly. Among the papers of 
C. H. Brunner one entitled "Wm. Gehman's Trial" appears 
to be a firsthand account. 

Shortly before this conference Bro. G. preached at 
Schwenksville and asked Moses Gottschall and he said, 
"How do you hold your prayer meetings?" He [Gehman?] 
said, "We come together, someone reads a portion of 
Scripture and then we pray, sing and go home." "Well, a 
person cannot say anything against that but let us go over 
and see my father, Deacon Wm. Gottschall living in the 
other side of the house." The[n] he said to G., "Now tell 
my Father about your prayer meetings." He [Gehman] 
told him and the[n] he [Gottschall] said, "Who can say 
anything against that?" Then G. said, "If they forbid 
prayer meetings we will lose some of our best members." 
Then Moses G. said, "Yes, it is the same way here. We 
have the same troubles as you have." 

The next conference was held in Springfield. The church 
was packed. Here the chairman said, "Now G. shall prove 
thin the decision of the Bishops is unevangelical. If the 
majority will then vote that the decision of the Bishops is 
evangelical, then Gehman and all those who take his part 
shall regard themselves as excommunicated." G. stated his 
position. Oberholtzer wanted to take the vote. G. said, 
"They don't understand what the chairman said, If you 
vote for the decision then we are out." "No, it doesn't 
mean that," some said. "Yes, that is what it means," 
Gehman said. "They want you Oberholtzer to explain the 
question." But he refused after a long debate. Soon he left, 
saddled his horse and went home. So they voted and the 
matter stood decided. 24 

The minutes of the conference at Springfield on October 
1, 1857, record the following: 

Since the Bishops report of May 2, 1856 concerning prayer 
meeting, was presented, some of our ministers have 
manifested dissatisfaction and Bro. Wm. N. Shelly 
presented a formal protest against it with a request that he 
be allowed to show publicly that it is unevangelical. The 
request was allowed. The vote that followed against it 
showed three for declaring the report unevangelical and 24 
against it. 25 

At the next meeting on May 5, 1858, at the West Swamp 
meetinghouse William N. Shelly was given opportunity to 
accept the decision of the conference. He refused and saw his 
name stricken from the list of members by a unanimous 
vote. At the meeting held October 7, 1858, it was noted that 
some ministers had not appeared and had not responded to 
communication from the conference. Israel Beidler, John 
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On September 24, 1858, the first meeting of preachers of the 
Evangelical Mennonites was held at the home of David Musselman in 
Upper Milford Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, indicated 
here in an 1876 atlas. 

Latshaw, Nathan Pennypacker, and William Gehman were 
stricken from the list of ministers. Why the first three refused 
to appear is not apparent. William Gehman did not appear 
at the October meeting because he had attended another 
meeting two weeks earlier. The doctrinal statement of the 
Evangelical Mennonites published in 1867, records: "On the 
24th day of September, 1858, the first meeting of preachers 
or Conference was held, even in the private home of David 
Musselman, in Upper Milford township, Lehigh County, 
Pa."26 The irreparable break was complete. A new church 
was born. 

Nummer Zwei felt the wrenching effects of this decision. 
The church had to determine where it stood. Would it stand 
with William Gehman and the recently formed revivalistic 
group, or would it stand with the conference? C. H. Brunner 
recorded the story. 

Then G. claimed half rights at Zionsville Church. The 
trustees were in favor. So they called a meeting and voted 
24 for and 25 against G. They then gave it over to S. 
Stauffer to decide. Next Monday D. Gehman came to 
Allentown to see Lawyer Robert Wright on personal 
business. While talking Mr. Wright asked G., "What do 
you have among yourselves down there?" Then he told 
him that S. Stauffer had been there to get advice how to 
keep them out of the church, cause: Because he persists in 
baptising in the water. A few days later W. G. and D. G. 
went up to see Mr. Wright and D. G. told him why W. G. 

24C. H. Brunner papers. 
25Minutes of the Eastern Conference, Oct. 1, 1857. 
26Doctrine of Faith and Church Discipline of the Evangelical 

Mennonite Society of East Pennsylvania (Skippackville, Pa. : A. E. 
Dambly, 1867), p. 4. 
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The Mennonite Brethren in Christ meetinghouse in Zionsville, Lehigh 
County, Pennsylvania, was built in 1858 and photographed here about 
1935. 

did not baptize anyone since he was put out .... Mr. 
Wright said, "I see that the trouble is in prayer meetings. 
They can lock you out of the church but they cannot keep 
you from building a church on the lot. Now I tell you what 
to do. You announce a meeting in the church, any day. If 
they don't come or lock the door, put a box there and get 
vote and that will then stand. You can build a church any 
place on the church grounds." But they did not want to do 
that. SoW. G. and D. G. went to see Stauffer to talk the 
matter over saying that, "It is left to you to decide this 
matter." He said, 'Yes this has made me an awful lot of 
trouble already." They told him that the law allowed 
them to build on the lot. Finally, they told him, "We have 
a proposition to offer you. If you give us $300.00 and the 
privilege to hold our funeral services in the church and 
burying in the cemetery we will not build on the church 
ground." "Well," said Stauffer, "This sounds as though 
God was in the proposition. I am sure the congregation 
will agree to this. I will bring it before them on Sunday. " 
They agreed to it and sent someone around but they 
collected only $102.00.27 

Abraham Kauffman donated a plot of ground near a small 
grove of giant oak trees in Zionsville. Nathan Stahl erected a 
church there at a cost of $1,200.28 Now Zionsville had a 
third Mennonite church, Nummer Drei. 

The painful memories of that division include persecution 
and various "dirty tricks" by those who opposed the action 
of Gehman and his followers. 29 Some persons living in 1988 
speak with sorrow of these events. At the Annual Conference 
in 1915 Father Gehman reflected on these events: 

At this session, Father Gehman gave us a very stirring and 
touching address during which he remembered that after 
eight years of ministry in the old church under much 
opposition he was voted out of the church at the regular 
session at Springtown [Springfield], Pa. He was a member 
of a conference for forty-seven members and was expelled 
because he held prayer meetings. Of these forty-seven 
members, he is the only survivor.JO 

Was William Gehman a troublemaker? Did he misuse his 
position to create division? Obviously the different parties 
involved would answer the question in different ways. 
Father Gehman clearly possessed strong convictions and 
would not accept a compromise. Norman Schantz 
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remembered that Gehman had strong and persistent con
victions. Those who did not share his convictions would 
certainly consider him stubborn and divisive. 

The events which finally resulted in a division developed 
over a period of six years. This time span in itself makes it 
clear that no one .rushed into the division. Mennonite 
historian J. c: Wenger wrote: 

Perhaps even more regrettable than the Old Order 
schisms has been the loss of the revivalistic ministers (such 
as Daniel Brenneman) and members who withdrew from 
the more quiet and sober m.ain body of the church. Would 
it not have been the will of Christ to exercise patience with 
the more exuberant Christians in the church. 31 

His Later Leadership 

The first leaders of the Evangelical Mennonites were two 
elders-William N. Shelly and William Gehman; three 
deacons-David Gehman, Joseph Schneider, and Jacob 
Gottschall; and two preachers-David Henning and Henry 
Diehl. 32 In these early days no one man dominated the new 
movement. The first printed conference journal in 1896lists 
no chairman or secretary for the first four years. This is 
consistent with the minutes which list no officers in those 
years. The 1915 Conference Journal lists William Gehman 
as the chairman of these four conferences. One may assume 
that the editor of the conference journal, C. H. Brunner, 
added Gehman's name to these four meetings. Even if we 
accept Brunner's account, then William Gehman was 
chairman of seventeen of the first forty-four semiannual 
conferences. That is less than half of the meetings. When the 
office of presiding elder was instituted in 1879, William 
Gehman was called as the first such elder in Pennsylvania. 
He served as presiding elder for thirteen years until 1892. 

From the mid-1870s to the mid-1890s William Gehman 
was a dominant leader. Two reasons may explain his 
emerging leadership. The first reason is the age of the 
formative leaders of the Evangelical Mennonites in 1858: 
William Gehman, aged 31 years; Henry Diehl, 42; David 
Henning, 50; and William N. Shelly, 41.33 Those acquainted 
with most church bodies will acknowledge that the mantle 
of leadership often rests on the shoulders of older persons. If 
age was a factor, then Father Gehman received more 
leadership as he matured. 

The second factor to explain the emergence of Gehman's 
leadership is the fact that the other leaders in 1858 had died 
or left the Evangelical Mennonites by 1881. Joseph 
Schneider and Jacob Gottschall assumed no prominent roles 

27C. H. Brunner papers. 
28Centennial Anniversary Book, Bible Fellowship Church, Zions-

ville, Pa. 
29Ibid., see "Memories." 
30Proceedings, Thirty-Second Annual Conference, p. 34. 
31J. C. Wenger, The Mennonite Church in America, Sometimes 

Called Old Mennonites (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1966), p. 240. 
J2Doctrine of Faith, p. 4. 
33Robert Bates Graber, "Archival Data on Pennsylvania-German 

Mennonite Schisms, 1778-1927," Mennonite Quarterly Review 57 
(January 1983): 54. 
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William Gehman, aged patriarch, stands in the middle front of a group 
of ministers at the 1913 Annual Conference of the Mennonite Brethren 
in Christ in Reading, Pennsylvania. 

in subsequent church affairs. There remained five men
William Gehman, William N. Shelly, David Gehman, 
David Henning, and Henry Diehl. In 1878 William N. 
Shelly and Henry Diehl left the Evangelical Mennonites 
because they owned life insurance policies.34 In 1881 both 
David Gehman35 and David Henning36 died. Of these five 
original key men William Gehman alone remained in 1881. 

Apparently on only two occasions was Gehman's 
leadership challenged or questioned. In 1891 the committee 
to examine the presiding elder reported that "he [Gehman] 
has not held as many meetings for missions as requested by 
our church discipline," and "that the results would have 
been better if he [Gehman] would have spent more time on 
the various fields of service with preaching and by visiting the 
members of the congregation."37 The minutes continue to 
describe the discussion of these matters, and Gehman 
justified his actions to everyone's satisfaction. 

The second challenge arose in 1892 with an unsigned 
letter containing accusations against Father Gehman. The 
conference examined the letter and found it to be 
"Suspicious, slanderous and disgraceful." 38 The conference 
determined immediately that there was no weight to the 
charges and that the culprit should be found. The matter was 
not settled until1894, when the writer was discovered to be 
a J.D. Fackenthal. He was a member of the committee in 
charge of tents at camp meetings, and one can only assume 
that his charges involved matters relating to camp meeting. 
The conference removed Fackenthal as a member and 
excluded him until he repented before his quarterly con
ference. 

The committees on which Father Gehman served indicate 
his particular areas of leadership. He was a key person in the 
development of doctrinal positions. In November 1861 he 
presented for consideration the articles of the Dordrecht 
Confession of Faith. In 1865 he helped to prepare a 
statement of faith and practice. At the Annual Conference of 
1873 he raised the issue of whether a woman might wear a 
hat. 39 In 1875 he helped to draw up rules as a guide for 
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future conferences. At the General Conference in 1882 he 
was appointed to help to select books for a reading course for 
probationers. In 1887 he served on a committee to examine 
a doctrinal complaint against William H. Gehman. At the 
General Conference in 1888 he served on a committee to 
examine the biblical references which appear with each 
article of faith. At the General Conference of 1892 he was 
assigned the task of preparing an article on the presiding 
elder. 

Father Gehman exerted his leadership in establishing new 
congregations. His brief and few reports to the Gospel 
Banner reveal enthusiasm for the mission of expanding the 
church. He wrote on April 25, 1873: 

Glory to God! Last Sunday I was at my new appointment, 
Gratersford, preached three times and baptized a family, 
man and wife in the afternoon. They were also received 
into church-fellowship. God blessed us greatly. The 
pilgrims here have good courage to go forward. The class is 
not large but they undertook by the help of God to build a 
church last fall. The people in general wonderfully helped 
them so that now they have a beautiful brick building 28 x 
40 ft. and all paid for. God shall have all the glory. The 
meetings are attended each time beyond expectation by all 
denominations and more houses are opened continually 
for prayer meetings. We have also organized a sabbath 
school. Bro. ]. Krupp is superintendent. The members of 
the class have not many children yet the number scholars 
on the roll is 62 and it seems to be a promising school. God 
bless the work at Grater Ford, as well as elsewhere is my 
pray~r.40 

On June 15, 1885, he wrote: "The work is spreading more 
and more. Two Meetinghouses are to be built this summer, 
one in Perry Hill [Terre Hill], Lancaster, Co. and one in 
Springtown, Bucks, Co., Pa."41 In the November 1, 1886, 
issue of the Gospel Banner, Eusebius Hershey wrote from 
Bethlehem, ·'-'By the request of P. E. [Presiding Elder] Wm 
Gehman I bought a lot on which to build a house of 
worship."42 

34Minutes of the Evangelical Mennonites, Oct. 7, 1878. 
3SJbid., Mar. 1881. 
36Daniel K. Cassel, History of the M ennonites, Historically and 

Biographically Arranged from the Time of the Reformation, More 
Particularly from the Time of Their Emigration to America . . . 
(Philadelphia: D. K. Cassel, 1888), p. 275. 

37 Minutes of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ of Pennsylvania, Feb. 
2, 1891. 

38 Minutes of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ of Pennsylvania, Feb. 
2, 1878 . 

. 39Gehman's view on the matter is probably revealed in the resolution 
which states that a woman might wear a hat if she were humble about 
it. See Minutes of the Evangelical Mennonites, June 3, 1873. Rose 
Lambert, his granddaughter, remarked to Bright and Joyce Heist that 
on one occasion she had been rebuked by a church leader for wearing a 
certain dress. When Father Gehman viewed the dress, he could see no 
reason for the rebuke. 

40William Gehman, "From Upper Milford Circuit, Pa.," The 
Gospel Banner 16 (April 25, 1893) : 268. 

41 Ibid. : 9. 
42Eusebius Hershey, "Correspondence," The Gospel Banner 9 

(November 1, 1886) : 4. 
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Father Gehman wrote in December 1892, "We held a 
protracted meeting in East Hereford for three weeks. " 43 He 
probably helped to open new work in Allentown44 and 
Fleetwood.45 The minutes of the Annual Conference of 
1895 show that there was a discussion of the work of 
missions. After many had spoken, Father Gehman said: "If I 
were a young man again and would see the great need of 
missionary work as I see it now, I would go myself. I have 
often wondered," he said, deeply moved, "why some of our 
young men are not called to go as missionaries. "46 

Father Gehman also advocated camp meetings. J. B. 
Huffman reported that the first camp meeting of the church 
was held in Fetter's Grove, Elkhart County, Indiana, 
beginning July 30, 1880. People present at this meeting 
included several persons from Pennsylvania, including Jonas 
Musselman and Abel StrawnY The news of the camp 
meetings and their use for developing holiness were quickly 
brought to Pennsylvania. On September 15, 1881, Jonas 
Musselman wrote, "Our Presiding Elder, Bro. William 
Gehman, became so intensely interested in the work of the 
Lord, and so filled with His power that he at once purchased 
the grove (Chestnut Hill) for the express purpose of holding 
annual camp meetings there as it is a beautiful local [sic] as 
well as a central point of our work. May the Lord bless Br. 
Gehman."48 In the summer of 1882 Gehman was able ro 
attend camp meeting in Breslau, Ontario. 49 

Camp meetings were a significant part of his work. 
Father Gehman served for a number of years on committees 
relating to camp meetings. His reports speak with en
thusiasm about what he observed. Of the Chestnut Hill 
camp meeting in the summer of 1888 he wrote: 

We can truly say we had a blessed camp meeting from first 
to last. The powers of God were manifested in a special 
manner, so the saints could hardly wait on each other in 
testifying what the Lord had done for them. Whenever the 
invitation was given to come to the alter [sic] for prayer it 
was filled at once. Many souls were converted and others 
made the experience of entire sanctification, testifying 
with gladness of heart to the same."50 

The Reading Eagle gave this account of Father Gehman's 
sermon at a camp meeting in Wyomissing Grove, Mohns
ville, Pennsylvania: 

He thought that Christians should read the Word of God 
and study His works. He pleaded with listeners to "strip 
for the race for salvation, which will effect a complete 
change both within and without. If preachers had a little 
more salvation, they wouldn't need to wear collars so high 
that they have to jump in the air to spit."51 

Father Gehman also gave leadership in the training and 
development of pastors at the Ministerial Convention 1893. 
"An interesting address was given by Eld. W. Gehman on 
the subject 'Our Circuits, should they be large so that 
inexperienced ministers could be used on them as helpers?' It 
would be good if young inexperienced ministers could be 
placed under more experienced ministers on large circuits. " 52 

Father Gehman helped to develop the reading course. He 
also served on the stationing committee and as the 
supervising pastor of younger men for many years. 
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His Pastoral Ministry 

Father Gehman's·chief role was preacher and pastor from 
at least 1849 to 1897. Norman Schantz recalled that he 
preached with common sense, dignity, and emotion. He 
preached, of course, in German. Gehman spoke for two 
hours and fifteen minutes on one occasion. Ceilia Shelly, 
Gehman's granddaughter, recalls that his messages were 
biblical and that he did not criticize people. She also 
remembers the occasion of the death of a man who was 
reported to be a drunken person in town. No minister would 
agree to preach at his funeral, but Gehman agreed to conduct 
the service saying, "I preach to the living, not the dead." 
Schantz believes that God's kingdom increased under his 
leadership. 

Sue S. Michael of Terre Hill, Pennsylvania, wrote: 

There was an invitation given for those desiring sanctifi
cation and a great many obtained the blessing. I thought I 
was in possession of all that was necessary but two weeks 
afterward Bro. Gehman came to our place and preached a 
holiness sermon. I was convinced that there was more for 
me, and on the way home I said to sister Mildred, I want 
to be fully sanctified." sJ 

In 1892 Presiding Elder W. B. Musselman wrote, "Our 
old Bro. Gehman was also very happy, still he begins to feel 
his age, but when in the pulpit age has no effect on him. He 
preached in power."54 In 1894 the minutes of the Annual 
Conference state that the church released Father Gehman 
from their duties so he could attend to the numerous 
preaching requests he had received. 55 

A review of Annual Conference messages preached by 
Father Gehman show a variety of texts relating to the 
ministry. He preached six times on both Psalm 127 and Acts 
20:28. A man observed to Father Gehman that he had one 
text but many messages. Gehman observed in response that 
some men have many texts but the same message. 

Father Gehman's view of the ministry appears in the 
minutes of the ministerial convention of 1893. 

43William Gehman, "Our Fields of Labor," The Gospel Banner 15 
(December 15, 1892): 365. 

44Minutes of the Evangelical Mennonites, November 10, 1874. 
45Ibid., June 3, 1872. 
46 Minutes of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ of Pennsylvania, Feb. 

1, 1895. 
47Jasper Abraham Huffman, History of the Mennonite Brethren in 

Christ Church (New Carlisle, Ohio: Bethel Pub. Co., 1920), p. 149. 
48Jonas Musselman, " Pennsylvania Camp Meeting," The Gospel 

Banner 4 (September 15, 1881): 142. 
49The Gospel Banner 5 Uuly 15, 1882): 108. 
50William Gehman, "Chestnut Hill Camp Meeting Report," The 

Gospel Banner 11 (September 15, 1888): 8. 
51Reading (Pa.) Eagle, July 22, 1901. 
52"Ministerial Association," The Gospel Banner 16 (March 7, 

1893): 9. 
53 SueS. Michael, "Correspondence," The Gospel Banner 6 Uune 15, 

1883): 93. 
54W. B. Musselman," Chestnut Hill Camp Meeting," The Gospel 

Banner 15 (October 1, 1892): 5. 
55 Minutes of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ of Pennsylvania, Feb. 

6, 1893. 
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The characteristics and habits of a successful minister and 
the hindrances to the same by Eld. Wm. Gehman. His own 
state of grace must be good and he must stand firm. He 
must hunger and thirst after the fullness of God, and shall 
guard himself against such things which he warns others. 
His habits should be manly. He must be punctual in 
business as well as at meetings, etc. Should manifest 
simplicity in his dress, teaching and conversations; and 
clear in his preaching. He should be friendly, mild, but 
straight according as the circumstances demand it. The 
hindrances are heedless conversations, sharp dealing, an 
unchaste conduct, contracting debts which he cannot pay, 
poor preparation for the pulpit. 56 

Many of the letters by Father Gehman already quoted 
reveal a concern for bringing the souls of men and women to 
Christ. His willingness to travel to such places as Terre Hill 
and Graterford shows great dedication. These were long 
journeys by horse and buggy or railroad. From 1873 to 
1879, conference minutes include a statistical report of the 
activities of the ministers. During these years Father Gehman 
averaged 95.5 sermons per year, 103.5 family visits per year 
and 1,274 miles traveled per year-all as an unpaid pastor. 57 

His letters of report to the Gospel Banner are not filled with 
the bizarre and miraculous happenings that some relished 
but rather the results of the people who responded to his 
preaching. On January 3, 1893, he wrote: 

We have been holding revival meetings in Upper Milford 
for three weeks now. Bro. Weber has been helping us in the 
last week. The Lord is working wonderfully. Many sinners 
have been melted down, eight so far found peace according 
to their confession. Five are still at the alter [sic] and fresh 
ones are coming every evening. The power of God is 
manifested as I have never seen it before. Hallelujah! Praise 
the Lord.58 

Norman Schantz recalled an event that was out of 
character for Father Gehman. During a testimony meeting a 
man claimed that the Lord had shown him that he would 
not die. He would be taken to heaven in a chariot of fire like 
Elijah. Father Gehman seized him roughly by the shirt and 
said, "I want to tell you, change your mind or you will go to 
hell." Schantz had never heard a stronger statement from 
Gehman. 

It is also said that Father Gehman did not share the strong 
hesitation concerning ecumenical activity later adopted by 
his denomination. He probably was swept along by the 
revival in eastern Pennsylvania among various groups. 
Lutheran and Reformed pulpits of the area welcomed his 
message of revival. Pastor Blatt of the local Lutheran church 
invited Gehman to preach and to pray in his church.59 

Another aspect of Father Gehman's ministry was his 
stewardship. Whether he was a wealthy man cannot be 
determined, but he used what he possessed for the Lord's 
work. At the time of his death his estate was valued at 
$4,339.39.60 He purchased the Chestnut Hill grove as a site 
for camp meetings. The Annual Conference minutes show 
that Gehman held the mortgage on the Reading church in 
the amount of $2,100 for a period of about two years. 61 It is 
alleged that Father Gehman gave W. B. Musselman $3,000 
toward the founding of the Union Gospel Press. 62 Others 
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describe his generosity toward those who were in need. 
Those who came to Gehman's door were not turned away. 
His will shows a number of outstanding loans to family 
members and neighbors. 

Conclusions 

Father William Gehman was not a complicated man. In 
his secular employment he was a simple hardworking 
farmer. In his Christian ministry he preached the word of 
God. He sought to win men and women to Christ and to 
bring them the fullest enjoyment of salvation's blessings. 

Because he chose to join the Mennonite church after his 
conversion, Gehman saw something positive in that fellow
ship. Yet traditional Mennonite concerns apparently were 
not a major part of his ministry. Pacifism and community, 
so much emphasized by Mennonites, did not have pre
eminence with him. Father Gehman rather chose to support 
revivalism and biblical truth. He did not ignore Mennonite 
traditions, but the quest for biblical truth and revival became 
a higher priority. 

Father Gehman left a legacy of revivalism. He sought an 
abundantly overflowing Christian life for all persons and 
believed in the second blessing of sanctification theology. 
The Bible Fellowship Church today clearly does not hold to 
the same view of sanctification, but calling men and women 
to experience the fullness of life in Christ has served as an 
important goal throughout the history of the denomination. 

Father Gehman's vision revealed his concern for establish
ing new churches. The task of maintaining both domestic 
and foreign missions was a significant part of the new 
church. Today he would probably rejoice to see missionaries 
presenting themselves for service, the new churches being 
formed, and the dramatic rise in membership in recent years. 
He was truly committed to the task of building the Christian 
church. 

Father Gehman left a legacy which is apparent in the 
history of the Bible Fellowship Church. As a man involved in 
the initial development of the doctrines of the church, he 
endeavored to discern what God was teaching in the Bible. 
As a leader he served as a rudder to give doctrinal direction to 
the new church. Others provided the zeal and fire, but he 
contributed stability. Subsequent history shows that the 
church changed direction theologically, but it did so out of a 
commitment to the truth of God's word and a willingness to 
change when it believed God called for change. D 

56"Ministerial Association," The Gospel Banner 16 (March 7, 
1893): 9. 

57These statistics are taken by the author from the minutes of the 
Evangelical Mennonites and the Mennonite Brethren in Christ. 

58William Gehman, "Our Fields of Labor," The Gospel Banner 16 
aanuary 3, 1893): 12. 

59Information suppfied by Celia Shelly, granddaughter of William 
Gehman, on March 26, 1984. 

60 Appraisement for Direct Inheritance Tax Purposes, May 17, 1918, 
Lehigh County Courthouse, Allentown, Pa. 

61 Minutes of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ of Pennsylvania, Feb. 
1, 1892. 

621nformation supplied by Mildred Gehman Henry, granddaughter 
of William Gehman, who received it from Dr. Ralph E. Neighbor. 
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This careful study describes the linguistic accommodation made by Old Order 
Amish and Mennonites to maintain their communities. 

Pennsylvania Gennan Among the Plain Groups: 
Convergence as a Strategy of language Maintenance 

by Marion Lois Huffines 

F
or the Amish and Mennonites in North America, 
coping with modernity is realized linguistically as a 
language maintenance problem-the problem of 
maintaining Pennsylvania German within the 

English-speaking environment. Plain commumues have 
successfully maintained Pennsylvania German while attain
ing proficiency in English. The two languages fulfill 
nonoverlapping functions: generally Pennsylvania German is 
spoken at home and in the plain community, and English is 
spoken in school and with all outsiders. 

There are, of course, plain communities in which people 
do not speak Pennsylvania German or are in the process of 
shifting to English. Among non plain Pennsylvania Germans 
the change to English is pervasive. In virtually all nonplain 
Pennsylvania German communities, if Pennsylvania 
German is spoken, it is spoken only by the elderly. Younger 
speakers are nonnative and nonfluent. 

The purpose of this article is to investigate linguistic 
features of Pennsylvania German and to view those features 
within the context of how the community uses the language. 
I will argue that linguistic convergence to English in 
Pennsylvania German is a strategy for maintaining discourse 
in Pennsylvania German and of coping linguistically with 
the surrounding English-speaking environment without 
violating the internal norms for Pennsylvania German usage. 

I will compare the Pennsylvania German of plain groups 
with that of nonplain native speakers. The extent and 
limitations of convergence in any specific variety can be 
ascertained only by comparing it to other varieties. Com
parisons with modern Standard German or with today's 
P(iilzisch, from which Pennsylvania German became distinct 
250 years ago, are inappropriate. The norms upon which to 
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build arguments for or against convergence must derive from 
the Pennsylvania German community itself. 

Interviews 

The observations below are based on data from inter
views with thirty-three native speakers from three different 
groups-thirteen nonplain, ten Mennonite, and nine Amish. 
All informants are bilingual Pennsylvania German and 
English speakers. The interview consists of three parts: free 
conversation, translation of English sentences into Pennsyl
vania German, and description of pictures. 

Group N consists of the nonplain native speakers of 
Pennsylvania German who range in age from thirty-five to 
seventy-five years; all but four are sixty years old or older. 
They live in the farm valleys of southern Northumberland, 
northern Dauphin, and western Schuylkill counties where 
they were born and have spent their adult lives. All but the 
two youngest (thirty-five and forty-seven years old) continue 
to speak Pennsylvania German with their spouses and peers, 
but all speak English to their children. 

The plain native speakers of Pennsylvania German range 
from twenty-four to sixty-five years of age. All but one were 
born and raised in Lancaster County but currently reside in 
Union County, Pennsylvania. All speak Pennsylvania 
German for daily discourse within the family and 
community. 

Group M consists of members of an Old Order 
Mennonite community, also called "Team Mennonites." 
The group is characterized by horse-and-buggy trans
portation, distinctive dress, and limited education to the 
eighth grade. 
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Group A consists of eight members of a conservative wing 
of the New Order Amish and one member of an Old Order 
Amish community. As do the Old Order Mennonites, 
members of the New Order Amish group have electricity in 
their homes, and the group is also characterized by horse
and-buggy transportation, distinctive dress, and limited 
education to the eighth grade. The Old Order Amish 
informant has no electricity in his home. 

While speakers often comment on the frequency of loan 
words to the point of despairing over the integrity of the 
language, they fail to notice other convergent behaviors, 
especially in the area of syntax. Because Pennsylvania 
German and English derive historically from a common 
Germanic source, evidence of convergence toward English 
due to contact with English must be sought in structures 
which contrast sharply. 

I will comment on three areas of syntactic variation in 
Pennsylvania German where these structures contrast with 
English structures in form and/or function: (1) case usage, 
specifically the status of the dative case; (2) verbal aspect, 
specifically the use of the auxiliary duh; and (3) word order, 
specifically the position of the past participle in independent 
clauses and of finite verbs in dependent clauses. 

Dative Case 

The Pennsylvania German case system for nouns consists 
of two cases: the common case, which fulfills nominative 
and accusative functions, and a dative case. Cases are marked 
by the endings on the articles and adjectives modifying the 
noun. The nominative/accusative distinction exists for 
pronouns. Although all prescriptive grammars carefully 
distinguish dative forms and functions, variability in the use 
of the dative is reported for the Old Order Mennonites in 
Pennsylvania and Ontario, 1 for the Old Order Amish in 
Delaware, 2 and by Costello. 3 All three indicate a trend 
toward the use of the common case and accusative pronouns 
to fulfill dative functions. 

In the Pennsylvania German spoken in the communities 
under consideration, the plain and nonplain informants 
diverge sharply in their use of the dative. This divergence 
obtains across interview tasks. Table 1 reports the case of 
personal pronouns in dative functions in the translation task. 

Table 1 
Case of Personal Pronouns in Dative Functions: 

Group 

N 

M 
A 

Translation Task 

Dative 

83 
1 

2 

Accusative 

22 

86 
90 

Although speakers in Group N show variation, they also 
show firm control of dative case usage. Much of the 
variation in Group N can be attributed to the two youngest 
speakers of that group, who do not speak Pennsylvania 
German in their homes as the others in the group regularly 
do. Among the plain groups the dative is virtually 
nonexistent. Examples from the translation task appear in 
list 1. 
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List 1 
Examples of Pronouns in Dative Functions: 

Translation Task 

N: Ich hap ihne geschder gholfe 
N: Ich hap sie geschder gholfe 
A: Ich hap sie gholfe geschder 

"I helped them yesterday" 

N: Es gheert net zu dir 
M: Es gheert net zu dich 
A: Es heert net zu dich 

"It doesn't belong to you" 

N: Sie hen s ihm no schpeeter gschickt 
M: Sie hen s en no schpeeter gschickt 
A: Sie hen es zu en gschickt schpeeter 

"They sent it to him then later" 

N: Sei Daadi gebt mir oft Geld 
M: Sei Daed gebt mich oft Geld 
A: Sei Daed gebt mich als Geld 

"His daddy often gives me money" 

The occurrence of dative pronouns in free conversation 
and picture descriptions support the results of the translation 
data. See table 2. 

Table 2 
Dative Personal Pronouns: 

Free Conversation and Picture Descriptions 

Group 1 sg 2 sg 3 msg 3 fsg 3 pi Total 

N 14 5 9 8 3 39 

M 0 1 0 0 0 1 
A 0 0 0 0 0 0 

List 2 shows one example of comparable structures from the 
picture description task: 

List 2 
Examples of Pronouns in Dative Functions: 

Picture Description 
N: Sie schmeisst zu ihm 

"She throws to him" 
Ar schmeisst zu ihre 
"He throws to her" 

M: S Meedli schmeisst zu der Bu 
"The little girl throws to the boy" 

A: S Meedli schmeisst der Balle zu der Bu 
"The little girl throws the ball to the boy" 

1Keith 0. Anderson and Willard Martin, "Language Loyalty 
Among the Pennsylvania Germans: A Status Report on Old Order 
Mennonites in Pennsylvania and Ontario," Germanica-Americana, ed. 
E. A. Albrecht and]. A. Burzle (Lawrence, Kans.: University of Kansas, 
1976), p. 78. 

2Werner Enninger, "Syntactic Convergence in a Stable Triglossia 
Plus Trilingualism Situation in Kent County, Delaware, U.S.," 
Zeitschri(t fur Dialektologie und Linguistik Beihe(te 32 (1980): 48-49. 

3John R. Costello, "Pennsylvania German and English: Languages in 
Contact," Deutsch als Muttersprache in den Vereinigten Staaten, ed. 
Heinz Koss (Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner, 1985), p. 2:117. 
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List 3 gives examples of dative functions from the free 
conversation data. Group N uses the dative case to express 
those functions; Group M and A use the accusative case. 

List 3 
Examples of Pronouns in Dative Functions: 

Free Conversation 
N: No misse mir ihne aa mit helfe 

"Now we also have to help them along" 

N: S geht mer wunderbaar hart 
"It is awfully hard for me" 

N: Ich kann dir net sa age 
"I can't. tell you" 

M: Arhat schwetze kenne mit sie 
"He could talk with her" 

M: Ich will mich noch en Frack mache 
"I still want to make myself a dress" 

M: Wann mer dich eppes letz gsaat hen 
"If we said something wrong to you" 

A: Ass negscht waar zu mich 
"Who was next to me" 

A: Ich kann es dich net sa age 
"I can't tell you that" 

A: Ich hap ihn gholfe in sell 
"I helped him in that" 

Group N maintains a vigorous dative case which fulfills 
dative functions. Variation exists within Group N, where 
the two youngest members resort to common case and 
accusative forms, but even their speech has evidence of 
operative dative rules. In groups M and A the merger of the 
dative and common case system is complete. 4 These speakers 
have a one·case system for nouns and a two-case system for 
pronouns. One must note that this case merger need not 
necessarily be caused by the close contact with English; 
northern European German dialects and the dialect of Berlin 
have also merged the dative and accusative cases and have 
done so without intimate contact with English. However, in 
contrast to nonplain Pennsylvania German, the plain 
Pennsylvania German case system now parallels the English 
case system. 

The Auxiliary duh (to do) 

The Pennsylvania German verb duh, "to do," serves a 
limited function in the verb aspect system as an auxiliary. It 
is the obligatory auxiliary in the formation of the present 
subjunctive for most verbs. This subjunctive usage is not 
under consideration in this discussion. The use of the 
auxiliary duh with the infinitive of the main verb seems to 
express present tense iteration-activities which take place 
repeatedly but not continuously.5 1t occurs most frequently 
in discussions describing repeated activities such as those 
which regularly take place during annual family butcherings: 
no dutt der Butscher es mixe, "then the butcher mixes it;" 
dee! Leit duhne Schperribs schneide, "some people cut up 
spareribs." Data from this sample do not support the 
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description of the auxiliary duh by Buffington and Barba as 
an emphatic form used most frequently to ask questions and 
to make negative statements.6 See table 3. 

Table 3 
Use of the Auxiliary duh: 

Translation Task 

Group Total Question Negative Emphasis 

N 30 10 7 1 

M 23 2 6 1 

A 24 11 4 1 

Plain informants, especially the Amish, tend to use the 
auxiliary duh more frequently than do nonplain informants 
in free conversation though the use of auxiliary duh forms is 
not particularly frequent for any group. See table 4. 

Table 4 
Use of Auxiliary duh: 

Free Conversation 

Group Occurrences Words Score 

N 24 1,303 18 

M 32 1,520 21 

A 40 1,255 31 

The score is the number of occurrences of the auxiliary 
duh divided by the average number of words per speaker for 
each group, multiplied by 103• In free conversation no more 
than three instances of duh occur in negative statements for 
each group. No instance of duh occurs to formulate 
questions. 

Three more significant differences in the use of the 
auxiliary duh emerge from the speech of the plain in
formants when it is compared to that of the nonplain. 

1. Plain informants from groups MandA frequently use 
the auxiliary duh with adverbs and temporal clauses which 
indicate repeated time: Ich du alsemol yogurt mache, 
"Sometimes I make yogurt;" Wann mir butschere dun ich 
Fleesch kaenna, "When we butcher, I can meat;" Mer dutt s 
allegebott schtaare, "One stirs it once in a while." 

2. Plain informants employ the auxiliary duh in pro
form functions, i.e., the auxiliary stands alone in place of the 
main verb: Sie duhn als noch, "They still do;" Ich weess ass 
some Leit duhn, "I know that some people do;" Nau duhn 
mir aa, "Now we do, too." 

3. Plain informants extend the use of the auxiliary duh 
to verbs which cannot express repeated action: Er dutt alles 
wisse wie sell, "He knows everything like that;" Es dutt 
mich gleiche, "It likes me;" Blumme wu gut schmacke duhn, 
"Flowers which smell good." 

4Marion Lois Huffines, "Case Usage Among the Pennsylvania 
German Sectarians and Nonsectraians," Investigating Obsolescence: 
Studies in Language Contraction and Death, ed. Nancy C. Dorian 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988). 

5Marion Lois Huffines, "The Function of Aspect in Pennsylvania 
German and the Impact of English," Yearbook of German-American 
Studies 21 (1986): 149. 

6Aibert F. Buffington and Preston A. Barba, A Pennsylvania German 
Grammar (Allentown, Pa.: Schlechter's, 1954), p. 26. 
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This evidence indicates that in the Pennsylvania German 
of the plain community constructions with duh no longer 
have a semantic force sufficiently strong enough to express 
present iteration; that function is being carried out by 
adverbs and other temporal phrases. This observation is 
supported by the use of duh in pro-form function, where it 
stands in place of the main verb, and by the extension of the 
construction to verbs which cannot be iterative. 

The use of duh exhibits convergent behavior which is 
more complex than was seen in the use of the dative: 
Pennsylvania German duh does not parallel functions or 
assume the role of English "do"; it is not used with any 
special frequency in the formation of questions or negatives; 
it is not used emphatically. All groups provide uniform and 
unambiguous evidence of that fact. In plain communities a 
subtle semantic shift is occurring. The loss of iterative 
meaning results in the increased availability of duh to 
perform functions more similar to the English model. The 
use of duh as a pro-form is such a function. 

Word Order 

Pennsylvania German and English contrast sharply in 
rules governing word order. A frequently cited characteristic 
of all German dialects spoken in America is the trend toward 
word order patterns which parallel those in English. The 
question arises of the extent to which these trends actually 
reflect contact with English and of the extent to which the 
variation of the word order was already present in German 
dialects. Published Pennsylvania German writings give little 
help. Early writers often had been trained in standard 
varieties of German, and the relationship of written 
Pennsylvania German to spoken Pennsylvania German is 
unclear. 

In order to determine whether convergence obtains, I 
investigated two distinctive word order patterns of Pennsyl
vania German which contrast with English placement rules: 
the position of the past participle in independent clauses and 
the position of the finite verb in dependent clauses. These 
results are preliminary. 

In independent clauses the prescribed position for the past 
participle is at the end of the clause. Although Frey7 and 
Haag8 state categorically that in independent clauses the past 
participle comes at the end, Buffington and Barba suggest 
that variation exists in the application of this rule: "[It] is 
not uncommon to place the adverbial modifiers after the 
past participle. " 9 The data from the communities under 
investigation suggest that variation does indeed characterize 
Pennsylvania German. See tables 5 and 6. 

Group 

N 
M 

A 
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Table 5 
Position of the Past Participle in 

Independent Clauses: 
Translation Data 

Total No. 
of 

Participles 

110 

91 

96 

No. of 
Nonfinal 

39 

59 

62 

Pet. of 
Nonfinal 

35% 

65% 

65% 

Table 6 
Position of the Past Participle in 

Independent Clauses: 
Free Conversation 

Total No. 
of No. of Pet. of 

Group Participles Nonfinal Nonfinal 

N 678 94 14% 

M 496 117 24% 

A 357 111 31% 

In the translation task groups M and A place past 
participles in nonfinal position almost twice as frequently as 
Group N. All groups place past participles in nonfinal 
position more frequently in the translation task than in free 
conversation, but in both interview tasks Group N does so 
significantly less frequently than do the plain groups. If the 
past participle is not in final position, one prepositional 
phrase or one adverb typically follows it. See examples from 
the translation task in list 5. 

List 5 
Word Order in Independent Clauses: 

Translation Task 
N: Es hat geschder gereggert 

"It rained yesterday 
M&A: Es hat gereggert geschder 

N: Es hata der Daag eb sell gereggert 
"It rained the day before yesterday" 

M&A: Es hat gereggert der Daag eb sell 

N : Hap ich zu mir selwert gedenkt 
"I thought to myself" 

M&A: Hap ich gedenkt zu mich selwert 

N: Sie hen s ihm no schpeeter gschickt 
"They sent it to him later" 

M&A: Sie hen s zu en gschickt schpeeter 
Sie hen es schpeeter gschickt zu ihn 

Observations based on translation data alone would 
consistently overrate the trend which suggests convergence 
toward English. 

In dependent clauses the prescribed position for the 
inflected or finite verb form is at the end of the clause, 
including auxiliaries which directly follow the past participle 
in final position. Again Buffington and Barba indicate that 
variation is common: "[We] often find in a dependent clause 
a modifier of the verb at the end of the clause instead of the 
verb itself." 10 The spoken Pennsylvania German of the 
current sample supports Buffington and Barba's observation. 
See tables 7 and 8. 

7]. William Frey, A Simple Grammar of Pennsylvania German 
(Lancaster, Pa.: Brookshire Publications, 1981), p. 58. 

8Earl C. Haag, A Pennsylvania German Reader and Grammar 
(University Park, Pa.: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1982), p. 
148. 

9Buffington and Barba, Pennsylvania German Grammar, p. 63. 
10Ibid., p. 92. This discussion does not include verbs with dependent 

infinitives. 
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Table 7 
Position of the Finite Verb in 

Dependent Clauses: 
Translation Data 

No. of Pet. of 
Group Total No. Nonfinal Nonfinal 

N 255 20 8% 

M 194 19 10% 

A 225 20 9% 

Table 8 
Position of the Finite Verb in 

Dependent Clauses: 
Free Conversation 

No. of Pet. of 

Group Total No. Nonfinal Nonfinal 

N 371 59 16% 

M 342 60 18% 

A 268 47 18% 

The nonplain language behavior does not contrast with 
plain language behavior; the difference between the groups is 
not significant. All groups increase the number of finite verbs 
in dependent clauses in nonfinal position during free 
conversation-the figures double. This is the reverse of the 
pattern exhibited by past participles in independent clauses. 
Examples of dependent word order from rhe translation task 
appear in list 6. 

List 6 
Word Order in Dependent Clauses: 

Translation Task 

N: Wann ich gwisst hett ass du noch am schlofe 
waerscht 

M&A: Wann ich gwisst hett ass du noch en schlofe 
waerscht 
"If I had known that you were asleep" 

N: Wann sie yuscht net nach die Schul breichte 
M&A: Wann sie yuscht net in die Schul geh 

breichte 
"If only they didn't have to go to school" 

N &M&A: as sie gut yuse deet 
"who would treat her well" 

For all groups, the use of the finite verb in final position is 
stable and shows little variation. 

Conclusion 
What does all of this mean for coping with modernity? 

The speech of the nonplain native speakers of Pennsylvania 
German (Group N) shows evidence of a more conservative 
norm, one which more closely reflects prescribed usage. The 
dative case fulfills dative functions; the auxiliary use of duh 
is limited and expresses present iteration; past participles 
usually appear in final position. 

Group N also exhibits variation which indicates the 
presence of other language patterns, especially in the speech 
of younger speakers-the use of the common case to fulfill 
dative functions, few instances of the auxiliary duh as a 
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pro-form, and the use of final position in independent 
clauses for adverbial material. This variation within the 
nonplain community and its most frequent occurrence in the 
speech of younger speakers suggest the incipient loss of a 
community norm. 

Individuals in Group N accommodate their linguistic 
environment as best they can-by using Pennsylvania 
German rules when speaking Pennsylvania German and by 
changing to English when those rules fail them. The 
accommodation to the English-speaking environment, that 
is, coping with modernity by Group N, is the switching 
behavior. As English fulfills communicative functions once 
allocated to Pennsylvania German, Pennsylvania German 
falls into disuse. 

The characteristic feature of the death of language is the 
resultant variation and the lack of a clear norm within the 
community. Group N is the last of the native speakers of 
Pennsylvania German in their community, but they still 
exhibit firm control of Pennsylvania German rules. The 
language is dying, but it is dying intact and shows little 
evidence of convergence to English. 

The Mennonites and the Amish (Groups M and A) 
contrast in their language behavior with Group N: The 
dative and the common case have merged, the auxiliary use 
of duh has shifted semantically and is beginning to assume 
English-like functions, and the past participle in independent 
clauses occurs significantly more frequently in nonfinal 
position than the more conservative Group N norm suggests 
as typical. Each of the resulting language patterns parallel an 
English model. Uniformity is particularly striking in the 
language behavior of the plain communities. Accommo
dation to English and coping with modernity is communal. 
The community maintains a norm. Individuals do not 
accommodate their linguistic environment, but the com
munity accommodates the environment, not by switching to 
English but by making their Pennsylvania German more like 
English. The rules for language behavior in plain com
munities prescribe usage, not form. The forced use of 
Pennsylvania German exposes it to English influences, and 
convergence is the means by which Pennsylvania German is 
maintained. 

I close with an observation which also seems to emerge 
from the data: convergence has it limits. Certainly this is true 
culturally, and I believe it is also true linguistically and for 
the same reasons. Such limitation is strongly suggested by the 
data regarding the position of finite verbs in dependent 
clauses; by the failure of the Pennsylvania German duh more 
regularly to form questions, negatives, and emphatics; and 
by the reluctance of the past participle to move further into 
the independent clause. Some structures seem to resist 
change. 

Perhaps certain patterns are so vital to the integrity of the 
linguistic code or so stable a structural unit as to be 
unassailable by foreign models and words. I do not expect 
that convergence will proceed until the communities achieve 
an English grammar realized in Pennsylvania German 
words. Such a complete word replacement is socio
linguistically improbable. The limits of linguistic con
vergence is an area we need to explore. D 
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A number of Reformed Mennonites comprise the descendants 
of this pioneer in southern Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 

Descendants of Martin Eshleman and Elizabeth Groff 

by Wilmer]. Eshleman 

A
s an introduction I will briefly list the first 
Eshleman families in my records who settled east 
of the Susquehanna River in southeastern 
Pennsylvania. 

1. Anna Eshleman arrived in Germantown, Pennsyl
vania, in 1710 as a widow, aged thirty-seven years. She then 
had a sixteen-year-old son. 1 

2. Daniel Ashelman, Sr., appears on a 1720 tax list for 
what is now Lancaster County. 2 He is probably the Daniel 
Eschelmann, a Mennonite, who lived in Langenzell near 
Heidelberg, Germany, in 1717.3 He first married Elizabeth 
Brubaker and perhaps a Catherine. 4 They had two sons, who 
remained single, and five daughters. His will was probated 
in 1749.5 

3. Heimich Ishelman arrived at Philadelphia on August 
24, 1728. He was born on December 6, 1707, in Canton 
Zurich, Switzerland. He married Barbara Kendig and Anna 
Bachman. They settled in what is now Rapho Township in 
Lancaster County about one-half mile west of Masterson-

H. Frank Eshleman (1869-1953), a descendant of 1732 immigrant 
Benedict Eshleman and a grandson of Martha Eshleman (E241), wrote 
Historic Background and Annals of the Swiss and German Pioneer 
Settlers of Southeastern Pennsylvania .. . ,. published in 1917 in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
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ville and attended a Dunkard congregation. Although his 
will was not probated until1788, he probably died in 1778 
soon after he wrote it. 6 

4. The name of Jacob Eshleman (July 4, 1710-Feb. 
1758) appears on the Philadelphia ship list in 1729. He was 
born in Switzerland and lived about one-half mile south of 
Strasburg in Lancaster County. He first married Barbara 
Barr (1714-1743) in 1740 and later married a youthful 
Catherine Eshleman on January 15, 1745.7 

5. Benedict Eschelman immigrated to Philadelphia on 
September 11, 1732. He married Anna Stehman, daughter 
of Joseph and Verena Stehman. They settled in Conestoga 
Township in Lancaster County. Three stone mansions bear 
his name. He died between June 7, 1777, and August 5, 
1780.8 

6. Magdalena Eschelman arrived at Philadelphia on 
September 10, 1731. She was a sister of the previously 
mentioned Benedict and remained single.9 

7. Johannes Eschellman, a redemptioner, signed his 
name to the ship list on September 21, 1731, and was listed 
as nineteen years of age. Martin Mylin paid his tax of £8 
11s. 3d. I have no more information concerning him. 10 

8. Peter Eshleman, father of the previously mentioned 
Benedict and Magdalena, immigrated to Philadelphia on 

1Martin H. Brackbill, interview at Lancaster, Pa., ca. 1960. 
2Gary T. Hawbaker and Clyde L. Groff, A New Index, Lancaster 

County, Pennsylvania, Before the Federal Census, vol. 4: Index to the 
1718-1726 Tax Records of Chester County Relating to Areas Later Part 
of Lancaster County (Hershey, Pa.: Gary T. Hawbaker, 1985), p. 14. 

3Hermann and Gertrud Guth and J. Lemar and Lois Ann Mast, 
Palatine Mennonite Census Lists, 1664-1793 (Elverson, Pa .: 
Mennonite Family History, 1987), p. 21. 

4Fayette Eshelman Collection, Lancaster County Historical Society, 
Lancaster, Pa. Unless otherwise noted, information in this list comes 
from these papers. 

5Will A-1-171, Lancaster County Courthouse, Lancaster, Pa. 
6Will X-2-116, Lancaster; Ralph Beaver Strassburger, Pennsylvania 

German Pioneers: A Publication of the Original Lists of Arrivals in the 
Port of Philadelphia from 1727 to 1808, ed. William John Hinke, 
Pennsylvania-German Society Proceedings and Addresses, vol. 42 
(Norristown, Pa.: Pennsylvania German Society, 1934), p. 1:19. 

7Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, p. 1:24; Mettha W. 
Eshleman, A Man Called jacob of Strasburg (New Orleans, La. : 
Compiler, 1973), p. 1. 

8Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, p. 1:69; Will D-1-21, 
Lancaster. 

9Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, p. 1:44. 
10Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, p. 1:47; I. Daniel 

Rupp, History of Lancaster County .. . (Lancaster, Pa.: Gilbert Hills, 
1844), p. 75. 
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August 28, 1733, with four young children: Christian, aged 
19 years; Barbara, 16; Jacob, 11; and Peter, 9. The father's 
age was 50. He first settled at the mouth of the Conestoga 
River and later moved to Brecknock Township in Lancaster 
County, where he wrote his will in 1749. This area had 
become a part of Cumru Township in Berks County by the 
time his will was probated in 1754.11 Eshlemans from the 
Reading, Pennsylvania, area are primarily descended from 
this Peter. 

9. The name of Jacob Eshleman (ca. 1700-ca. 1776) 
appears on the Philadelphia ship lists for September 9, 1749. 
Jacob married an Elizabeth and settled in Manor Township 
in Lancaster County near the Conestoga River. He had one 
son and three daughters. He was the ancestor of the late 
congressman from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, named Edwin 
D. Eshleman. 12 

10. Peter/ Peder Eshleman's name also appears along 
with the name of Jacob on the 17 49 ship list. He settled near 
the Swatara Creek in Lebanon Township in Lancaster 
County. 13 

11. Ulrich Eshleman (d. 1802) was born in Switzerland, 
and his name appears on a 1754 ship list with the age of 
twenty years. In 1760 he married Feronica Herr (d. 1769), 
daughter of Abraham Herr and Anna Miller. Perhaps he 
married again to a Catherine who died in 1809. Ulrich was a 
Mennonite and died in Warwick Township. 14 

12. Christian Aschliman (d. 1803) immigrated on the 
ship Sally in 1770 with a family. H e settled in Brecknock 
Township in Lancaster County near the Allegheny 
Mennonite Church. Information from the almsbook of the 
Bowmansville Mennonite Church indicates that Niclaus 
Tschantz collected about £21 for a loan to Christian 
Aschliman for his passage across the Atlantic Ocean. 15 

Martin Eshleman 

One se~ondary source states that Martin Eshleman (E) 
was born in Bavaria near the Swiss border, but I cannot 
confirm this. 16 In 1928 Annie Eshleman, widow of Samuel 
Eshleman (E311) (1830-1902), held a sale on the homestead 
of Samuel Eshleman (E3) (1779-1843) in Strasburg Township. 
The latter Samuel had been one of the executors mentioned 
in the will of his father, Martin (E). His Strasburg home had 
become the depository of any Eshleman possessions which 
may have survived since the days of Marrin Eshleman 
because a sale had never been held there. 

Susan Eshleman (E3117) (1884-1982) once told me that 
her father, Samuel (E311), was a quiet man who seldom 
spoke of the family history. She said an old, rough-looking 
chest was sold which had · always been referred to as being 
"brought across the ocean," but she never heard anyone say 
who may have bought it. 17 This is circumstantial evidence 
which, I believe, suggests that Martin Eshleman was an 
immigrant. . 

Martin Eshleman (d. June 6, 1808) of Martie Township, 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, is first documented in 
1758 as the brother-in-law of Jacob Eshleman of Strasburg, 
Pennsylvania. A portion of Jacob's will reads as follows: 

18 

I give and device to my beloved Wife Catrina 
(Catharine] the Plantation and Tract of Land of One 
hundred & Eighteen Acers & a halfe . . . . I geave and 
bequeath unto my Brother in Law Martin Eshleman the 
Sum of Twenty Pounds ... I give and bequeath unto my 
Brother in Law John Eshleman the sum of Twenty Pounds 
. . . I give to Anna Eshleman Two of my Cows of the 
middling price appraissed by my Executors. 18 

Jacob then appointed Christian Hare, Benjamin Groff, and 
John Miller as executors of his will. 

Because Jacob Eshleman named Martin Eshleman and 
John Eshleman as his brothers-in-law, his widow, 
Catharine, would certainly have been their sister. Jacob also 
willed two cows to Anna Eshleman, who possibly was an 
older woman and the mother of Martin, John, and 
Catharine. In any event, we hear no more of this Anna. I am 
convinced that Martin Eshleman and John Eshleman (d. 
1801), who went to Donegal Township, were brothers-in
law of Jacob Eshleman of Strasburg Township, who was 
married to their sister, Catharine. 

On March 30, 1765, Christley Groff and wife 
Margaretha of Strasburg Township granted a mortgage for 
56 acres of land to Martin Eshleman.t9 On May 17, 1765, 
according to records at the First Reformed Church in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Martin Eshleman married 
Elizabeth Groff. She was the daughter of "Swamp" John 
Groff (ca. 1715-1777) of Martie Township and Anna Herr, 
who was the daughter of Isaac Herr (d. 1747). 20 

About 1760 widower John Groff of Martie Township 
married Catharine Eshleman (b. ca. 1726), the widow of 
Jacob Eshleman of Strasburg Township. She bore him six 
Groff children: Benjamin (b. 1762), Joseph (b. 1763), Maria 
(b. 1767),Jacob (b.1767), Martin (b. 1770), and Abraham 
(1773-1846). 21 Catharine's second husband, "Swamp" 

11Will 1-11, Berks County Courthouse, Reading, Pa.; Strassburger, 
Pennsylvania German Pioneers, pp. 1:116-118. 

12Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, p. 1: 397; Will C-1-
333, Lancaster. 

BStrassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, 1:397; Deed B-1-
467, Lancaster County Courthouse, Lancaster, Pa. 

14Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, p. 1:610; Will H-1-
180, Lancaster. 

IS Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers, p. 1:7 32; Will H-1-
285, Lancaster; unpublished abstracts translated by Noah G. Good 
from the original almsbook at Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, 
Lancaster, Pa. 

16Mrs. Howard H. Snyder, whose research is bound in a volume at 
the Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society, Lancaster Theological 
Seminary, Lancaster, Pa., is said to have contacted Enos Eshleman, son 
of Samuel Eshleman (1830-1902), and made the following statement: 
"Martin Eshleman came from Bavaria in Germany, near the Swiss 
border where he was born." A Mrs. Miller Purcell of Harrisburg may 
have been involved with this research. 

17Perhaps this was the chest noted in the 1808 inventory of Martin 
Eshleman. 

!SWill B-1-219, Lancaster. 
19Deed K-1-195, Lancaster. 
20isaac Herr was survived by a grandson, Henry Herr, a daughter 

Elizabeth, and a daughter Anna (deceased). He mentioned Anna:s 
husband, John Groff, in his will. See Will A-1-134, Lancaster. 
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John Groff, died in 1777, leaving her a widow for a second 
time. She married for a third time Benjamin Groff of 
Lampeter and is said to have died in 1813.22 With the death 
of John Groff in 1777, widow Catharine needed someone to 
operate her farm in Martie Township. Therefore she invited 
her brother, Martin Eshleman of Strasburg, who was 
married to her stepdaughter, Elizabeth Groff. 

In 1777 in the militia records of Captain John Slay
maker's Company from the east end of Strasburg Township 
appear the names of Jacob Eshleman, 3rd Class, and Martin 
Eshleman, 4th Class. In 1780 we find Jacob and Martin 
Eshleman recorded as members of Captain Alexander 
White's Company. Also, in 1779 Martin Eshleman was a 
tenant of widow [Catharine] Groff in Martie Township, 
according to tax records. 23 Only the name of Jacob 
Eshleman appears in later militia lists so that we can assume 
that Martin Eshleman and family had moved safely to the 
"Swamp" John Groff homestead. 

My ancestor, Martin Eshleman of Martie Township, 
died on June 6, 1808.24 I am almost certain that Martin and 
Elizabeth Eshleman were buried in the Groff-Eshleman 
cemetery in Providence Township. His son, Samuel Eshle
man, and his son-in-law, David Martin (spouse of E7), were 
his executors, and his inventory was worth £3,436. 25 These 
siblings-Martin, John, and Catherine-died within a span 
of twelve years. 

The house of Martin Eshleman was built of logs and is 
said to have been about seventy feet long. Because only half 
of the house had a cellar under it, it apparently had been 
built in two sections. A porch on the front and one on the 
back are said to have made an early frontier appearance 
because of the house's elevation. It faced a meadow to the 
south and had fourteen rooms and an attic As was the 
custom, the house had a large living room stretching to the 
full length of the house on the first floor. This large house 
was equipped with a large semidetached kitchen, fireplace, 
and bake oven. The roof was of wood shingles, which 
probably had originally been hand-split shakes. 

In later years boards covered the logs, and the kitchen 
became a utility room for washing, butchering, etc. After a 
day of butchering in 1946 the old homestead burned down 
and, because no trace of the freshly butchered hams was ever 
found, the origin of the fire was most suspicious. Today a 
modern house built on the site is the home of an Amish 
farmer. 

John Eshleman 
John Eshleman of Donegal Township in Lancaster 

County married widow Elizabeth Schaub. John 
"Aschleman" received a warrant for 275 acres of land called 
Hopewell in what is now West Donegal Township in 
1765.26 He died in 1801, leaving a widow Elizabeth and "an 
only son, John Junr. "27 

John Eshleman, Jr. (June 19, 1765-1807), married 
Elizabeth Shenk of Donegal Township. He left a widow, 
Elizabeth, and seven children. Their children were: John III 
(-1794-1815), Jacob (1796-1878, m. Elizabeth Shenk [?]), 
Elizabeth (b. 1799, m. David Shenk in 1817), Ann (b. 
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1800), Henry (1802-1880, m. Barbara Benner), Michael 
(1803-1894, m. Susan Mathias), and Abraham (1805-
1871, m. Susan Ebersol). 28 

Abraham Eshleman (1805-1871) and Susan Ebersol 
(April 10, 1810-May 22, 1888) are buried in Kraybill 
Mennonite Cemetery in East Donegal Township in Lan
caster County. They had fourteen children. Ten are listed 
here: Anna (1828-1924, m. Levi Henry), David (b. 1829, m. 
Sarah Kauffman, Martha (1830-1929, m. Uriah Eichel
berger), Susan (b. 1833, m. Jacob Hirsh), Mary (b. 1837, m. 
Samuel Winters), Martin (1840-1868, m. Anna Blotten
berger), John Eshleman (b. 1842, m. Ellen Wolf), Abraham, 
Henry (1845-1924, m. Anna Hershelroth), and Simon 
(1885-1916, m.[1] Mary A. Zeager, m.[2] Mary J. Arms). 

Code Numbering System 

The modified Henry system assigns a unique 
number to each direct ancestor which denotes their 
relationship to the progenitor (first person in system) 
who usually receives the first letter of the surname. The 
number of digits indicates the number of generations 
distant from the progenitor. The value of the digit 
indicates birth order. The tenth child is assigned a zero 
digit and the eleventh child receives the letter a. 
Subsequent children after the eleventh receive letters in 
alphabetical sequence. For example: 

E Progenitor 
El First child of progenitor 
Ell First child of the first child of progenitor 
E2 Second child of progenitor 
E2a Eleventh child of the second child of progenitor 

Genealogical Outline 
E Martin Eshleman, d. June 6, 1808 

m. May 19, 1765 Elizabeth Groff 
El John Eshleman, 1766-1823 (?).Probably lived in Bedford 

Co., Pa.; buried in Replogle Cemetery, Woodbury, Bedford 
Co., Pa. By his father's will John received a plantation in 
Bedford Co., Pa., where he went to live and no doubt died. 
With his first wife, Elizabeth Diffenbach, he had at least one 
child and possibly two children. Elizabeth probably died 

21Clyde L. Groff, Walter B. Groff, and Jane Evans Best, The Groff 
Book, vol. 1: A Good Life in a New Land (Ronks, Pa.: Groff History 
Associates, 1985), p. 196. 

22Catharine was living in 1812 when Benjamin Groff wrote his 
will-Will K-1-228, Lancaster. 

23Pennsylvania Archives, 5th ser., VII, 47, 649; 3rd ser., XVII, 637. 
24Will 1-1-132, Lancaster. 
25His 1811 inventory is filed at the Lancaster County Historical 

Society, Lancaster, Pa. 
26Patent P-19-414, Division of Land Records, Pennsylvania His

torical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pa. 
27Deed 1-3-514, Lancaster. 
2BOrphans' Court Records, Miscellaneous Book, 1808-13, p. 20. See 

alsop. 37, in which " Elizabeth Shenk, late widow of John Eshleman, 
late of Donegal Township, deceased," requested assistance for support 
of her children. She was granted $8.50 per annum from 1807 to 1809. 
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after the birth of the second child. At the death of their father 
John when his estate was to be settled, the two older sons, 
Samuel and David, eliminated their two younger brothers, 
Jacob and Benjamin, from the provisions of their father's 
will; this left them enemies for the rest of their lives. 
m.(l) Elizabeth Diffenbach 
m. (2) April 1, 1794 Maria Eshleman 

Ell Samuel Eshleman, 1795-1875. Purchased Jackson's mills 
in Bedford Co., Pa., later selling them to his brother David 
(E13) and moving west to Iowa with his family to be with 
his uncle, Abraham Eshleman (Ec), who had moved there 
years earlier. According to Benjamin Jones, son of Samuel 
Jones and Hettie Eshleman (E 14 27), he returned to Pennsyl
vania on a visit in the 1870s when he was quite wealthy. A 
daughter accompanied him. He and his wife had five 
children, including John and Mary. He died in Iowa. 
m. Susanna Hoover (E94) 

El2 Elizabeth Eshleman, 1799-1867; single. Resided with her 
brothers Jacob and Benjamin in Providence and Drumore 
townships in Lancaster County; buried in Byerland 
Mennonite Cern. 

E13 David Eshleman, 1801-1876. Resided in Bedford Co., Pa.; 
buried in East Providence Twp., Bedford Co., Pa., in an 
unused Methodist Episcopal cemetery. In addition to his 
five children, he had three stepsons who were killed iri the 
Civil War. 
m. (1) Elizabeth Jackson29 
m. (2) Mrs. Anna L. Hixon 

E131 Benjamin Eshleman. Killed in the Civil War. 
E132 Martha Eshleman. Her husband was killed in Civil War. 
E133-E135. Three children who died of typhoid fever during 

the Civil War. 
El4 Jacob Eshleman, June 1, 1802-Aug. 15, 1876. Resided in 

Providence Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa.; buried in Clearfield 
Methodist Episcopal Cern. in Providence Twp. 
m. Esther Huber (E9a), Nov. 18, 1799-May 7, 1876; dau. 

of Martin Huber and Mary Eshleman (E9); sister of 
Susanna Huber (E94) (spouse of Ell). 

El41 John Eshleman, Feb. 10, 1827-May 7, 1898. Buried in 
Clearfield Cern. 
m. Mary Ann Hart, 1819-0ct. 26, 1882 

El411 Theophilus Eshleman, 1859-1943 
m. Emma Lynes, July 18, 1854-Sept. 3, 1919. Buried in 

Clearfield Cern. 
El412 Hettie Ann Eshleman, 1851-1930 

m. John Smith, 1858-1924 
El42 Jacob Eshleman, Jr., b. 1830. First buried in Perry Co., 

Pa., but reburied at Mechanicsburg, Cumberland Co., Pa. 
m. Mary Conley. 

El421 Susannah Eshleman 
m. Jacob Albright, Cumberland Co., Pa. 

E 14 22 Rachael Eshleman 
m. George Cromleigh 

El423 Martha Eshleman 
m. William Adams, Harrisburg, Pa. 

El424 Alice Eshleman 
m. John Sheaffer 

El425 Atwood Eshleman; single. Died in Harrisburg, Pa.; 
buried in Shiremanstown, Pa. 

El426 Amos Eshleman; single. Died in his early twenties; 
buried in Clearfield Cern. 

El427 Hettie Eshleman, 1837-1928 
m.(l) Samuel Jones 
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m.(2) Abraham Eshleman (Eall); son of Elijah 
Eshleman. 

El5 Benjamin Eshleman, Dec. 8, 1806-Jan. 11, 1890. Lived in 
Drumore Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa.; buried in Mount Hope 
Methodist Episcopal Cern. near Quarryville, Pa. 
m. Elizabeth Barbary, 1794-1883 

El51 Barbara Eshleman, 1839-1926 
m. Jacob Eshleman (Eal2), 1840-1918 

El52 Elizabeth Eshleman. Lived at Martie Forge, Pa. 
m. John Funk 

El521 Jacob Oram Funk 
El522 John Galen Funk 
El523 Mary Ann Funk 
El524 Elfreda Funk 
·El53 Amos Eshleman. Married a Jewish woman and went into 

the clothing business in Philadelphia. 
E2 Martin Eshleman, Jr., Jan. 3, 1767-Apr. 3, 1832. 30 Lived in 

Providence Twp.; buried in Groff-Eshleman Cern. 
m. Elizabeth Kendig, May 2, 1772-Jan. 30, 1854. 

E21 Henry Eshleman June 26, 1790-Apr. 30, 1855. Buried 
with his wife in Marticville Methodist Cern. 
m. Oct. 11, 1818 Polly Harnish, 1793-1865 

E211 Eli Eshleman, 1821-Dec. 24, 1891. Buried in Marticville 
Cern. 
m. Susan Meek, Oct. 16, 1824-Jan. 18, 1916 

E2111 Martin M. Eshleman, 1851-1933 
m. Angelina Good, 1857-1940 

E2112 Daniel Eshleman 
m. Mary Hess 

E2113 Jacob P. Eshleman 
m. Susan Pfauts 

E2114 George Eshleman 
m. Lillian Lefever 

E2115 Eli M. Eshleman, Jr., Oct. 24, 1865-Mar. 1, 1950 
m. Ida Heidelbach 

E2116 Elizabeth Eshleman 
m. Joseph G. Rankin 

E2117 Susan Eshleman 
m. Christ Andrews 

E2118 Mary Eshleman 
m. Sept. 17, 1855 Henry C. Huber, b. Dec. 19, 1863 

E2119 Lydia Eshleman 
m.(1) Miller Pfauts 
m.(2) Martin Eshleman; grandson of D;1vid Eshleman 

and Barbara Groff. 
E212 Susan Eshleman, Sept. 8, 1822-July 18, 1895. Buried in 

Marticville Cern. 
m. John K. Good 

E213 Samuel Eshleman, Feb. 3, 1830-July 5, 1908; Civil War 
veteran. Buried in Marticville Cern. 
m. Mary Wible 

E2131 Sarah Ann Eshleman, Mar. 4, 1860-0ct. 10, 1863 
E2132 Maris Eshleman, June 7, 1867-Mar. 28, 1868 
E2133 Cora E. Eshleman, Aug. 23, 1876-Aug. 8, 1878 
E214 Henry Eshleman, Jr., 1832 or 1833-1912. Known as 

Prof. Henry / Harry Harnish Eshleman; buried in Quarry
vi lle Methodist Episcopal Cern. 

29Eiizabeth Jackson was a daughter of Samuel Jackson and Mary 
Hanks, a sister of Nancy Hanks, mother of President Abraham 
Lincoln. 

30Will Q-1-218, Lancaster. 
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m. Elizabeth Fritz, 1837-1919 
E2141 Melinda Eshleman, b. 1851 

m. William Miller 
E2142 Benjamin Franklin Eshelman, b. 1849 

m. Emma Watson 
E2143 Abraham Lincoln Eshleman, b. 1861 

m. Lilly Graham 
E2144 Charles Eshleman, b. 1864 

m. Genella Cummings _ 
E2145 Harry Galen Eshleman, 1871-1936 

m. Ella Swain 
E2146 William Thomas Eshleman 

m.(1) Ida Brown 
m.(2) Elizabeth Cochran 

E2147 Edgar Eshleman 
m. Louella Johnson 

E2148 Ora Eshleman 
m. Howard Kuhns 

E2149 Bud Eshleman 
E215 Calvin Eshleman, Sept. 17, 1835-Nov. 10, 1887; single. 

Buried in Marticville Cern. 
E216 Martin H. Eshleman, Aug. 31, 1841-Nov. 6, 1916. 

Buried in Marticville Cern. 
m. Harriet McCartel, Nov. 24, 1839-Apr. 26, 1921 

E2161 Henry M. Eshleman, 1865-1929 
m. Bertha Shoff, 1868-1949 

E2162 Walter Eshleman, 1868-1949 
m.(1) Elizabeth Good, June 22, 1870-Jan. 20, 1910 
m.(2) Stella Adams, 1880-1956 

E2163 Joseph Eshleman, 1871-1947 
m. Kathryn B. Handel, 1879-1953 

E2164 Ezra Eshleman; single. 
E217 Maris Eshleman, Dec. 19, 1843-Jan. 21, 1878; single. 

Buried in Marticville Cern. 
E218 Louise Eshleman. Buried in Marticville Cern. 

m. Alexander G. Hemperly, Nov. 20, 1837-Aug. 12, 
1908 

E22 Benjamin Eshleman, Mar. 11, 1792-Dec. 9, 1827 
m. Mar. 13,1817 Martha F. Martin, Nov. 30, 1793-Dec. 

31, 1865; dau. of Christian Martin and Elizabeth 
Franck. Probably previously married to a John Schaub, 
whose mother was a Herr; lived with her son Benjamin 
until her death at Port Carbon, Pa. 31 

E221 Elizabeth Ann Eshleman, Mar. 13, 1818-May 7, 1847 
m. Eby 

The gravestones of Martin Eshleman (E2) and his wife, Elizabeth 
Kendig, are located in the Groff-Eshleman Cemetery, Providence 
Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
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E222 Amos M. Eshleman, b. Mar. 20, 1820 
m. Mary Frey 

E2221 David Eshleman, b. Apr. 11, 1850 
E223 Justus W. Eshleman, b. Apr. 2, 1822. Lived in Liverpool, 

Perry Co., Pa., and in Franklin Co., Pa., in 1856. 
m. Mary Clark 
Children: B. Frank, William C., John M., and Mary 

E224 Edwin M. Eshleman, b. Feb. 27, 1824. Lived in Perry 
Co., Pa.; died in the Civil War. 
m. Fianna Hostetter 
Children: Alice, Lydia Ann, Sue Ellen, and Hager 

E225 Benjamin Lafayette Eshleman, Feb. 10, 1826-Aug. 5, 
1873; coal operator at Girardville, Pa. Owned land in 
Venango Co., Pa.; enlisted in Nov. 1862; mustered out 
Aug. 1863; served as quartermaster in the Civil War; died 
at Bloomsburg, Pa.; buried at Pottsville, Pa. 
m. Elizabeth Potts 
Children: Cora Lavina, Annie Eliza, Norton Alexander, 
Katharine, Laura Virginia, Sarah, Ellen, Ada, Harry 
Ginterman, Benjamin Lafayette, Elizabeth, Edith, Louise, 
Abraham Lincoln, and Edwin Martin 

E23 Jacob Eshleman, 1795-1853 
m. Elizabeth Miller 

E24 Martin Eshleman, 1798-1840 
m. Mary Warfel 

E241 Martha Eshleman, b. Mar. 5, 1829 
m. Henry Charles 

E25 Elizabeth Eshleman, b. 1880 
m. Henry Rush, Jr. 

E26 David Eshleman, 1803-1832 
m. Rachael Harnish, 1826-1876(?) 

E261 Jacob Eshleman, 1826-1865 
m. 1849 Maria Huber 

E2611 Benjamin Eshleman, 1850-1919 
m. 1872 Anna Senft, 1853-1946 

E2612 Susanna Eshleman, 1851-1864 
E2613 Harry H. Eshleman, b. 1854 
E2614 David H. Eshleman, 1856-1856 
E3 Samuel Eshleman, Oct. 22, 1770-July 3, 1843. 32 Lived at 

Smithville in Providence Twp., where he operated Strohm's 
mill; later moved to Hummelstown; met financial hardship 
and returned to the farm of his father-in-law in Strasburg 
Township, where he farmed and freighted with a Conestoga 
wagon from Philadelphia and Wilmington to Pittsburgh; 
buried in Longenecker Reformed Mennonite Cern., West 
Lampeter Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa. (hereafter Longenecker 
Cern.). 
m. Mar. 19, 1805 Nancy Ann Martin, Apr. 1, 1773-June 

11, 1855; dau. of Christian Martin and Anna Bear. 
E31 Jacob Eshleman, Jan. 7, 1807-Nov. 27, 1850 

m. Barbara Miller, 1810-Jan. 25, 1893; dau. of Jacob 
(1780-1851) and Esther Miller (1782-1842). 33 

E311 Samuel Eshleman, Oct. 3, 1830-Jan. 2, 1902. Lived on 
Eshleman homestead in Strasburg Twp.; buried in 
Longenecker Cern. 
m. Annie Eshleman (Ea13), 1846-1934 

E3111 Enos J. Eshleman, 1871-1958; single. 
E3112 Ira S. Eshleman, b. 1873 

m. Tillie Stively 

31AII data on the descendants of Benjamin Eshleman (E22) are taken 
from notes of Fayette Eshelman at the Lancaster County Historical 
Society, Lancaster, Pa. 
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Four Eshleman brothers: Upper left-Samuel Eshleman (E311); upper 
right-Christian Eshleman (E313); lower right-Abraham Eshleman 
(E314); lower left-jacob Eshleman (E316). 

E3113 . Edith Eshleman. Died young. 
E3114 Emma Eshleman, 1878-1973. Buried in Longenecker 

Cern. 
m. John Kreider 

E3115 Ellis Eshleman, 1879-1883 
E3116 John Eshleman, b. 1880; single. 
E3117 Susan Eshleman, 1884-1982 

m. Rev. Clyde W. Weaver 
E3118 Anna Eshleman, b. 1885 

m. Charles Weaver 
E3119 Emlen Eshleman, 1889-1974. Buried in Longenecker 

Cern. 
m. Clara Barr, b. 1895 

E312 Martha Ann/Mattie Eshleman, Nov. 2, 1832-June 25, 
1872. Lived in Strasburg, Pa.; buried at Longenecker 
Cern. 
m. Peter Wenger, 1830-1918 

E3121 Elmira Wenger, b. 1867 
m. Jacob Yunginger 

E3122 Salome Wenger 
m. Levi Mellinger 

E3123 Frank E. Wenger, 1870-1942. Buried in Longenecker 
Cern. 
m. Louella Glouner 

E313 Christian Eshleman, Aug. 10, 1834-0ct. 6, 1918.34 Lived 
on the Barr homestead near Hessdale, Pa.; buried in 
Longenecker Cern. The Barr farm homestead, located 
one-half mile west of Hessdale, was later owned by 
Christian Eshleman, a grandson of Samuel. The Barr 
cemetery on this farm was destroyed about 1890, and the 
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tombstones were plowed under. One little Raub tomb
stone· was recently found. 
m. Nov. 13, 1856 Mary Cassel,35 Apr. 29, 1833-Mar. 4, 

1914; dau. of Rev. Samuel Cassel and Barbara 
Hansberry. 

E3131 Annie Eshleman, 1857-1881; single. 
E3132 Franklin Eshleman, 1858-1952. Lived m Strasburg; 

buried in Longenecker Cern. 
m. (1) Grace Hall 
m. (2) Lola Quigley 

E3133 Elizabeth Eshleman, 1860-1945. Buried in Longenecker 
Cern. 
m. Benjamin Byers, 1853-1912 

E3134 Samuel Christian Eshleman, Jan. 17, 1862-May 21, 
1940 
m.(1) Emma Jane Harnish, June 27, 1860-0ct. 27, 

1915 
m.(2) Winnie Houser, 1874-1953 

E3135 Christian Cassel Eshleman, 1863-1945. Lived m 
Shippensburg, Pa. 
m. Annie Albright 

E3136 Mary Eshleman, 1864-1889. Lived in Lancaster, Pa.; 
buried in Longenecker Cern. 
m. Dr. A. J. Shartle; physician. 

E3137 Eletta Eshleman, 1868-1912; single. 
E3138 Elam Eshleman, 1868-1954. Lived in Shippensburg, Pa. 

m. Mary Shaw. 
E3139 John Eshleman, b. 1870. Died in infancy; buried in 

Longenecker Cern. 
E3130 Barbara Eshleman, 1872-1890. Buried in Longenecker 

Cern. 
E313a Willis Edgar Eshleman, 1877-1932. Lived in Lampeter; 

buried in Longenecker Cern. 
m. Bessie Bair, 1879-1959 

E314 Abraham Eshleman, Feb. 23, 1837-Apr. 5, 1882. Lived in 
Strasburg Twp. south of Bunker Hill; buried in 
Longenecker Cern. 
m. Mary Mowrer, 1843-1913 

E3141 Barbara Eshleman, 1868-1952. Lived at Hessdale, Pa. 
m. John Lefever 

E3142 Emma Eshleman, 1870-1954. Lived in Strasburg Twp. 
m. Melo H. Weaver 

E3143 Abraham S. Eshleman, 1872-1918. Lived at Quarry
ville, Pa. 

E3144 Jacob Eshleman, 1875-1954. Lived in Sterling, Ill. 
m. Cora Diffenbach, 1879-1966 

J2Bond L-1-107, Lancaster County Courthouse, Lancaster, Pa. 
33Both jacob and Esther Miller had been formerly married, and each 

had eight children which they brought together when they married each 
other. They subsequently had four more children, including Barbara. 
This Miller family thus had a total of twenty children. Jacob and Esther 
Miller are buried under the old slate stones in the Strasburg Mennonite 
Cemetery in Strasburg Township. 

34Biographical Annals of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Con
taining Biographical and Genealogical Sketches of Prominent and 
Representative Citizens and Many of the Early Settlers ([Chicago]: J. H. 
Beers, 1903), pp. 1122-1123. 

J5The Cassels are said to have descended from German nobility. In 
the middle 1800s the head of the family died in Germany. In more 
recent years descendants who lived in North America were invited to 
travel to Germany to claim their share of a legacy, but no one 
responded. In those days Plain People rarely took such trips. 
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E315 Mary Eshleman, b. Apr. 10, 1839. Resided near Eshle
man feed mill. 
m. John H. Kreider 

E3151 Elam Kreider 
m. Hettie Miller 

E3152 Ada Kreider 
m.(1) Martin Bowman 
m. (2) Christian No it 

E316 Jacob Eshleman, March 17, 1841-1933. Resided at Iva, 
west of Strasburg, Pa.; buried in Longenecker Cern. Jacob 
was well known for his horsemanship. During the 
construction of the Quarryville Railroad he reportedly 
had the finest team of eight head on the project. Years 
later on one occasion he hitched six head of green mules to 
a Conestoga wagon and proceeded toward Strasburg. He 
asked John Tanger, a neighbor, to go along. On the way 
to town the mules started to run off. Tanger nervously 
shouted, "Jake, don't you think this team might run off?" 
Jacob replied, "I don't know. I never had them hitched 
before, and if they are, they never will know it." He 
started to lash them with his whip. Tanger later declared 
that, friend or enemy, he never again would ride with Jake 
Eshleman. Jacob still drove the binder in the harvest field 
at eighty-nine years of age on the farm of his nephew, 
Emlin Eshleman. In his last years he became an expert on 
the sewing machine and made many gorgeous quilts for 
pastime. He died in Lancaster at the age of ninety-two 
years. 
m. 1861 Anna Harnish; dau. of Elias Harnish and Fanny 
Urban. 

E3161 Elias Eshleman, 1862 or 1861-1940. Lived in Lancaster, 
Pa.; buried in Longenecker Cern. 
m. Susan Brubaker, 1862-1956 

E3162 Mazzie Eshleman, b. 1863. Lived in Lancaster, Pa.; 
buried in Longenecker Cern. 
m. Graybill Stoner 

E3163 Miller J. Eshleman, 1865-1866. Buried in Longenecker 
Cern. 

E3164 John W. Eshleman, 1868-1869. Buried in Longenecker 
Cern. 

E3165 Harry Eshleman, b. 1860 
m. Mary Miller 

E3166 Elizabeth Eshleman, b. 1873. Lived in Leola, Pa. 
m. Frank Metzger 

E317 Barbara Anne Eshleman, Mar. 17, 1847-Jan. 4, 1936. 
Lived in Lancaster and Lampeter, Pa.; buried in 
Longenecker Cern. Eshelman Feeds, Inc. was founded in 

Emma Eshleman (E3142) and her husband, Melo H. Weaver 
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John W. Eshelman, husband of Barbara Ann Eshleman (E317), owned 
and operated Eshelman Feeds, Inc., in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

1842 at the little gristmill located southeast of Lancaster 
on Eshelman Mill Road. Under John W. Eshelman IV 
and his sons the Red Rose trademark became widely 
known. 
m. John W. Eshelman IV, Oct. 7, 1844-Apr. 12, 1931; 
descendant of Benedict Eshelman; miller. 36 

E3171 John W. Eshelman V, 1869-1950. Lived in Lancaster, 
Pa. 
m. Mary Hess 

E3172 Frank E. Eshelman, 1871-1970. Lived in Lancaster, Pa. 
m. Elizabeth Kendig Bare, 1872-1959 

E3173 Bertha Eshelman, 1873-1961. Lived in Lampeter, Pa. 
m. William Musser 

E3174 Elmer J. Eshelman, 1876-1951. Lived in Lancaster, Pa. 
m. Clara May Musser, 1876-1961 

E3175 Susan Eshelman, b. 1879. Lived in Lancaster, Pa. 
m. Howard Joseph Sutter Hull, 1377-1951 

E3176 H. Roy Eshelman, 1881-1965. Lived in Lancaster, Pa. 
m. Florence May Shirk, 1882-1957 

E3177 Howard J. Eshelman, 1883-1966. Lived in Lancaster, 
Pa. 
m. Valeria Brownback, 1889-1966 

E3178 Violet Eshelman, 1893-1987. Lived in Lampeter, Pa. 
m. George H. Hartman, 1894-1964 

E318 Emma Susan Eshleman, May 27, 1851-1936; single. 
Lived at home; buried in Longenecker Cern. 

E32 Anna Eshleman, May 6, 1812-March 16, 1902; single. 
Operated the Ranting Cat Hotel for her father on the old 
Martin estate near Hessdale, Pa. 

E4 Anna Eshleman, Nov. 2, 1773-Dec. 26, 1861. Lived on the 

36John W. Eshelman's line is as follows: John W. Eshelman IV (b. 
Oct. 7, 1844) and Barbara Ann Eshleman · (1847-1936); John W. 
Eshelman III (1816-1864) and Susan Rheem (1822-1892); John W. 
Eshelman II (1784-1842) and Catharine Stitz; John Eshelman and 
Barbara Brunner; Benedict Eshelman and Anna Stehman. On 
September 11, 1732, Pioneer Benedict Eshelman (ca. 1709-1780) 
arrived at Philadelphia from Rotterdam on the ship Pennsylvania 
Merchant. He made his way to Conestoga Township, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, where he built a small stone house. About 1739 
he married Anna Stehman, daughter of Joseph and Frena Stehman. In 
1759 he built a large stone mansion. In 1764 he built another one. 
Another farmhouse he erected stands at the northern edge of the village 
of Refton. 
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Thomas homestead in Providence Twp.; buried in graveyard 
on homestead. 
m. Sept. 14, 1798 Adam Thomas, Apr. 16, 1766-0ct. 28, 

1842;37 son of John Thomas and Veronica Yorde. 
E41 Christian Thomas, July 10, 1801-Nov. 13, 1842 

m. Veronica , Oct. 5, 1798-Nov. 24, 1870 
E42 John Thomas, Dec. 16, 1803-Mar. 29, 1814 
E43 Adam Thomas, Mar. 5, 1806-Apr. 17, 1877. Buried in 

Byerland Mennonite Cern. 
m. Ann Groff, Jan. 18, 1802-Apr. 22, 1872 

E431 Henry Thomas, 1831-1833 
E432 Barbara Thomas, 1833-1852 
E433 Ann Thomas, Mar. 20, 1836-Dec. 5, 1902 
E434 Catharine Thoma.S, 1840-1853 
E44 Elizabeth Thomas, Nov. 20, 1808-Nov. 2, 1850 

m. Levi Groff (E05) 
E45 Martin Thomas, July 29, 1811-Nov. 29, 184238 

m. Catherine Breneman 
ES Elizabeth Eshleman, b. 1775 

m. Mar. 25, 1794 John Herr. Went west. 
E6 Feronica Eshleman, 1776-Apr. 11, 1847; caretaker of the 

Strasburg Mennonite meetinghouse because her husband 
was a poor provider. Lived in Strasburg, Pa.; probably 
buried in the Strasburg Mennonite Cern. 
m. Sept. 25, 1798 Andrew Reese, b. 1776 

E61 Benjamin Reese, Sept. 11, 1798-Sept. 11, 1865 
m. Sarah , Jan. 8, 1809-0ct. 30, 1894 

E62 Martin Reese, b. 1800 
m. Mrs. Nancy Harmon 

E63 Jacob Reese, Aug. 4, 1806-Dec. 27, 1898 
m. Elizabeth , Sept. 1, 1802-Aug. 27, 1888 

E64 Abner Reese, Oct. 30, 1806-Mar. 22, 1857. Drowned in 
Susquehanna River. 

E65 Emanuel Reese, Mar. 26, 1816-Aug. 19, 188839 

m. Anna Elliott, Jan. 8, 1818-Nov. 30, 1893 
E66 David Reese 
E661 Simona Reese, Oct. 20, 1883-Sept. 23, 1884 
E67 Henry Reese 

m. __ _ 

E68 Eliza Reese 
m. Jacob Fisher 

E69 Nancy Reese 
m. Abraham Eisenburger 

E7 Susan Eshleman, 1777-Mar. 3, 1812. Lived in Mt. Joy, 
Pa.(?); buried in graveyard on farm of Martin Barr near 
Hessdale in Strasburg Twp. 
m. Sept. 27, 1799 David B. Martin, July 4, 1776-Sept. 16, 

1860; son of Christian Martin (1730-1803) and Maria 
Barr (1742-1828). 

E71 Samuel Martin, N ov. 10, 1799-Nov. 20, 1881. Lived at 
Rawlinsville, Pa. 
m. Martha Witmer, 1800-1880 

E72 Elizabeth/Betsy Martin, Jan. 5, 1801-Jan. 21, 1879 
m. John Kreider, b. 1806 

E73 Benjamin E. Martin, Dec. 31, 1803-Jan. 14, 1896. Lived in 
Pequea Twp. 
m. Barbara K. Good, 1819-1886; dau. of Joseph Good 

and Elizabeth Kendig. 
E74 David Martin, d. 1884 
E75 Ann Martin, d. 1891 
E76 Susan Martin 

m. Spear 
E77 Mary Martin 

m. Christian Oyman 
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M~ri~/Mary Eshleman (E9) is. buried with her husband, Martin 
Huber/Hoover, in the Replogle Cemetery, Bedford County, Pennsyl
vama. 

E8 David Eshleman, July 15, 1780-Feb. 2, 1855. Lived in 
Pequea Twp.; buried with his second wife in Byerland 
Mennonite Cern. 
m.(1) Catherine Reese(?) 
m.(2) Sarah Byers, July 15, 1802-Aug. 28, 1864 

E81 David Byers Eshleman, 1834-Jan. 5, 1891 or 1892 
m. Margaret Charles, Apr. 9, 1844-Jan. or Feb. 3, 1923 

E82 Martin Eshleman 
m. Benarda Miller 

E83 Eliza Eshleman 
m. Eli Harnish, Aug. 31, 1829-Dec. 11, 1889; son of 

David Harnish (1781-1867) and Elizabeth Snavely 
(1786-1878). 

E84 Anna Eshleman 
E85 Catharine Eshleman 
E86 Susan Eshleman 
E9 Mary Eshleman, June 17, 1781-Sept. 6, 1870.40 Lived in 

Bedford Co., Pa.; buried in Replogle Cern. 
m. Apr.23, 1799 Martin Huber, d. 1865 

E91 Jacob Huber, d. by 1854 
E92 Martin Huber 
E93 Elizabeth Huber 

m. David Myer 
E94 Susanna Huber 

m. Samuel Eshleman (Ell), 1795-1875 
E95 Barbara Huber 

m. Christian Melick 
E96 Anna Huber 

m. Jacob Brown 
E97 Frances Huber 

m. Samuel Brown 
E98 Mary Huber 

m. Michael Fisher 
E99 Catharine Huber 

m. Samuel Basler 
E90 Rudolph Huber 
E9a Esther Huber, Nov. 18, 1799-May 7, 1876. Buried in 

J7Bond L-1-16, Lancaster. 
JBBond L-1-19, Lancaster. 
J9Will H-2-382, Lancaster. 
40Th is Mary Eshleman ( 1781-1870) did not marry Levi Groff as 

noted in The Groff Book, p. 1:196. The Groff Book, p. 1:201, corrects 
itself. -
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Clearfield Cern. 
m. Jacob Eshleman (E14) 

EO Catherine Eshleman, 1783-Feb. 22, 1838. Apparently 
resided in Providence Twp. 
m. John Groff, Dec. 17, 1789-Nov. 5, 185541 

E01 Barbara Groff, Sept. 17, 1811-June 30, 1853 
m. Amos Groff, 1837-1902 

E02 Joseph Groff, Oct. 23, 1813-May 5, 1878 
m. Susan Myers, Apr. 11, 1815-Feb. 18, 1875 

E03 Martin Groff, Oct. 30, 1815-Nov. 1, 1856 
m. Barbara Hoover, Apr. 26, 1814-Feb. 9, 1893 

E04 Elizabeth Groff, 1819-May 10, 1848 
m. Martin Eshleman (Ea8), Apr. 1824-1909 

EOS Levi Groff 
m. Elizabeth Thomas (E44), Nov. 20, 1808-Nov. 2, 1850 

E06 John Groff 
m. Esther/ Hettie Eshleman (Ea7), Apr. 12, 1822-Apr. 1, 

1854 
EO? Catherine Groff, Jan. 12, 1824-Mar. 27, 1867 
E08 Anna Groff, 1826-July 24, 1843 
E09 Amos Groff 
Ea Jacob Eshleman, Apr. 12, 1788-0ct. 11, 1842. Lived in 

Butler Twp., Cumberland Co., Pa. His widow returned his 
body to Longenecker Reformed Mennonite Cern. Anna 
remained in Lancaster County and spent the rest of her life 
near Wheatland Mills north of Strasburg. She was buried 
beside her husband. 
m. Jan. 30, 1810 Anna Groff, Nov. 17, 1791-Mar. 2, 

1873; dau. of Joseph Groff and Catharine Herr(?). 
Ea1 Elijah Eshleman, Dec. 12, 1812-Nov. 13, 1889. Operated 

a farm on the western edge of Camargo, Eden Twp., 
Lancaster Co., Pa., near the old Martin Eshleman home
stead. Christiana was buried originally in the Groff
Eshleman graveyard, but about 1930 daughter Annie 
(Ea13) employed Donald Bachman to remove the bodies of 
her mother and little brother, Henry (Ea15), to the 
Longenecker Reformed Mennonite Cern. beside Elijah. 
m. (1) 1836 Christiana Barr, Aug. 7, 1806-Aug. 19, 1862; 

dau. of Abraham Barr (1770-1836) and Susanna 
Herr. 

Catherine (Eshleman) Kachel (Ea6) 
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m.(2) Mrs. Ann Newswanger Klein, 1825-1886 
Eall Abraham Eshleman, 1838-1904 

m. Hettie Eshleman Jones (E1427), 1837-1928 
Eal2 Jacob Eshleman II, 1840-1918. Became a Methodist. 

m. Barbara Eshleman (E151), 1839-1926 
Ea13 Annie Eshleman, 1846-1934 

m. Samuel Eshleman (E311), Oct. 3, 1830-Jan. 2, 1902. 
See children under E311. 

Ea14 Susan Eshleman, 1850-1947 
m. John Lefever, Nov. 1, 1837-July 3, 1919 

Ea141 Christiana Lefever, Jan. 24, 1870-July 4, 1903 
Ea142 Ulysses Lefever, Nov. 20, 1871-Mar. 23, 1950 
Ea143 Alma Louise Lefever, Jan. 27, 1874-Apr. 3, 1940 
Ea144 John H. Lefever, b. Aug. 13, 1875 
Ea145 Sarah Lefever, b. Oct. 4, 1877 
Ea146 Daniel M. Lefever, b. Jan. 21, 1880 
Ea147 Ella C. Lefever, b. Apr. 20, 1882 
Ea148 Howard B. Lefever, b. Sept. 23, 1884 
EatS Henry Eshleman. Died at the age of 2 years, 3 months, 

and 22 days. 
Ea2-Ea5 All died in infancy. 
Ea6 Catherine Eshleman, May 14, 1819-Mar. 29, 1909. Lived 

in Strasburg and Drumore townships; buried m 
Longenecker Cern. 
m. Solomon Kachel, Sept. 10, 1826-June 23, 1895 

Ea61 Aaron Kachel, 1855-1917 
m.(1) Susan Wissler, Oct. 11, 1786-0ct. 6, 1862 
m.(2) Fanny Hinkle 

Ea62 Emma Kachel, 1855-1925 
m. Frank Wissler 

Ea621 Enos Wissler, 1874-1902 
m. Annie Zeigler 

Ea622 Rufus Wissler, b. 1878 
m. __ _ 

Ea623 Ezra Wissler, b. 1882 
m. Anna Book 

Ea624 Lottie Wissler, b. 1890 
m. John Kern 

Ea625 Nora Wissler, b. 1885 
m. Raymond Myers 

Ea626 Laura Wissler, b. 1893 
m. George Nickel 

Ea627 Edith Wissler, 1876-1930 
m. William Goodman 

Ea63 Ezra Kachel, 1856-1880 
m. Mary May 

Ea631 Mildred Kachel 
m. John Krantz 

Ea632 Ella Kachel 
m. John Hassel 

Ea64 Annie Kachel, 1857-1932 
m. Tobia H. May 

Ea641 Clyde D. May, b. 1872 
m. Retta Stauffer 

Ea642 Rutherford B. Hayes May, b. 1878; Spanish-American 
War veteran. 
m. Margaret Pierce 

Ea643 Carrie May, b. 1880 
m. Albert McCutcheon 

41 The Groff Book, p. 1:214. 
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Ea644 George D. May (Lieut.}, b. 1892 
m. Bernice Clark 

Ea645 Elizabeth May, b. 1898 
m. Gilbert Link 

Ea65 John Kachel, 1859-1915 
m. Sally Kauffman 

Ea651 Solomon Kachel II, b. 1882 
m. Mary Herr 

Ea652 Maurice Kachel 
m. Emma Walters 

Ea653 Oscar Kachel, b. 1886 
m. Orella Hart 

Ea654 Alice Kachel 
m. John Groff 

Ea66 Ella Kachel, 1867-1937 
m. Harry S. McClune, 1858-1938 

Ea661 Effie McClune 
m. Harry Mohn 

Ea662 Maris McClune 
m. Elizabeth __ _ 

Ea663 Millo McClune 
Ea664 Miriam McClune 

m. Glen Riley 
Ea665 Abraham McClune 

m. Violet __ _ 
Ea666 Edith McClune 

m. Harry Mowrer 
Ea667 Verna McClune 

m. George Myers 
Ea7 Esther/ Hettie Eshleman, Apr. 12, 1822-Apr. 1, 1854. 

Buried in Groff-Eshleman Cern. 
m. John Groff (E06) 

Ea71 John Groff, d. Aug. 1, 1844. Aged 6 weeks. 
Ea72 Hiram Groff, d. May 16, 1845. Aged 2 days. 
Ea73 Jacob Groff, Feb. 1, 1851-Mar. 17, 1855 
Ea8 Martin Eshleman, Apr. 1824-Dec. 27, 1909. Resided in 

New Providence, Pa. 
m. 1846 Elizabeth Groff (E04), 1819-May 10, 1898. 

Later m. Abbie Keen. 
Ea81 Catherine Eshleman, b. 1853 
Ea82 Martin Eshleman 

m. Anna __ _ 
Ea9 Elizabeth Eshleman, Sept. 9, 1827-Apr. 25, 1850 

m. David Newswanger 
EaO Mary Anna Eshleman, b. 1830 

m.(l) William Whiteside 
m. (2) John Buckwalter; miller. 

Ea01 William Whiteside, Jr. 
Ea02 John Buckwalter II 
Ea03 Laura Buckwalter 

m. William Naughle 
Eaa Hiram K. Eshleman, Jan. 28, 1833-1909; twin. Buried in 

Longenecker Cern. 
m. Susan Lefever 

Eaal Amanda Eshleman 
m. 0. Whitmyer 

Eaa2 Emma Eshleman 
m. Raymond Miller 

Eaa21 Gertrude Miller 
m. George Miller 

Eaa22 Warren Miller. Lived in New York. 
Eaa23 Margaret Miller 
Eaa3 Mary Ann Eshleman 

m. Reed Miller 
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Eaa31 Ruth Miller 
Eaa32 Erma Miller 
Eaa4 Benjamin Eshleman 

m. Hartsough 
Eaa41 Erma Eshleman 

m. Carl Nolt 
Eaa42 Glen Eshleman 
Eab Benjamin F. Eshleman, Jan. 28, 1833-0ct. 11, 1865; twin. 

Drowned in steamboat accident; buried in Longenecker 
Cern. 

Eb Barbara Eshleman, b. 1789 
m. Aug. 17, 1817 Samuel Dieffenbach 

Ec Abraham Eshleman, 1795-1873 or 1874. Lived in Iowa; 
buried near Lanark, Carroll Co., Ill. 
m. Nov. 26, 1816 Hannah Wilfong/Wolfang, b. 1790. 

According to tradition, she died in Pennsylvania before 
her husband and family went west. 

Eel Martin Eshleman, Sept. 10, 1811-Nov. 11, 1871. Buried in 
Carroll Co., Ill. 
m. Elizabeth Stoner. Buried in Cass Co., Iowa. 

Ec2 Rudolph Eshleman, 1815-1874. Lived in Martinsburg, 
Blair Co., Pa.; moved to Illinois in 1858 and apparently 
settled in Durham; moved sometime later to Hancock Co., 
Ill. According to his obituary, he fell into debt and 
committed suicide. Both he and his wife are buried in the 
Pilot Grove Cern. in Hancock Co., Ill. 
m. Sept. 9, 1838 Mary Stoner, Martinsburg, Pa. 

Ec21 Sarah Ann Eshleman, 1839-1923. Born in Pennsylvania; 
died in Hopkins, Nodaway Co., Mo. 
m. John Roland Grimes 

Ec22 Maria Eshleman, b. 1842 
m. Patrick Glynn 

Ec23 David Eshleman, 1845-1849. Born in Pennsylvania. 
Ec24 Jacob Eshleman. Born in Pennsylvania; lived in Smith 

Co., Kans. 
m. 1872 Cordelia Bonham 

Ec25 Barbara Ellen Eshleman, b. 1850, Pennsylvania 
m. Charles Smith 

Ec26 Levi L. Eshleman, 1852-1887; single. Died in Colorado. 
Ec27 Andrew L. Eshleman, b. 1855; single. Lived in Hanwck 

Co., Ill. 
Ec28 John Edward Eshleman, 1858-1899. Born in Illinois; 

lived in Gage Co., Nebr.; died near Pickering, Nodaway 
Co., Mo. 
m. 1882 Mira Nancy McChesney, Carthage, Hancock 

Co., Ill. 
Ec29 Susan Rebecca Eshleman, b. 1864 

m. 1880 Gilbert High Sears 
Ec3 Samuel Eshleman. Lived in Tampico Co., Ill. 

m. Susanna Hoover(?) 
Ec4 Barbara Eshleman. Lived in Carroll Co., Ill. 

m.(l) James Howell 
m.(2) John Lairel(?) 

EcS Sarah Eshleman. Lived in Carroll Co., Ill. 
m.(l) Joseph Woodside 
m.(2) John Laird 

Samuel Eshleman (E3) and Nancy Ann Martin 
Samuel Eshleman (Oct. 22, 1770-July 3, 1843) was a 

colorful, prosperous, and respected character. Many stories 
have been told concerning his great determination and 
physical ability. He married Nancy Ann Martin, a daughter 
of Christian Martin and Mary Barr. They were the parents 
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of two children, Jacob (E31) and Anna (E32). The latter 
inherited her father's physical strength. 

Samuel worked at various trades, including that of miller, 
teamster, hotelkeeper, and farmer. He operated Strohm's 
mill in Providence Township and later went to Hummels
town as a miller. A few years later he sold out and returned 
to Strasburg Township, where he purchased from Christian 
Martin the farm which his great-grandson, Enos Eshleman 
(E3111) , later owned in 1943. His equipment first consisted 
of two oxen and a cart. He later drove a team of six or eight 
horses and a Conestoga wagon, hauling freight between 
Philadelphia and; the western frontier. With his daughter, 
Anna, he operated a distilling house and a hotel, known as 
the Ranting Cat (still standing in 1988). This hotel was 
located one-half mile north of Hessdale between Hessdale 
and Walnut Run School in a community formerly known as 
Martinsville. He spent his later years on his farm. 

Many stories have been told about Samuel Eshleman by 
old men who swear that they are true. The first one deals 
with Samuel as a young miller, who said he would refuse 
permission for undesirable persons to enter his mill. A New 
Englander took up the challenge. Samuel stepped out of the 
door of his mill, put his back under the New Englander's 
horse, took hold of the front and back feet of the horse, and 
threw it over the fence into the mill race. This ended the 
challenge. 

On another occasion he was hauling a load of green rails . 
As he was passing the present site of the Clearfield 
Methodist Church; the rear wheel of his wagon dropped 
into .a hole in the road, stopping the team. Samuel put his 
back under the load, lifted the wheel, spoke to his team, and 
the wagon moved on. A great lover of horses, he would not 
abuse them. One of his two horses broke a singletree as he 
was hauling wood up a hill. Samuel took hold of the broken 
singletree and pulled beside the other horse until they reached 
the top. 

At another time he was hauling a load of whiskey on a 
warm day. The team became tired and sweated as Samuel 
approached a tavern. He stopped to rest his team and to 
refresh himself. While he was in the tavern, three men 
decided to play a prank on him by unloading the hogshead 
of whiskey. Upon coming out, Samuel picked up the 
hogshead, shot it into the air, and rolled it back into its place 
on the Conestoga wagon much to the surprise of the 
pranksters. 

Samuel and his boy helper reached a frontier town on a 
cold evening. He told his helper to go into the tavern and 
warm up while he put his team away for the night. When 
Samuel entered the tavern, he found a group of frontiersmen 
encircling the fire and saying that they had arrived first and 
proposed to stay there. Samuel picked up a chair and 
brought it down over the bar. Splinters flew over the room, 
and he declared that he would make more kindling wood for 
more fire so that all might be warm. It is said that the circle 
soon opened up to admit the almost frozen boy next to the 
fire, and everyone enjoyed a friendly evening. 

Jacob (E31) and Barbara Eshleman lived on the Martin 
homestead, and after his death in 1850 the children, Samuel 
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Anna Eshleman (E32), granddaughter of Martin Eshleman of Martie 
To~nship, worked at the Ranting Cat Inn near Hessdale, Strasburg 
To~ship, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 

(E311) and Christian (E313), continued to farm for their 
mother. Christian married before the others and started to 
farm on the adjoining property to the east. According to 
Emlen Eshleman (E3119), Samuel moved into the little 
Ranting Cat Hotel, and Christian moved home with his 
mother and farmed the homestead. Samuel married and 
took his bride to his modest quarters in the little hotel. Here 
his two oldest sons, Enos (E3111) and Ira (E3112), were 
born. 

Christian then purchased the old Barr homestead, located 
one-half mile west of Hessdale, and moved there. Samuel 
moved back to the homestead, which he later purchased. My 
grandfather, Samuel C. Eshleman (E3134), upon the 
retirement of Christian purchased the old Barr homestead, 
and my father, V. Ray Eshleman, was born there. 

Anna Eshleman (E32) (1812-1902) was single and 
worked among her nieces and nephews, who remember her 
as a very strong person. It is said she could carry six bushels of 
wheat in two-bushel bags up a flight of steps in the 
following manner-one bag under each arm and one laid 
across her back. She also was a part-time hotelkeeper of the 
little Ranting Cat and was well respected for the order she 
maintained. 

Samuel Eshleman (E3) and his two children, Jacob (E31) 
and Anna (E32), rest side by side in the Longenecker 
Reformed Mennonite Cemetery, West Lampeter Township, 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, just east of a large pine 
tree. D 
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Readers' Ancestry 

Each Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage issue features a 
member or affiliate of the Lancaster Mennonite Historical 
Society who has traced his or her ancestry at least six generations. 
Readers with questions and/ or additions are encouraged to write 
to the Society member to exchange information. 

Lester G. Weber was baptized on June 
4, 1967, at Blainsport Mennonite 
Church, Reinholds, Pennsylvania, by 
Bishop Isaac K. Sensenig. He is employed 
at Conestoga Wood Specialties, Inc., in 
Darlington, Maryland. He and his wife 
are members of the Bethel Mennonite 
Church, Quarryville, Pennsylvania, of the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Mennonite Church. 
They live at 1485 Tanning Yard Hollow, 
Peach Bottom, PA 17563. Mr. and Mrs. Lester G. Weber 
Weber and their four children-Lester 
Nathan, Joel David, Sarah Faith, and Dorcas Marie-wish to 
thank God for the faithfulness of these ancestors and their 
Christian heritage. Their prayer is that future generations might 
be inspired to faith in God and obedience to God's Word. "For 
he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 
Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make 
them known to their children: That the generation to come 
might know them, even the children which should be born; who 
should arise and declare them to their children: That they might 
set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep 
his commandments" (Psalms 75:5-7). 

1. WEBER, Lester Gene, b. May 12, 1955, Denville, Morris 
Co., N.J.; m. Aug. 2, 1975, Naomi Marie Hess, daughter 
of Amos Murry and Esther Carpenter (Martin) Hess. 

Lewis E. Weber (no. 2) and Irene (Stoltzfus) Weber (no. 3) 
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Henry Gehman Weber (no. 4) and Annie G. (Horning) Weber (no. 5) 

2. WEBER, Lewis Earl, b. Sept. 21, 1930, Lancaster Co., Pa.; 
m. May 1, 1954, Irene Stoltzfus. 

3. STOLTZFUS, Irene, b. Aug. 27, 1931, Lancaster Co., Pa. 

4. WEBER, Henry Gehman, b. July 21, 1895, Montgomery 
Co., Pa.; d. Jan. 24, 1970, Lancaster Co., Pa., bu. 
Bowmansville Mennonite Cern., Brecknock Twp., Lan
caster Co., Pa.; m. Sept. 15, 1917, Annie Good Horning. 

5. HORNING, Annie Good, b. July 14, 1894, Lancaster Co., 
Pa.; d. May 14, 1969, bu. Bowmansville Mennonite Cern. 

6. STOLTZFUS, Moses, b. Aug. 10, 1906, Caernarvon 
Twp., Berks Co., Pa.; d. May 10, 1974, Berks Co., Pa., bu. 
Conestoga Mennonite Cern., Caernarvon Twp. , Lancaster 
Co., Pa. (near Morgantown, Pa.); m.(1) Nov. 28, 1929, 
Linda/Malinda Stoltzfus; m.(2) Dec. 31, 1944, Rhoda 
Lucy Landis. 

7. STOLTZFUS, Linda/Malinda, b. Mar. 23, 1905, near 
Morgantown, Berks Co., Pa.; bap. Sept. 7, 1919, d. Aug. 3, 
1943, bu. Conestoga Mennonite Cem.1 

~:· ::· ::· 

8. WEBER, John Musser, b. Mar. 27, 1868; d. Feb. 1, 1955, 
bu. Bowmansville Mennonite Cern.; m. Sept. 17, 1892, 
Bally, Berks Co., Pa., Elizabeth Bowman Gehman. 

9. GEHMAN, Elizabeth Bowman, b. Aug. 1, 1868; d. July 
14, 1947, bu. Bowmansville Mennonite Cern. 

10. HORNING, Joseph G., b. Sept. 28, 1855, near Gouglers
ville, Berks Co., Pa.; d. Nov. 25, 1931, near Bowmansville, 
Lancaster Co., Pa., bu. Bowmansville Mennonite Cern.; m. 
Dec. 8, 1874, Elizabeth Good.2 

11. GOOD, Elizabeth, b. Dec. 4, 1852; d. Nov. 16, 1937, bu. 
Bowmansville Mennonite Cern. 
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Joseph G. Homing (no. 10) and Elizabeth (Good) Homing (no. 11) 

12. STOLTZFUS, Mast, b. May 3, 1869; d. Mar. 16, 1950, 
bu. Mast Cern., Caernarvon Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa.;3 m. 
Jan. 31, 1892, Mary Beiler. 

13. BEILER, Mary, b. May 9, 1870, Lancaster Co., Pa.; d. Dec. 
12, 1953, bu. Mast Cem. 4 

14. STOLTZFUS, John H., b. Aug. 21, 1875, Berks Co., Pa.; 
d. Dec. 25, 1955, bu. Conestoga Mennonite Cern.; m. Dec. 
20, 1900, Priscilla Mast. 5 

15. MAST, Priscilla, b. Jan. 17, 1877, Lancaster Co., Pa.; d. 
May 3, 1966, bu. Conestoga Mennonite Cern. 

16. WEBER, Henry, b. Jan. 25, 1842; d. Oct. 24, 1925, bu. 
Allegheny Mennonite Cern., Brecknock Twp., Berks Co., 
Pa.; m. Sept. 20, 1863, Elizabeth Musser. 

17. MUSSER, Elizabeth, b. Oct. 23, 1843; d. Mar. 18, 1921, 
bu. Allegheny Mennonite Cern. 

18. GEHMAN, Israel, b. Mar. 14, 1844; d. Dec. 21, 1899, bu. 
Gehman Mennonite Cern., Brecknock Twp., Berks Co., 
Pa.; m. Susanna Musser Bowman. 

19. BOWMAN, Susanna Musser, b. Sept. 22, 1843; d. June 7, 
1892, bu. Gehman Mennonite Cern. 

20. HORNING, Moses Musser, b. Jan. 1, 1830; d. Nov. 1, 
1906, bu. Pine Grove Mennonite Cern., Bowmansville, 
Brecknock Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa.; m. Lavina Musser 
Gehman. 

21. GEHMAN, Lavina Musser, b. Nov. 5, 1832; d. Aug. 3, 
1897, bu. Pine Grove Mennonite Cern. 

22. GOOD, John H., b. Nov. 12, 1813; d. Apr. 17, 1908, bu. 
Bowmansville Mennonite Cern.; m. Oct. 27, 1842, Lavina 
Bauman. 

23. BAUMAN, Lavina, b. Aug. 24, 1825; d. Jan. 22, 1906, bu. 
Bowmansville Mennonite Cern. 

24. STOLTZFUS, John J., b. Feb. 9, 1831; d. Feb. 18, 1905; 
m. Jan. 4, 1854, Barbara Mast. 

25. MAST, Barbara, b. Feb. 19, 1834; d. April 12, 1884. 
26. BEILER, DavidS., b. Dec. 25, 1834; d. May 14, 1925; m. 

Feb. 26, 1861 Rebecca Esh. 
27. ESH, Rebecca, b. May 25, 1838; d. Feb. 28, 1904. 
28. STOLTZFUS, Christian Umble, b. Aug. 3, 1845; d. Jan. 

21, 1929, bu. Conestoga Mennonite Cern.; m. Dec. 9, 
1873, Malinda Mast. 
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29. MAST, Malinda, b. Oct. 2, 1852; d. Feb. 12, 1933, bu. 
Conestoga Mennonite Cern. 

30. MAST, Stephen K., b. Apr. 21, 1849, Caernarvon Twp., 
Berks Co., Pa.; d. Sept. 15, 1934, bu. Mast Cern.; m. Dec. 
4, 1873, Catherine Esch. 

31. ESCH, Catherine, b. July 5, 1853; d. Jan. 4, 1929, bu. Mast 
Cern. 

::- ::· ::-

32. WEBER, Henry, b. July 17, 1794; d. Jan. 16, 1873; m.(1) 
Esther Bowman; m. (2) Veronica Gehman; bu. Allegheny 
Mennonite Cern·. Henry Weber; Henry Weber (d. 1827) 
and Maria Huber; Christian Weber (1731-1820) and 
Magdalena Ruth/ Rutt (1733-1804); Henry Weber (1690-
1745) (1717 immigrant) and Maudlin/ Mandline Kendig; 
Hannas/ John Weber (d. 1721). 

33. GEHMAN, Veronica, b. Sept. 4, 1805; d. Feb. 12, 1894, 
bu. Allegheny Mennonite Cern. Veronica Gehman Weber; 
Christian Gehman (1775-1856) and Barbara Kurtz (1784-
1859); Daniel Gehman and Veronica Gehman; Christian 
Gehman (1754 immigrant). 

34. MUSSER, Jacob (brother of no. 39), b. Nov. 14, 1821; d. 
Feb. 5, 1897, bu. Bowmansville Mennonite Cern.; m. Anna 
Bowman. Jacob Musser; John Musser and Susanna Weber. 

35. BOWMAN, Anna (sister of no. 38), b. Oct. 24, 1819; d. 
Mar. 11, 1858, bu. Pine Grove Mennonite Cern. Anna 
Bowman Musser; Joseph Bowman and Mary Huber. 

36. GEHMAN, Benjamin, b. Feb. 15, 1808; d. Sept. 5, 1882, 
bu. Gehman Mennonite Cern.; m. Elizabeth Musser. 
Benjamin Gehman; Daniel Gehman (d. 1859) and Elizabeth 
Bowman (1788-1868); Daniel Gehman and Veronica 
Gehman; Christian Gehman (1754 immigrant). 

37. MUSSER, Elizabeth, b. Apr. 27, 1813; d. Mar. 9, 1893, 
bu. Gehman Mennonite Cern. Elizabeth Musser Gehman; 
Christian Musser. 

38. BOWMAN, Benjamin (brother of no. 35), b. Dec. 16, 
1816; d. Nov. 13, 1861, bu. Allegheny Mennonite Cern.; 
m. Lavina Musser. Benjamin Bowman; Joseph Bowman 
and Mary Huber. 

39. MUSSER, Lavina (sister of no. 34), b. Jan. 29, 1819; d. 
Oct. 8, 1881, bu. Allegheny Mennonite Cern. Lavina 
Musser Bowman; John Musser and Susanna Weber. 

-
John H. Stoltzfus (no. 14) and Priscilla (Mast) Stoltzfus (no. 15) 
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40. HORNING, Joseph, b. May 9, 1798; d. Jan. 25, 1876, bu. 
Allegheny Mennonite Cern.; m. Veronica Musser.6 Joseph 
Horning; Paul Horning; Bentz Horning. 

41. MUSSER, Veronica, b. July 22, 1803; d. Jan. 24, 1889, bu. 
Allegheny Mennonite Cern. 

42. GEHMAN, Benjamin (same as no. 36). 
43. MUSSER, Elizabeth (same as no. 37). 
44. GOOD, Henry, b. Aug. 20, 1779; d. Jan. 25, 1862, bu. 

Zimmerman/ Lichty Mennonite Cern., East Earl Twp., 
Lancaster Co., Pa.; m. Elizabeth Hoffman. Henry Good; 
George H. Good and Elizabeth Zimmerman; Henry Good; 
Christian Good. 

45. HOFFMAN, Elizabeth, b. Jan. 30, 1786; d. Feb. 19, 1870, 
bu. Zimmerman/Lichty Cern. 

46. BAUMAN, Daniel, b. June 24, 1796; d. Mar. 24,1875, bu. 
Pine Grove Mennonite Cern.; m. Elizabeth Good. Daniel 
Bauman; Christian Bauman and Anna Gehman. 

47. GOOD, Elizabeth, b. Dec. 9, 1798; d. Aug. 14, 1877, bu. 
Pine Grove Mennonite Cern. Elizabeth Good Bauman; 
John Good and Elizabeth Musser. 

48. STOLTZFUS, Jacob, b. Feb. 3, 1808; d. Mar. 9, 1892; 
rn.(1) Barbara King; m.(2) Nancy Smucker Kanagy; m.(3) 
Nancy Kurtz. Jacob Stoltzfus; Jacob Stoltzfus (1779-1 810) 
and Mary Blank (1780-1848); Christian Stoltzfus (1749-
1832) and Catherine Garber (d . 1783); Nickolas Stoltzfus 
(d. 1774) (1766 immigrant) and Katharina Berrnann (d. 
1781); Christopher Gottleib Stoltzfuess. 

49. KING, Barbara, b. Mar. 13, 1813; d. Dec. 20, 1855. 
Barbara King Stoltzfus; John King (1779-1833) and 
Barbara Fisher (1779-1869); Johannes and Nancy King; 
Samuel Koenig (1744 immigrant). 

50. MAST, David ("Leather Davy"), b. Feb. 17, 1798; d. Nov. 
26, 1869, bu. Mast Cern.; m. (1) Sept. 5, 1824, Fanny Byler; 
rn.(2) Catherine Warye. David Mast; John Mast (1763-
1832) and Mary Kurtz (1764-1845); Jacob B. Mast (1738-
1808) (1750 immigrant) and Magdalene Hooley 
(1740-1820). 

51. BYLER, Veronica/Fanny, b. Aug. 2, 1801; d. Oct. 16, 
1855, bu. Mast Cern. Fanny Byler Mast; Jacob Byler. 

52. BEILER, Christian, b. Sept. 8, 1811; d. Mar. 15, 1888; rn. 
Jan. 12, 1834 Rebecca Stoltzfus. Christian Beiler; David 
Beiler (1786-1871) and Elizabeth Fisher (1791-1866); 
Christian K. Beiler (1752-1804) and Anna King; 
Christopher Beiler (ca. 1727-1812) and Barbara Yoder; 
Jacob Beiler (d. 1772) (1737 immigrant). 

53. STOLTZFUS, Rebecca, b. Aug. 21, 1816; d. April 28, 
1902. Rebecca Stoltzfus Beiler; Christian Stoltzfus (1781-
1865) and Anna Blank; Christian Stoltzfus and Catherine 
Garber; Nickolas Stoltzfus and Katharina Bermann; 
Christopher Gottleib Stoltzfuess. 

54. ESH, Jacob, b. Mar. 13, 1814; d. Sept. 30, 1879; m. Dec. 6, 
1835, Barbara Hooley. Jacob Esh; Christopher Esh (1743-
1830) and Mary Zook (d. 1844); Jacob Esh (1751 
immigrant). 

55. HOOLEY, Barbara, b. Dec. 6, 1813; d. Sept. 6, 1878. 
Barbara Hooley Esh; David Hooley and Catherine King; 
John Hooley (1739-0ct. 4, 1805) and Catherine Blank. 

56. STOLTZFUS, John, b. ]<in. 13, 1810; d. Mar. 22, 1897, 
bu. New Holland Road Cern., Lancaster Co., Pa.; m. 
Elizabeth Umble. 7 John Stoltzfus; Christian Stoltzfus 
(1781-1865) and Anna Blank; Christian Stoltzfus and 
Catherine Garber; Nickolas Stoltzfus and Katharina 
Bermann; Christopher Gottleib Stoltzfuess. 
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57. UMBLE, Elizabeth, b. Apr. 12, 1811; d. Oct. 31, 1853, bu. 
New Holland Road Cern. 

58. MAST, John M., b. Oct. 10, 1829, Caernarvon Twp., 
Berks Co., Pa.; d. Mar. 22, 1901, bu. Pine Grove Cern., 
Caernarvon Twp., Berks Co., Pa.; m . Dec. 16, 1851, 
Rebecca Stoltzfus. 8 John M . Mast; Stephen Mast (1800-
1868) and Hannah Miller (1805-1866); John Mast (1763-
1832) and Mary Kurtz (1764-1845); Jacob Mast and 
Magdalene Hooley. 

59. STOLTZFUS, Rebecca, b. Apr. 2, 1830; d. Dec. 2, 1918, 
bu. Pine Grove Cern. Rebecca Stoltzfus Mast; "Tennessee" 
John Stoltzfus and Catherine Hooley. 

60. MAST, Isaac, b. Jan. 8, 1823; d. Jan. 22, 1907, bu. Pine 
Grove Cern.; m. Mary Kurtz. . 

61. KURTZ, Mary, b. Apr. 1, 1827; d. Mar. 4, 1914, bu. Pine 
Grove Cern. 

62. ESCH, Abraham, b. Dec. 31, 1822, Mifflin Co., Pa.; d. 
Apr. 28, 1871, Union Co., Pa., bu. Beiler Cern., Buffalo 
Twp., Union Co., Pa.; m. Catherine Headings. 

63. HEADINGS, Catherine, b. July 15, 1823, Mifflin Co., Pa.; 
d. Apr. 4, 1898, Union Co., Pa., bu. Beiler Cern. D 

1Yoder, Lester S. The Roots and Descendants of Mast and Mary 
Stoltzfus ((Apple Creek, Ohio: Compiler], 1981), p. 80: "She suffered 
much from a tumor in the hip the last year, but she was very patient 
and submissive to the Father's will." 

2Anna M. Gehman, The Gehman-Gayman Family History: A 
Biographical and Genealogical History of the Descendants of Christian 
Gehman from the time of His Arrival in Pennsylvania Down to the 
Seventh Generation (n.p., ca. 1950), p. 29: "He was a brother of deep 
convictions and had an earnest concern for the welfare of the church. 
He often pled with tears and asked the brotherhood to help keep 
worldliness out of the church and maintain Gospel simplicity. He was 
a tireless visitor to the sick; even after the infirmities in his physical 
body were telling on him his zeal to be faithful in his charge had not 
abated." 

3Yoder, Mast and Mary Stoltzfus, p. 20: He accepted the Lord in his 
youth and always attended church services faithfully. His strong 
Christian character helped him endure much suffering during several 
years of illness." See also J. Lemar and Lois Ann Mast, As Long as 
Wood Grows and Water Flows: A History of the Conestoga 
Mennonite Church (Morgantown, Pa.: Conestoga Mennonite 
Church, 1982), p. 242: "Our parents tried to teach us the truth of 
God's Word. They also lived to be a good example" (quotation from 
Emma Yoder). A member of the Old Order Amish till about 1910, he 
and his wife then transferred to the Amish Mennonite church. 

4Yoder, Mast and Mary Stoltzfus, p. 20: "She accepted Christ as her 
Savior in her youth and lived a faithful Christian life." 

5Named Johannas Mast Stoltzfus, he later changed his name to 
John Hooley Stoltzfus for reasons of identification. 

6Elsie Martin Eberly and Clarence Martin Eberly, A Record of the 
Descendants of the Moses Musser Horning and Lavina Gehman 
Horning Family (n.p., 1967), p. 2. Joseph Horning married Veronica 
Musser (no. 41), "a girl of the Mennonite Faith, very much against his 
father's wishes, (as far as we know, the Hornings up to that time were 
not Mennonites). But because of Joseph's belief he married the girl and 
joined the Mennonite Church. He became a consistent follower of the 
Faith .... " 

7He is a brother to Rebecca Stoltzfus (no. 53) and a double first 
cousin to Jacob Stoltzfus (no. 48). 

BMast, As Long as Wood Grows, p. 232: "He was happy to have his 
seven children settle on farms within a one-mile radius of his 
homestead .. . . They loved the simple life and followed the teachings 
of the Amish Mennonite Church, serving as faithful members of the 
Conestoga congregation . ... During his lifetime he was known as a 
devout man of prayer and is said to have spent considerable time 
praying for each of his children and grandchildren even before they 
were born." 
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Research Notes 
Researchers are invited to share synopses of their proiects. 

Entries should include title, summary of scope, expected date of 
completion or publication, and name and address of author or 
compiler. Send items to Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage, 2215 
Millstream Road, Lancaster, PA 17602. 

DOWRY: The Oral Traditions Project of the Union County 
Historical Society has begun research on the dowry in Pennsyl
vania which will culminate in a publication and exhibition in 
1990 at the Heritage Center of Lancaster County, Lancaster, Pa. 
Objects, letters, diaries, and account books that relate to 
marriage are being sought. Historical wedding presentation 
pieces made for Pennsylvanians of all ethnic groups are also of 
interest. 

-Jeanette Lasansky 
Oral Traditions Proiect 

Courthouse, South Second Street 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 

FRIENDS: I am investigating contacts between Mennonites 
and Friends (Quakers) in the latter part of the nineteenth century, 
including the reasons for interchange, the points of sympathy, 
and how each group evaluated the faithfulness of the other 
group. One sphere of contact was correspondence between 
Mennonite publisher John F. Funk and Friend Josiah Leeds of 
Philadelphia which appeared in the Herald of Truth. Another 
was the activities of Friends from the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting in the Franconia and Lancaster conferences from 1870 
to 1890. 

-Edsel Burdge, Jr. 
313 South Walnut Street 

Milford, DE 19963 

ONTARIO MIGRATION: The Canadian government has 
awarded me a Canadian Studies Faculty Research Grant to work 
on "The Migration of the Peace People to Ontario, 1786-
1801." I would be grateful for genealogical and other infor
mation about families of Mennonite, Quaker, or River Brethren 
background who left Pennsylvania for Ontario in these years 
whether or not they then or later united with other denomi
nations or identified with Friends (Quakers), Mennonites, or 
Tunkers in Canada. 

-Richard K. MacMaster 
Bluffton College 

Bluffton, OH 45817 

PACIFISM: Professor ]. Henriette Louis of Universite 
d'Orleans in France organized a workshop on religion and 
pacifism in the American and French revolutions at a conference 
sponsored by the French Association for American Studies at 
Chantilly, France, held on May 27-29, 1988, and based on the 
theme, "From the American Revolution to the French 
Revolution." Papers were read on Amish, Mennonites, and 
Quakers in the American Revolution and on the experience of 
the same groups in the French Revolution. Claude Jerome spoke 
on Mennonites in the French Revolution, and Richard K. 
MacMaster spoke on Mennonites in the American Revolution. 

RUTT SCHOOL: I am seeking information on the Rutt 
School of West Donegal Twp. in Lancaster Co., Pa. If you are 
aware of any teachers, students, school records, class pictures, or 
school memories relating to the Rutt School, please contact: 

-Jere Rutt 
51 Longmeadow Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

Genealogical Tips 
Readers are invited to share suggestions and new findings. 

Address items to Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage, 2215 
Millstream Road, Lancaster, PA 17602. 

INDEXING: "People do not live in alphabetical order. 
People do not appear at the baptismal font or the marriage altar 
in alphabetical order. People do not die and choose to be buried 
in alphabetical order. 

"Within the natural order of one's life there is a wealth of 
clues to kin and associates, events, places, and circumstances. 
When church records are rearranged into alphabetical order, it is 
not possible to follow an itinerant pastor as he made his rounds 
in isolated areas or to determine who else was baptized or 
married at the same time. Clues to identities and relationships are 
lost. When censuses are rearranged into alphabetical order, it is 
not possible to determine neighbors or to identify others in the 
vicinity with similar naming or migration patterns. Clues to 
origins and the birth families of wives are obliterated. When 
tombstone inscriptions are rearranged into alphabetical order, it 
is impossible to determine proximity of burial sites. Clues to 
kinship are destroyed. 

" ... To remove families from their natural order, to shuffle 
individuals into an arbitrary arrangement that makes it easier for 
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the casual researcher to spot one name, is self-defeating in the 
study of genealogy." 

-National Genealogical Society Quarterly 
Vol. 75 (September 1987): 167 

JOHNSON: A book of family group sheets on the Johnson 
surname has been published under the auspices of the johnson 
journal. It contains approximately two hundred sheets from 
many areas of North America, England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
Sweden. Information may be obtained from the address listed 
below. 

-Surname Publications 
P.O. Box 96 

Broderick, CA 95605 

KANAGY: In 1987 Kanagy Roots and a Branch was 
published by the compiler, Ezra J. Kanagy. It contains a history 
of immigrant Hans Gnagy ( 1720-1722) and his known children, 
a reprint of the John H. Kanagy family register ( 1964), and the 
notes of Samuel Kanagy (1858-1940) of Bellefontaine, Ohio. 
This 94-page book can be obtained from: 

-Ezra]. Kanagy 
2801 Centerville Road 

Shreve, OH 44676 
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KAUFFMAN: The following data was abstracted from an 
1819 Bible donated to the Lancaster Mennonite Historical 
Society. The record states that Johannes Kauffman (1793-1833) 
was born in Lancaster Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa., and that Anna 
(Brubacher) Kauffman (1797-1864) died in Millersville, Manor 
Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa. 
Henry Kauffman, Aug. 30, 1754-Mar. 12, 1822 
m. Veronica Herr, Sept. 26, 1760-Sept. 29, 1829 

1. Johannes Kauffman (fourth son}, Aug. 24, 1793-June 
25, 1833 
m. Dec. 26, 1814 Anna Brubacher, June 24, 1797-June 

25, 1864; dau. of Bishop Jacob Brubacher-Anna 
Ellenberger. 
1. Henry Kauffman, b. Nov. 5, 1817 
2. Anna Kauffman, b. Nov. 19, 1827 
3. Jacob Kauffman, b. Apr. 11, 1831 
4. Elizabeth Kauffman, b. July 19, 1832 

MARTIN: The date of immigration of Christian Martin 
(1694-1758) and his wife Magdalena, who lived in Manor 
Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa., was unknown until recently. It had 
been assumed that Preacher Christian Martin (b. 1694}, son of 
Christian (b. 1669) and brother of Jacob, David, Hans Heinrich, 
Fravin, and Fronik Martin, came to Philadelphia prior to the 
beginning of immigration records in 1727. Refer to my article in 
the July 1987 issue of Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage. It is 
now clear that he and his wife arrived in Philadelphia on the ship 
Allen, on September 11, 1729. There is no Christian Martin on 
the captain's passenger list, "A," but the list includes a 
Christopher and Maria Agnis Marten-apparently the captain's 
badly botched version of Christian and Magdalena Martin. That 
view is bolstered by the fact that both the "B" and "C" lists 
include a Christ Marte (he signed his own name on those lists} 
but no Christopher Matteo. The three lists are dated September 
11, 1729. There is no known record of this Christ Marte in the 
Mennonite archives in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Christian's 
will (Y-2-479) was written on September 30, 1758, and 
probated in 1759 in Lancaster Co., Pa. 

-jason Martin 
62249 Cedar Road 

Mishawaka, IN 46544 

MAYER: I am trying to locate the descendants of David 
Mayer (1772-1847) and Elizabeth Rohrer (1774-1853) in order 
to form a group which will protect the Mayer Cemetery at 
Belmont, Manheim Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa. David, Elizabeth, 
and four of their children are buried in this cemetery which is 
seriously threatened by development. (See Pennsylvania 
Mennonite Heritage 10 [October 1987]: 14.) I am not related to 
the Mayer families, but I have lived in the house that David built 
in 1797. Since I will leave Lancaster Co. in 1988, I want to act 
soon. My genealogical materials on the Mayer families will be 
turned over to responsible descendants who will continue this 
effort. Please contact me in the near future. 

-Carol Tucker Gadbois 
141 Maple Lane 

Lancaster, PA 17601 

MICHIGAN AND INDIANA: "Michiana Roots" is a 
weekly genealogy column carried each Sunday by The South 
Bend (Ind.) Tribune, having a circulation of 125,000. It offers a 
free query service, carries advice about research techniques, and 
passes along news of the genealogical world. The first four years 
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(1972-77) of the column have been collected in book form and 
can be purchased. 

-Michiana Roots 
The South Bend Tribune 

225 West Colfax 
South Bend, IN 46626 

OREGON MENNONITES: The first meeting of the 
Oregon Mennonite Historical and Genealogical Society met on 
November 8, 1987, at 2:30 p.m. at the Albany Mennonite 
Church, Albany, Ore., with fourteen persons attending. Hope 
Lind, historian of the Pacific Coast Conference of the Mennonite 
Church, chaired the meeting. The Society is open to all interested 
persons. 

-john L. Fretz 
675 Elma Avenue, S.E. 

Salem, OR 97301 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLICATION: The Pennsylvania 
Genealogist and Historian is a quarterly periodical focused on the 
genealogy, history, archaeology, and material culture of Pennsyl
vania . Edited by William Iscrupe and Shirley McQuillis Iscrupe, 
it contains articles, book and periodical reviews, notes, and 
genealogical queries. Contact the address given below to 
subscribe or to inquire concerning manuscript submission. 

-The Pennsylvania Genealogist and Historian 
P.O. Box 253 

Laughlintown, PA 15655 

PHOTOGRAPH IDENTIFICATION: I would like to find 
a family home for twenty-eight pictures bought at a flea market 
in Montgomery Co., Pa. The following names are listed on the 
backs of some of the pictures: Mrs. Bennie Witmar, Frank 
Snadow, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Ranck, Benne Aldafter, George 
Witmar, and Ben Witmer. Some of the pictures were taken at 
Philadelphia, Lancaster, Reading, Pottstown, West Chester, 
New Holland, and Bloomsburg. If you can prove a family 
connection, please write. 

-Norman R. Peters 
P.O. Box 21117 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION: Information 
supplied by individuals applying for a Social Security Number 
can be obtained from the Social Security Administration. The 
particular item that one seeks is a photocopy of the form SS-5 
that the individual filled out when making application. This 
item can provide full name (including elusive middle name}, 
address, date and place of birth (as stated by the individual}, 
address at the time of application, employer and employer's 
address, father's full name, and mother's maiden name. A 
signature of the applicant is also on form SS-5. 

Write a letter to the following address for information: 
Department of Health and Human Services, Social Security 
Administration, Attn: Freedom of Information Officer, 4-J-9 
West High Rise Building, 6401 Security Blvd., Baltimore, MD 
21235. There is a fee of $6.00 per name without a Social Security 
number or $2.00 per name if the number is supplied plus actual 
postage. The fee applies whether or not the application for an 
individual can be found. A death certificate is not necessary, but 
information on living persons will not be supplied. One should 
note that the person is deceased and that the request is being 
made under the Freedom of Information Act. 

-Line Upon Line Oune 1987) 
Montgomery County (Md.) Genealogical Society 
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ZUG FAMILY BIBLE: The family record of 1742 immigrant 
Moritz Zug and his wife Maria from a 1589 Froschauer Bible 
has appeared in several articles, manuscripts, and books. 1 In these 
versions, month numbers, some of which are incorrect, were 
substituted for month names, and no month was listed for the 
birth of the fifth child. Because three of the children were born 
prior to the change from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian 
calendar in September 17 52, when March was the first month of 
the old style, or Julian calendar, the use of numbered months has 
led to additional errors in the reported births of these children.1 

The inaccurate translation can be traced to correspondence a 
century ago, when Moritz's great-grandson, Jacob Mast Zook, 
copied the records for Michael Zug of Lebanon, Pennsylvania.3 

The Bible had remained at the family homestead near Exton, 
Pennsylvania, with members of Jacob's line of descent, most of 
whom had joined the Society of Friends (Quakers). In accord 
with Quaker custom, Jacob used numbered months for the births 
and selected all of the numbers from the new, or Gregorian, 
calendar. 

Recent examination of the Bible indicates that the record is a 
good primary source of genealogical information.4 A surprising 
find was that the months were not recorded by number as 
reported but rather as German names, some of which are no 
longer in use. The following is the writer's interpretation of the 
old German script. Spelling errors have not been corrected. 

1. Der Hanes Zug ist geboren im iahr 1748 im auguste 
2. Der Christen Zug ist geboren im iahr 17 50 im heimonett 

Family Bible record of Moritz and Maria Zug 
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3. Der Hener Zug ist geboren im iahr 1752 auf christie 
himelfarst 

4. Der Jacob Zug ist geboren im iahr 1757 im abril 
5. Ein Dochtter geboren jm iahr 1759 im hornung 
6. Der Abrham Zug ist geboren im iahr 1761 im jener 
7. Das Freni Zug ist geboren em iahr 1763 im brachmonet 

Hanes (Hans or Hannes) is a diminutive of Johannes or John, 
and Hener (Henner) is a nickname for Heinrich or Henry. The 
spelling of the birth month for Christian Zug resembles the old 
German name for July (Heumonat) rather than that for June 
(Brachmonat), the month often reported for his birth.5 The 
unnamed daughter (Tochter) was born in Hornung, an old name 
for February. Abraham was born in January (jenner) as reported, 
but the spelling of Freni's birth month looks more like June than 
July, the month frequently quoted.5 

A question remains on the birth date for the third child. The 
Bible states only that Henry arrived on Ascension Day 
(Himmelsfahrtstag), the Thursday following the fifth Sunday 
after Easter. Easter 1752 on the new style Gregorian calendar was 
April 2, and Ascension Day, Thursday, May 11. Although the 
British government and the American colonies did not adopt the 
new calendar until September 1752, this calendar was adopted 
by the German Protestant states in 1700 and was the calendar 
brought to North America by the Zug immigrants of 1742. 
Nevertheless, in spite of the calendar change, Easter and the 
associated religious holidays were reckoned by the old style, or 
Julian calendar, until1776 in the German Protestant states.6 By 
the Julian calendar, Easter was March 29, 1752, and Ascension 
Day, Thursday, May 7. These dates have been confirmed in 
North America by the 1752 edition of Poor Richard's Almanac 
so that Thursday, May 7, 1752, is the most likely date of Henry's 
birth-the only complete date for any of immigrant Moritz 
Zug's children. 7 

1 Michael Zug, Genealogical History or Record of the Descendants of 
Ulrich Zug [unpublished] (Lebanon, PA: 1884), p. 160; Arthur J. Lacy, 
Moritz Zug and his Ancestors and Descendants [unpublished] (Detroit, 
Mich.: 1953), p. 1; Lois Ann Zook. Only a Twig: A Branch of the 
Zugs!Zooks from Pennsylvania (Strasburg, Pa.: Compiler, 1979), p. 9; 
Lois Ann Zook, "Moritz Zug, Amish Mennonite Immigrant," 
Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage 2 Oanuary 1979): 2-7. 

2Harry D. Zook, Zug/Zuck!Zouck!Zook Genealogy (Baltimore: 
Gateway Press, 1983), p. 243. 

3Zug, Descendants of Ulrich Zug, p. 185. 
4The Moritz Zug Family Bible is owned by Dunwoody Zook, 

Glenmoore, Pa. 
5John Hertzler, Sr., A Brief Biographic Memorial of jacob Hertzler 

and a Complete Genealogical Family Register of His Lineal Descendants 
and Those Related by Inter-Marriage, from 1730 to 1883 (Elkhart, 
Ind.: Mennonite Publishing Co., 1885), p. 321; C. Z. Mast, A Brief 
History of Bishop jacob Mast and Other Mast Pioneers, and a 
Complete Genealogical Family Register and Those Related by Inter
Marriage, with Biographies of Their Descendants from the Earliest 
Available Records to the Present Time (Elverson, Pa.: 1911), p. 359; 
Zug, Descendants of Ulrich Zug, p. 160; Zook, Only a Twig, p. 9; 
Hugh F. Gingerich and Rachel W. Kreider, Amish and Amish 
Mennonite Genealogies (Gordonville, Pa.: Pequea Publishers, 1986), p. 
548. 

6World Almanac and Book of Facts (New York: Newspaper 
Enterprise Associates, 1980), p. 787. 

7Poor Richard's Almanac (Philadelphia: Benjamin Franklin and 
David Hall, 1752). 

-Harry D. Zook 
P.O. Box 10091 

State College, PA 16805 
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Mir Iss Es Gut Daheem 
by Noah G. Good 

Unser Paep hott als ferzaelt wie er mol mit de Tren nach 
Virginia g'fohre iss. Er hot, wo er noch yung un leddich 
worr, fie! g'leese im Gospel Herald. Mit so fie! Leese hotter 
fie! Leit ihre Naame g'lannt kenne. Mit dem fie! Leese hott 
er natuerlich meh sehne welle. Aile Daag hott er ebbis 
g'schriwwe fon was er g'schafft un g'leese hott. Eens fon 
seine Schulkamerade iss nach Ohio gange, hott sich datt 
Arrewet g'funne, hott schpaeter aag'fange Schul halte, un 
worr schpaeter Professor in der University. Er hott em Paep 
fie! g'schriwwe un hott aag'halte er sett mol nach Ohio 
kumme. Wann der Harry Gut haem kumme iss, hott er der 
Paep alsfort uffg'sucht. Der Jacob Gehman iss aa nach 
Michigan g'reest un hott in're Seegmiel g'schafft. Des hott 
der Paep uns oft widderholt. 

Sel Zeit henn die Leit noch kenn Autos g'fohre. Fie! Leit 
sinn weit g'reest zu Fuss. Annre sinn mit de Trolley un mit'm 
Riggelweg g'fohre. Sell is was der Paep im Sinn g'hatt hott. 

Den ganze Summer hotter bei de Nochbre g'schaft un 
hott's Geld sarigfeltig weg g'legt. Im Harrebscht wo's 
Welschkorn gebascht worr hott er mol ee Daag wennich 
Gleeder eigepackt un iss nach Adamschtettel g'loffe. Mit de 
Trolley iss er nach Langeschter g'fohre. Fa ihn worr sell's 
erscht mol uff de Trolley. Es hott ihm g'falle. 

In Langeschter iss er in de Schtattmitt fon de Trolley 
abgange. Er hott sich befrooge misse fa sich an der Riggelweg 
finne. Er iss so wie'n halb Meil zu Fuss gange. Die T rolley 
waer datt forbei gange, awwer er hott's nett g'wisst. Sel worr 
nix zu bedauere, er worr gleimol datt. 

Es worr noch frieh im Nachmittag. Es worr so'n 
Fenschter wo rna sich en Ticket kauffe hott kenne. Da Paep 
hott wennich zugeguckt wie die Leit's mache un iss aa datt 
hie gange fa'n Ticket kauffe. Er hott's im Sinn g'hatte nach 
Harrisonburg, Virginia zu fohre. Er hott g'wisst fon etliche 
Leit datt, un hott g'meent er daet sie uff suche. 

Der Paep hott nett gezaelt lang in Virginia bleiwe; doch 
hott er gedenkt er daet f'leicht iwwer Sunndaag datt in die 
Gmee geh un deel fremme Leit bekannt worre. Der Mann 
im Ticketfrnschter iss glei z'rick komme mit'me Ticket 
zwanzig Zolllang. Der Paep hott bezahlt un hott g'froogt, 
"Was mach mit dem lange Schtick Babier?" 

Da Mann hott g'saat, "Geb gut Acht druff. Uff de Tren 
muscht des Ticket zeige. Der Konductor nemmt dann un 
wann en Schtick ab. Ferlier's absolut nett, schunscht muscht 
wieder bezahle." Dann hott der Mann dem Paep ausg'legt 
wie er in Harrisburg uff'n annre Tren geh muss, un in 
Hagerstown aa widder wechsle. 

En ganze lange Schtund hott er worte misse. Annre T rens 
sinn kumme un gange. Es hott'n Mann sie allemol ausg'ruffe 
wo sie hie gehne. Endlich worr' s die wo er nemme hot well e. 
Uff de Tren hotter sich Gedanke g'macht eb's doch f'leicht 
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die letz Tren sei kennt. Bald henn sie Harrisburg ausg'ruffe. 
Er is fon de Tren abgange. Alles hott so fremm un so gross 
geguckt. 

Doch hott er glei g'sehne wo rna die Schteeg nunner geht 
fa die Tren nach Hagerstown. Es worr yuscht g'nung Zeit. 
Die Tren hott schunn dat g'schtanne. Glei worre sie widder 
uff'm Weg. Es hott'm Paep widder gut g'falle. Des worr'n 
scheene Sach fa so'n Rees mache. Doch hott er wennich 
Angst g'hatte. Alles worr so fremm. 

Wi sie nach Hagerstown kumme sinn worr's ee Uhrin de 
Nacht. Der Konductor hott ihm g'saat er muss abschteige. 
Die Tren gingt nach Washington. Es worr kenn annre Tren 
zu sehne un er worr mied un schlaefrig. Er hott awwer nett 
lang worte brauche. Glei hott 'n Mann g'rufe die Tren gingt 
nach Harrisonburg, Staunton un Richmond. Die Tren worr 
ziemlich foil un die Leit henn sich ausg'schtreckt fa schloofe. 
Doch hott er sich'n Jeerer Sitz g'funne. Er worr knapps an 
seinem Sitz bis'n Konductor sei Ticket widder sehne hot 
welle. Er hott widder'n Schtickle ab g'risse. Der Paep worr 
mied un schlaefrig. Er hott's gegliche uff de Tren, awwer er 
hott doch an sei weech, warm Bett denke misse. Er hott sich 
forgnumme dass rna nett eischloofe darref, un's nett hoere 
wann sie rufe fa abschteige. 

Sell wor's letscht dass er g'wisst hott bis der Konductor 
ihn am Arm g'schittelt hott. "Wo gehscht du his, yunger 
Mann?" hott der Konductor g'froogt. 

Da Paep hott sich die Aage ausg'riwwe un hott so 
schlaefrich g'saat, "Harrisonburg, Virginia." 

"Hoscht getraumt? Ich hab's drei-Fattel Schtund z'rich 
schun ausgewwe nach Harrisonburg. Du hettscht an Elkton 
absteige sell e." 

Dem Paep worr alles ferhuddelt. Er hott so schee 
getraumt fon daheem, awwer des worr ken Traum, un's 
worr net schee. "Ja, was mach' ich do? Was iss zu mache?" 

Der Konductor hot g'saat, "In Richmond kannscht'n 
Tren nach Harrisonburg nemme. Bis fin£ Uhr kummscht 
nach Elkton. A wwer ich muss doch Geld hawwe fon dir fa 
nach Richmond un z'rick fohre." 

Wo er sell Geld bezahlt hott, hotter gedenkt, "Ich hett 
fiel woelfler un besser schloofe kenne daheem." 

"Nemm's gut in Acht! An Elkton muscht abschteige." 
Da Paep hott dem Konductor g'saat, "Wann ich mol 

nach Elkton kumm bin ich uff'm Heemweg. Ich such 
Niemand in de Nacht." 

Da Konductor hott sich die Schnawelkapp abgnumme un 
im Haar gegratzt. Er hott g'saat, "An dem waerscht besser 
daheem gebliwwe." 

Da Paep hott g'saat, "So meen ich aa graad. Mir iss es gut 
daheem." 
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For Me It Is Nice at Home 
translated by Noah G. Good 

Our dad used to tell how he took a train ride on the cars 
to Virginia. When he was still young and not married, he 
used to read a great deal in the Gospel Herald. With so much 
reading he learned to know the names of a lot of people. 
With this reading came a natural urge to see more. Every day 
he wrote something about what he was working and 
reading. One of his schoolmates had gone to Ohio, found 
work there, later began to teach school, and was now a 
professor in the university. He often wrote letters to Dad and 
urged him to come to Ohio sometime. When Harry Good 
came home he always looked up my dad. Jacob Gehman 
also traveled to Michigan and worked with a sawmill there. 
My dad often rehearsed this. 

In those days people were not driving autos yet. Many 
people made long trips on foot. Others went by trolley or on 
the railroad. That is what Dad had in mind to do. 

All summer long he had worked in the fields with the 
farmers and saved his money carefully. In the fall when corn 
husking was over he packed a few clothes one day and 
walked to Adamstown. With the trolley he rode to 
Lancaster. For him that was the first time on the trolley. He 
liked it. 

In Lancaster he went to the middle of the city with the 
trolley. He had to ask about how to find the railroad station. 
He made the distance of about a half mile on foot. He could 
have gotten there by trolley, but he did not know that. That 
was no problem; he was soon there. 

It was still early in the afternoon. There was a kind of 
window where one could buy a ticket. Dad watched for a 
while how the people were doing it, and then he went and 
bought a ticket, too. He had in mind to go by train to 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. He knew of several persons there 
and thought he would look them up. 

It was not Dad's intention to stay in Virginia for a long 
time, but he did think he would stay over Sunday and learn 
to know some new people on Sunday. The man behind the 
ticket window soon came back with a ticket some twenty 
inches long. Dad paid the fare and asked, "What do I do 
with this long strip of paper?" 

The man said, "Take good care of it. On the train you 
must show your ticket. The conductor will take it from time 
to time and take a portion of it. By all means do not lose it, 
or you will have to pay the fare again." Then he explained to 
Dad that on the way to Harrisonburg he would have to take 
another train at Harrisburg and would have to change again 
at Hagerstown. 

One whole long hour he had to wait. Other trains came 
and went. Each time there was a man who called out their 
destination. At last it was the one he was to take. On the 
train the thought came to him that this might even be the 
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wrong train. Soon they called for Han is burg. He got off the 
train. Everything was so strange and so big. 

But soon he saw the sign for the stairway to the train for 
Hagerstown. There was just enough time. The train was 
already standing there. Soon he was on his way again. Dad 
liked this and was having a good time. This was nice to 
make such a trip. Still he did have some slight fears. 
Everything was so strange. 

When they came to Hagerstown it was in the night at one 
o'clock. The conductor informed him he needed to get off. 
There was no other train in sight, and he was tired and 
sleepy. This train was going to Washington. But he did not 
need to wait long. Soon an announcer said the train was 
going to Harrisonburg, Staunton, and Richmond. The train 
was rather full, and people had stretched out to sleep. But 
soon he did find an empty seat. He was scarcely in his seat 
when the conductor wanted to see his ticket again and took 
off another little piece. Dad was sleepy and tired. He liked it 
on the train, but he had to think about his soft, warm bed at 
home. He had to think that he did not dare fall asleep and 
perhaps not hear it when his station to get off would be 
called. 

That was the last he knew till the conductor came and 
shook his arm. "Where are yo·A going, young man?" the 
conductor asked him. 

Dad rubbed his eyes sleepily and said in a sleepy voice, 
"To Harrisonburg, Virginia." 

"Have you been dreaming? Three quarters of an hour ago 
I called the stop for Harrisonburg. You should have gotten 
off at Elkton." 

For Dad everything was in a fuddle. He had indeed been 
dreaming very pleasantly about home. But this was no 
dream, and it was not nice. "Yes," he said, "What is this? 
What do I do now; what is there to be done?" 

"In Richmond you can take another train back to 
Harrisonburg. By five o'clock you will get to Elkton. But I'll 
have to collect more money from you for the ride from 
Elkton to Richmond and back." 

When Dad paid the money for the extra fare, he thought, 
"I could have slept much more comfortably and for less 
money at home." 

"Now take into account, and don't miss it. At Elkton 
you get off for Harrisonburg." 

Dad said to the conductor, "When I get to Elkton, I am 
on my way home. I'm not going to be hunting anybody at 
night." 

The conductor took off his conductor's cap and scratched 
in his hair. He said, "As I see it, you would have done better 
to stay at home." 

Dad said, "Exactly what I am thinking also. For me it is 
nice at home." D 
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Queries 
Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage will publish members' 

historical and genealogical queries free of charge. Each genea
logical query must include a name, a date, and a location. The 
Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society would appreciate re
ceiving copies of correspondence generated by these queries in 
order to place the information in the archives of the library. Send 
materials to Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage, 2215 Millstream 
Road, Lancaster, PA 17602. 

ACKER: I am seeking the names of the parents of Barbara 
Acker (Aug. 19, 1780-Jan. 1, 1848). Her gravestone is in the old 
Hershey Cemetery, Salisbury Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa. She was 
the second wife of John Zimmerman/ Carpenter (1780-1853}, 
son of Christian ("Heavy Man") Zimmerman and Barbara 
Rutt. Barbara and John had three children: Barbara Zimmerman 
(m. John Allen}, Magdalene Zimmerman (m. Benjamin Brack
bill), and John Zimmerman, Jr. 

-K. Varden Leasa 
164 3 Farnham Lane 

Downingtown, PA 19335 

BOWMAN: I need information on John F. Bowman (b. ca. 
1820) of Fishersville, Pa. He married Angelino Lebo prior to 
1844. One son was -Daniel Abraham Bowman ·(b. Mar. 11, 
1845, Fishersville). I am interested in his children, siblings, 
parents, and grandparents. I would also like some information 
on his wife's lineage. 

-Larry E. Zimmerman 
90 Mallard Drive 

East Hartford, CT 06118 

BRECHBILL: What was the maiden name of Anna, married 
to Christian Brechbill (b. ca. 1738) from Switzerland? I need 
names and dates of parents and siblings of Anna Groh (b. 1777), 
who married Jacob Brechbill, as well as names and dates of 
parents and siblings of Anna Meckley (b. 1806}, who married 
John Brechbiel. 

-Mrs. Phyllis Brechbiel Hanson 
14 30 Academy Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

BUNTNER: I wish to correspond with researchers working 
on Butner, Elrod, Gerlach, Lerchenzeiler, Klink, Knauss, 
Muschler, Soelle, and Transue families. They were mostly in 
Pennsylvania and North Carolina. 

-Martha Childs 
706 Spruce 

Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

CHUPP: I am searching for information about my ancestor, 
Frederick Chupp, including his parents, siblings, wife, and wife's 
family. Frederick is believed to have arrived from Europe with his 
parents in 1809 at the age of twelve. While in Pennsylvania he 
married a woman who is believed to have been born in 
Switzerland. He lived in Dauphin Co., Pa., in 1826. Later he 
moved to Allegheny Co., Pa., then to Holmes Co., Ohio. 
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-Norman R. Chupp 
140 Bateman Road 

Y ark Springs, PA 17 372 

FUCHS: Sarah Fuchs (b. 1784) married Henry Ashleman/ 
Eshleman. They lived at Swatara Hill, Dauphin Co., Pa. I seek 
data on her parents, grandparents, and family. 

-Ruby Mossel 
99 East 37th Street 

Holland, MI 49423 

HOLUBAR: Mikulas Holubar wedded Eva Peterka on 
November 15, 1739, at Ceske Budejovice, Czechoslovakia 
(Zahaj). Who has some data? In 1841 Mataej Holubar (1750-
1853) arrived in N.Y. 

-Richard Morrissey 
28656 Murrieta Road 
Sun City, CA 92381 

KINTZEL: I am seeking the identity of the parents of Anna 
Catherine Kintzel, whose marriage to Philip Mathias on Nov. 2, 
1769, is recorded in the Hill Lutheran Church, Lebanon Twp., 
Lancaster Co., Pa. I am also seeking the names and birth dates of 
their daughters. They lived near Lebanon, Pa., until about 1782, 
when they moved to Dublin Twp., Bedford Co., Pa. 

-Robert A. Mathias 
216 Thornberry Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

KLESS/GLAZE: I would like to correspond with any Glaze 
researcher. Our Earhart Kless/ Glaze resided in Lancaster, Pa., 
from about 1738 to 1770, when he and family moved to 
Hampshire Co., Va. 

-Norma Norred 
P.O. Box 994 

Delhi, CA 95315 

KNISLEY: Who were the parents of John Anthony Knisley, 
who settled near Markham, York Co., Ont.? I suspect it may be 
Abraham Knisley of York Co., Pa., because he named his first 
son Abraham. If he is the father of John Anthony, is he then the 
son of John Knisley (no. 9-14 in H. L. Kneisly's genealogy}, who 
was born Mar. 21, 1759? This is the date in John Knisley's Bible, 
which is now in the Willoughby Museum in Ont., Canada. 

-Mrs. Virgil C. Goold 
Route 2, Box 76 

Marionville, MO 65705 

LANDIS: I am interested in exchanging information with 
anyone tracing the following family: Samuel Landis/Landes (b. 
1785, Berks Co., Pa.}, who married Susannah Brobst/ Probst (b. 
1786, Berks Co., Pa.). They migrated to Ohio and then to 
Illinois, where they are buried. 

-Patricia C. Miller 
2344 Roberts Lane 

Florence, AL 35630 

LIBHART: I am seeking information on Francis , 
wife of Benjamin F. Libhart (1827-1909}, son of Jacob Libhart 
and Anna Cromwell. The couple lived in Marietta, Lancaster 
Co., Pa., and had a son, Benjamin, who died in childhood, and 
two daughters, Mary Margaret Montgomery (1849-1896/ 1906) 
·and Katherine V. Nophsker. 
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-M. L. Baker 
630 South Spruce Street 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

MATHEWS: I would appreciate any information concerning 
Jefferson Mathews (b. 1811, Ohio), who married Judith Landis 
(b. 1809, Lycoming Co., Pa.). She was the daughter of Samuel 
and Susanna (Brobst) Landis of Berks Co., Pa. 

-Patricia C. Miller 
2344 Roberts Lane 

Florence, AL 35630 

MAYER/ MEYER/MOYER/MEIER: I am seeking infor
mation on David Mayer and his sister Barbara. They were 
children of David Mayer ( 1772-184 7) and Elizabeth Rohrer 
(1774-1853) . Both David and Barbara were born and grew up in 
Manheim Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa. Barbara married Christian 
Rudy of Lancaster Co., Pa. I will exchange information. 

-Carol Tucker Gadbois 
141 Maple Lane 

Lancaster, PA 17601 

OVERHOLTZER/OBERHOLTZER: I am looking for 
data on the family of Barbara Overholtzer, daughter of Jacob 
Overholtzer of Brecknock Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa., who 
married John Heiger on Oct. 26, 1766, according to records of 
the First Reformed Church, Lancaster, Pa. 

-Grace Overholtzer Milligan 
7 511 Oak Street 

Kansas City, MO 64114 

RICHARD: I need information on the parents of both 
Samuel Richard (May 18, 1802-Feb. 4, 1872, Armstrong Co., 
Pa.) and his wife, Marie Daughtery (Oct. 18, 1800(?), Ligonier, 
Pa.-June 26, 1875, Armstrong Co., Pa.). 

-jacquelyn Kubla 
244 Florida Drive 

Lower Burrell, PA 15068 

ROLAND: I am seeking further identification of sons-in-law 
of Hannes/ John Roland (d. Sept. 1763), who lived in Leacock 
Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa. His daughters were Ann (m. Hans 
Witner), Catherine (m. Wendel Seipert), Mary (m. Joseph 
Grebil), and Ann (m. Jacob Funk) . Joseph and Mary (Roland) 
Grebil moved to Washington Co., Md. 

-Ragene Rowland 
2532 Kenilworth Road, #5 

Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 

RUPE: In 1782 Barnett Rupe lived in Botetourt Co., Va. On 
Mar. 16, 1789, his name is found in a marriage bond with 
Jeramiah Craven, a brother of Sarah Craven. Michel Cravens 
signed a record, giving his permission for the marriage of his 
daughter, Sarah Cravens, on Mar. 16, 1789, in Rockbridge Co., 
Va. Barnett is listed in Lincoln Co., Ky., in the 1800 census. He 
died in Green Co., Ky. His will was probated Oct. 27, 1835. 
Where was he born, and who were his parents? 

-Mrs. Virgil C. Goold 
Route 2, Box 76 

Marionville, MO 65705 

RUTH: The will of James Ruth (dated on June 16, 1825 and 
probated on March 11, 1826) of York Co., Pa., gives the names 
of his wife, Catherine, and the following children: Bolly, Rosina 
Spero, John, Becke, Elisabeth, Jacob, and Catherine. I need to 
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know his birthdate, birthplace, names of his parents and wife, 
plus any other information. 

-Ruby Mossel 
99 East 37th 

Holland, MI 49423 

SELL/SOELLE: Who were the wife and children of Adam 
Sell (d. 1767) of Maryland? One of his daugh~ers, Aal~je Sell 
Elrod, in her memoirs, housed in the Moravian Archives at 
Winston-Salem, N.C., says, "I was born Germantown, Pa. 
10-20 1724." Her parents were Mennonites, then Lutherans. 
Aaltje married Christopher Elrod on Mar. 20, 1743, in 
Monocacy, Md. They named their first son Adam-after her 
father, I presume. There was an Adam Sell in North Carolina. 
Was he a son of Adam (d. 1767)? Moravian records state that 
Heinrich Buckm/ Boyer was born in Switzerland and married 
Anna Catherine of Dutch ancestry and sister to Mrs. Christopher 
Elrod. I think the Sells came from Denmark. 

-Mrs. C. Pauline Walters 
1812 Hillcrest Drive 

Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

SINKEY: I need information on the family of Abram Sinkey 
and Anna Boyd Foster. A daughter was born in 1797 in 
Washington Co., Pa. 

-Mrs. C. M. Hepworth 
West 2504 Rockwell 
Spokane, WA 99205 

SMELTZER: I am searching for the parents and siblings of 
John Smeltzer (b. Dec. 15, 1813, Lancaster Co., Pa.). As a young 
man he came to Indiana-first to Wayne County, then to 
Hamilton County in 1838. In 1840 he married Maria Gasho, 
dau. of Henry Gasho, a Mennonite who came from Manor 
Twp., Lancaster Co., Pa. Was John from Mennonite back
ground? Were these families neighbors in Pennsylvania? 

-Grace Hildebrand 
P.O. Box 380 

Arcadia, IN 46030 

TSCHERHARD: Louis Tscherhard (d. Mar. 16, 1769) had a 
son, Jean Theobald Tscherhard (b. May 14, 1751), who married 
Madeleine Fritsch (b. Sept. 5, 1773) at the town hall of Thann, 
France, on February 1, 1815. Jean first married Marie Anne 
Kueneman in 1782, and Madeleine first married Joseph 
Tschirret. Are these surnames found in present-day Pennsylvania 
telephone books? 

-Richard Morrissey 
28656 Murrieta Road 
Sun City, CA 92381 

TUDOR: I need information on the parents and birthplace of 
Benjamin Tudor (b. ca. 1798, Pennsylvania) and the place and 
date of his marriage to Sarah Slaughterbach (b. ca. 1800, 
Pennsylvania). Their children were Salathiel, John, Henry, 
William (b. Sept. 29, 1826, Ohio), Stephen (b. Jan. 11, 1828, 
Ohio), Mary, Harriett (b. ca. 1834, Ohio), Sarah, Catherine (b. 
ca. 1837, Ohio), Benjamin F. (b. ca. 1839, Ohio), and Maria (b. 
ca. 1841, Ohio). 

-Mary j. Northrop 
33260 S. j. & E. Road 

Auberry, CA 93602 

WEAVER: I would appreciate data on George Weaver, who 
was born ca. 1823 in Albany, N.Y., and may have been married 
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at the same place about 1843/1844 to Hanna Martin. Their son, 
my maternal great-grandfather, Godfrey D. Weaver (b. Aug. 15, 
1852 or 1856, New York}, was married and died in Bay City, 
Bay Co., Mich. Was the above George Weaver the son of 
Solomon Weaver and Elizabeth Gamble? This Solomon was 
born Oct. 21, 1796, in Saratoga, N.Y., and was the son of]ames 
Weaver and Anna Davis. James and Anna moved to Reading, 
Pa.(?}, in 1823. James was the son of]osiah Weaver. Josiah was 
born in 1748 at Warwick, Rhode Island, and lived in 
Connecticut. He was a sergeant under General Stark in the 
Revolutionary War and died in 1844. Whom did he marry? 
Josiah had a brother Edward (b. 1746). They were sons of Peter 
Weaver, who died of smallpox in 1757 or 1758. I am willing to 
exchange data with other researchers. 

-Mrs. Yula Leona (Belanger) Dahl 
4 348 Regan Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

YOCKERY: I am seeking the maiden name and children of 
Elizabeth Yockery (ca. 1807 /1809-1878}, who married Joseph 
Yockery. Did she later marry Jacob Snyder? They were all from 
the Lancaster Co., Pa., area. 

-Doris E. Olson 
Route 1, Box 52 

Asbury, MO 64832 

ZERBE: On Nov. 28, 1815, Samuel Zerbe from Cumru 
Twp., Berks Co., Pa., married Catherine Guth of Lancaster 
County i'n Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Reading, Pa. 
Was Catherine the daughter of Christian Guth (d. Oct. 10, 
1807, Brecknock Twp.)? Samuel lived in East Lampeter Twp. 
(1820-1827), Manheim Twp. (1828-1829}, and Leacock Twp. 
(1830-1839). When did Catherine die, and where was she 
buried? Samuel had a wife Mary in 1840 when he moved to 
Ohio. 

-Faith M. Smyers 
4606 Denver Court 

Englewood, OH 45322 

ZOOK: I need information on Nancy/ Anna Zook (Dec. 4, 
1808-Sept. 19, 1882}, dau. of John Zook (see Hugh F. Gingerich 
and Rachel W. Kreider, Amish and Amish Mennonite Genea
logies, p. 551). About 1827 Nancy married Joseph Troyer (d. 
Sept. 1882) probably in Holmes Co., Ohio. Nancy's brother was 
John Zook (b. Nov. 28, 1816}, who married Mary Miller on 
Sept. 20, 1841. About 1839 Joseph and Nancy moved to Pike 
Co., Ind., where they died. When and where did John Zook, 
father of Nancy, die? What were the names of the four siblings of 
Nancy and John? 

-Doris Troyer 
471 Moody Street 

Akron, OH 44305 

Book Reviews 
Fraktur: A Selective Guide to the Franklin and Marshall 

Fraktur Collection. Lancaster, Pa.: Franklin and Marshall 
College, 1987. 29 pages. Illustrations (mostly colored). 
$6.00 (paper). Available from Carol E. Faill, Curator of 
College Collections, Franklin and Marshall College, Lan
caster, PA 17604. 

This booklet appeared in 1987 to accompany the 
October exhibition of a portion of the Fraktur collection at 
Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Twelve well-reproduced, full-color pieces are illustrated 
(one, no. 4061, not on the checklist) with a checklist of 
forty-two pieces. Carol E. Faill discusses the collection's 
acquisition by the college. Fraktur is then succinctly 
explained-an excellent modern introduction to the field. 
Surprisingly we know little more than is described here. 

The second part of the book, written by Curtis Bentzel, 
who is also responsible for the translations in the checklist, 
examines German texts. He is the first person to identify the 
styles of writing in a preliminary way. A major study of 
styles based on the printed copy books of writing styles 
throughout Germany and the rest of Europe will be required 
in the future because each writing master not only had his 
own personal flourish to a general style but also often 
provided his own names for the styles. Bentzel also 
recognizes that a study of "misspellings" may provide clues 
to the spoken language. 

The errors are negligible until page 12, where he raises 
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questions which I do not understand. There is no need for 
questions and speculations concerning why artists wrote the 
word "written" on their Fraktur drawings; this was 
standard terminology. Not only are Fraktur artists not 
identified (e.g. no. 2493 by John Adam Eyer), but the signed 
works (such as nos. 2847, 3255-A, and 3255-B with the 
H.I.B.B. initials) are mistakenly implied to be forgeries. 
Apparently Bentzel does not realize that scriveners and 
family Bible calligraphers wrote information for others in 
the first person. They operated much like the secretaries, 
typists, and computer programmers of today. Bentzel's 
confusion creates problems with the question of why the 
initials H.I.B.B. were added to a work that Bentzel hints 
must be made by Christian Graff. In fact, Graff was not the 
artist but the actual recipient. Also, Bentzel mistakenly 
identifies similar "forgeries" on two separate Gochnauer 
pieces (nos. 3255-A and 3255-B). We know that Hans 
Jacob Brubacher's writing is distinctive, easily identified by 
collectors, and never forged. Even his artwork can be clearly 
recognized on the pieces he created for Gochnauer as well as 
Graff. 

Bentzel seems puzzled by the fact that Fraktur texts are 
often disjointed, stopping in the middle of one sentence and 
then starting a new religious quotation. While this annoys 
and puzzles a modern reader, the eighteenth-century reader 
probably just accepted this practice. Erasing ink on paper 
was very difficult, and paper was used in full, being much 
more expensive than today's glut in our throwaway society. 
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Secular decoration of texts did occur in Germany and is 
found from Switzerland to Prussia with remarkably similar 
world-wide styles (see Donald A. Shelley, Fraktur, 
Schreibkunst und Volkskunst in der deutschsprachigen 
Schweiz 1548 his 1980, and Ethel Ewert Abrahams, 
Frakturmalen und Schonschreiben). 

Bentzel's references to Islamic art and "harvest" as the 
root work of "read" are worthwhile and provocative. The 
influence of Islamic calligraphy on the European Renaissance 
has not yet been investigated even though Arabian books, 
science, mathematics, and food influenced Renaissance 
Europeans. 

There are good ideas in the second part except for the 
previously mentioned problems and a few errors in the 
translation in the checklist. The English translation of no. 
4529 is a duplicate from no. 4526-probably a printer's 
error. The bottom line of no. 2493 begins as "Diese Vorsch" 
where Vorsch is an unusual abbreviation for Vorschrift, not 
"Diese Worth," translated as "These words" (Worter?). 

The third essay, a discussion concerning the religious 
context of Fraktur by Robert Mickey, is overblown without 
any significant ideas. The preponderance of "children obey" 
religious quotations is quite appropriate when dealing with 
schoolchildren, for whom almost all of this type of Fraktur 
was made. Mickey's characterization of the so-called 
Mennonite view as simply "submissive" is a misrepre
sentation, I believe. Scholars have not yet compiled long lists 
of clearly Lutheran pieces and unquestioned Mennonite 
works in order to compare and contrast them. Mickey 
selected only two pieces as the Mennonite view (nos. 3586 
and 2493), and one of those (no. 2493) was written by the 
Lutheran schoolmaster, John Adam Eyer! 

The lack of identification of individual artists becomes 
grievous and absurd when two paragraphs are spent in 
contrasting the religious positions of nos. 2845 and 4449, 
yet both were done by the same artist. The names on each 
piece are not the artists but the recipients, both of whom 
were schoolchildren and would have been eight to ten years 
old in the late 1790s. The unnamed schoolmaster in Leacock 
Township who made these Fraktur specifically stated on 
each piece that he had made them for the named 
schoolchildren. Finding the sources of religious texts used in 
Fraktur would be more fruitful than trying to expound upon 
a theological outlook from isolated sentences. 

Despite real problems, whoever arranged for this publi
cation deserves a commendation, for it is always enjoyable 
to have Fraktur accessible to the public. 

-David R. johnson, Newark, Delaware 

A People Apart: Ethnicity and the Mennonite Brethren, 
by John H. Redekop. Winnipeg, Man.; Hillsboro, Kans.: 
Kindred Press, 1987. xi, 198 pages. $8.95 plus $1.00 
shipping and handling (paper). Available from Herald Press, 
616 Walnut Avenue, Scottdale, PA 15683 (distributor). 

A People Apart is a fascinating and provocative study of 
the relationship between faith and ethnicity among the 
Canadian Mennonite Brethren (MB). John H. Redekop, a 
professor of political science at Wilfrid Laurier University, 
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Waterloo, Ontario, and moderator of the Canadian Con
ference of Mennonite Brethren Churches musters a variety of 
empirical and intellectual arguments to contend that the MB 
churches in Canada should change their name to Evangelical 
Anabaptist. He, of course, would be delighted if the MBs in 
the United States would follow suit. 

This is a fascinating treatise because Redekop writes in a 
polemical style that couches his argument in no uncertain 
terms. Gone is the bland, sterile analysis so typical of modern 
social science. In an engaging style that will surely incite both 
friend and foe of the thesis, Redekop boldly presents his 
argument, refutes opposing views, and pleads for action. 
This is indeed a refreshing change from the docile and 
discrete style of analysts whose vested interests are often 
concealed between the lines. Redekop's personal preference 
and bias are obvious. 

A People Apart is provocative because it tackles key 
questions that concern all persons in Mennonite and related 
denominations. What are the ways in which religious 
experience and culture overlap? Is it desirable to merge faith 
and ethnicity? Does the name of a denomination matter? 
What are the benefits and liabilities when the identity of a 
denomination becomes entwined in an ethnic subculture? 
Redekop focuses these issues and provides a bibliographic 
trail for church leaders and scholars who want to pursue the 
questions in other settings. 

In brief, using a variety of supporting data, Redekop 
makes the following arguments: (1) The word Mennonite 
signals a dual set of meanings-religious and ethnic; (2) 
biblical and Anabaptist theology accentuate spiritual, not 
ethnic, realities; (3) denominational leaders should separate 
ethnic and religious identities in the life of the church; (4) 
ethnic baggage symbolized by the word Mennonite excludes 
"nonethnics" and thus distracts from true biblical and 
Anabaptist teaching; (5) use of the denominational name 
Evangelical Anabaptist instead of Mennonite Brethren 
would allow a variety of ethnic traditions to flourish
German, Chinese, French, and Ukrainian; and ( 6) the new 
name would reassert the centrality of Anabaptist theology in 
the life of the denomination. Redekop clarifies that he is not 
on a campaign to exterminate ethnic subcultures nor to 
eradicate Anabaptist heritage; in fact, just the opposite. He 
hopes that his "modest proposal" will allow all peoples to 
celebrate their ethnicity under the label of Evangelical 
Anabaptists and that the new tag will place historic 
Anabaptist concerns at the center of the denomination's 
identity. 

To support his proposal, Redekop gathered data for his 
survey from MB leaders, laity, non-Mennonite university 
students, and students at Mennonite colleges and Bible 
institutes. A census was taken of all 242MB pastors; about 
85 per cent responded. In addition, a haphazard (non
probability) sample of lay members was selected by asking 
pastors to submit names of two ethnic and two nonethnic 
church members. Apart from this haphazard procedure we 
are not informed of the response rate of this sample of laity. 
If 242 pastors each distributed 4 questionnaires, nearly 1,000 
persons would have been included in the sample. However, 
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only 226 nonleadership persons are included in the study; 
this suggests a response rate of 25 per cent, which is 
unacceptably low. 

Moreover, the census of pastors and the nonprobability 
sample of laity were combined together into a group of 600 
MB respondents who provided interesting information but 
who cannot be used as a scientifically representative sample 
of MB church members in Canada. In the combined group 
of MB respondents, 73 per cent were male, 57 per cent had a 
college education, 9 per cent were under 30 years of age, and, 
surprisingly, only 84 per cent said they considered themselves 
to be Mennonite. Although pastors and laity were contrasted 
throughout the analysis, ethnic and nonethnic respondents 
were not compared. For the purposes of this study this 
would have been a more relevant and interesting com
parison. Perhaps the nonethnics like the name Mennonite as 
much or more than the ethnics. 

Redekop's zeal to persuade his readers occasionally 
overwhelms his objectivity as he interprets his data. For 
example, although only 7 per cent of the MB respondents 
said that becoming a Mennonite is determined solely "by 
birth into a Mennonite family," the author concludes that 
"birth into a Mennonite family is seen as the 'usual' way by 
which one becomes a Mennonite" (p. 54). Redekop 
concludes that "the vast majority of MB leaders and laity 
believe Mennonite ethnicity constitutes a problem either 
minor or major" (p. 54). Yet only 10 per cent of the MB 
respondents felt "ethnicity is a major problem for my local 
church," and only 15 per cent thought it is a "major problem 
for my denomination." 

Moreover, merely 9 per cent of the MB respondents want 
to drop the name Mennonite, and only 33 per cent want 
church leaders to "actively address the matter of ethnicity"; 
yet the investigator concludes that "the vast majority of MB 
leaders and laity want conference leadership to study or 
actively address the problem" (p. 54). Redekop cites the 
name change of the Dunkers (German Baptist Brethren) to 
the Church of the Brethren as an example where a name 
change "resulted in a much more open church and major 
growth" (p. 160). That statement is true for the first 
generation of the Church of the Brethren after the name 
change in the first half of the twentieth century. However, 
Redekop has not told the whole story. In recent decades the 
Church of the Brethren has been suffering a serious 
membership decline, which is due in part to an erosion of 
denominational and theological identity-the very con
dition which Redekop's proposal may foster. Such zealous 
conclusions should not detract from the substance of the 
author's serious and defensible proposal, but they do 
illustrate his tendency to tilt the data in ways that support his 
conclusions. The graphic display and layout of the survey 
data in chapter three is poorly designed. Its cluttered and 
unprofessional appearance detracts from the otherwise 
professional tone. 

It is essential that we talk about the relationship between 
religious faith and culture. Other questions germane to the 
discussion were not tapped by Redekop's survey nor included 
in his analysis. What theological meanings, for example, 
does the word Mennonite evoke? This is a critical question 
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which, unfortunately, he does not ask or discuss. In addition 
to stirring up images of quilts and buggies, the word 
Mennonite may symbolize theological notions of non
resistance, peace, simplicity, radical discipleship, and cultural 
separation-all of which may be the very reasons MB 
congregations want to discard the name Mennonite. If, in 
fact, that is the case and if new congregations are rejecting 
Mennonite theology more than Mennonite ethnicity, then a 
cosmetic change in name will surely not rectify the problem. 
The theological water may already be over the dam. It 
would have been useful if the respondents had been asked 
open-ended questions regarding the meaning of the names 
"Mennonite" and "Anabaptist" to determine whether the 
theological content of the two names is indeed different in 
the minds of laity. 

There is a deeper issue at stake here. With its emphasis on 
applying Christian faith to daily life, Anabaptist theology 
over time tends to create cultural expressions of faith
ethnicity. While this is somewhat unique to Anabaptism, 
religious faith of all varieties is carried and expressed in 
cultural forms. Faith does not exist in a cultureless vacuum. 
If Mennonite ethnicity is discarded, it will be replaced with 
some other cultural form-probably the values of the 
dominant host culture. Faith does contextualize itself. Do 
Mennonites want a faith that is expressed in quilts, disaster 
relief sales, and more-with-less cookbooks or in the symbols 
and rituals of the national culture? 

Obviously the term Mennonite evokes ethnic trappings 
which certainly can exclude others and distract from 
evangelical faith, but it also provides powerful roots and a 
social home in contemporary cultures with fewer roots. 
While I agree with the bulk of Redekop's theological 
concerns, I am not persuaded that a name change will 
remedy what may be a more serious underlying theological 
problem-denominational policies and practices that have, 
over time, become untied from their Anabaptist moorings. 
In any event he has raised the right questions in a lively 
format. 

-Donald B. Kraybill, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania 

Anabaptist Hymnal, edited by Clarence Y. Fretz. Hagers
town, Md.: Deutsche Buchhandlung, 1987. [151] pages. 
Music, maps. $5.95 (paperbound). Available from publisher 
(Route 6, Box 327, Hagerstown, MD 21740). 

This book has long been overdue. It is the right time for 
Mennonites to utilize their Swiss Brethren, Mennonite, and 
Hutterite historical traditions. This hymnbook contains 122 
hymns with four-part music in shape notes. The table of 
contents lists twenty-eight topics. The first fifteen hymns 
were written by Anabaptist martyrs; they are followed by 
hymns written by sixteenth-century Anabaptist leaders such 
as Menno Simons, Dirk Philips, Leonard Clock, and Peter 
Riedemann. 

Most of the hymns are taken from the Swiss Brethren's 
Ausbund, the Hutterite Lieder, and the Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference's Unpartheyisches, Gesangbuch. Some hymns 
were not written by Anabaptists or Mennonites but were 
chosen because they had an Anabaptist "flavor." Included 
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among the translators are David Augsburger, Myron 
Augsburger, Elizabeth H. Bender, Amos B. Hoover, and 
John J. Overholt. Martin E. Ressler adapted some of the 
translations to the music provided. Indexes of first lines in 
German and English appear at the end of the hymnal. 

A few suggestions and comments follow. A cappella is 
misspelled on the second page of the preface. No date 
appears at the end of the preface. Menschenkind could have 
been translated as "human Child" rather than "Child of 
Man" (no. 57). The notes are too large in some hymns 
(compare nos. 58 and 60; see also nos. 99, 103, and 109). 
The original Hymns and Tunes indicates that the music of "I 
Owe the Lord a Morning Song" by Lancaster Mennonite 
Amos Herr was composed by the Committee (H. S. Rupp, 
Samuel Shank, Emanuel Suter, C. H. Brunk, and J. S. 
Coffman). The late musicologist, Walter E. Yoder (1889-
1964), told me that A. B. Kolb (1862-1925) heard the music 
of "Christ Who Left His Home in Glory" (no. 39), played 
by a brass band in a dream-and that he spent the remainder 
of the night transcribing the music and composing words to 
accompany the music heard in his dream. 

I devoutly hope many congregations will use this 
Anabaptist Hymnal, for it is indeed a rich collection. 

-]. C. Wenger, Elkhart, Indiana 

Sectarian Childrearing: The Dunkers, 1708-1900, by 
Alvin E. Conner. Gettysburg, Pa.: Brethren Heritage Press, 
1987. xi, 247 pages. Illustrations, portraits, $19.95 (cloth). 
Available from Brethren Heritage Press, 24 Chambersburg 
Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325. 

The author is a member of the Church of the Brethren 
and a practicing pediatrician from Virginia. This book is a 
fascinating attempt to examine the influences and outcomes 
of family life during nearly two hundred years of relative 
cultural stability. During that period few changes were 
occurring both within the church and in the larger American 
society. The frontier was being settled, and the culture was 
devoting energy to issues of survival and maintenance. 
Sectarian Childrearing describes nurture patterns for children 
from within both the family and the larger community. 

The book obviously could not have been written in a 
contemporary, scientific style. Conner did not have the 
luxury of random samples from completed questionnaires or 
interviews. He could not use control groups or videotaped 
replays of family interaction. He was only able to use the 
case study method in a general way by researching rich 
excerpts from diaries of Brethren forebears. He also used 
church records and minutes of Annual Meetings of the 
Church of the Brethren. Through these documents and 
stories the author has formed some interesting conclusions. 

Conner found the milieu of his study to be a highly 
structured but rather congenial one which contributed 
substantially to producing children who became well
adjusted adults. Somewhat surprisingly these children 
seemed to receive a kind of sentimental love more common 
in today's families. This was accomplished without all of 
the contemporary seminars and self-help books on child 
rearing common to today's families. Conner believes even 
though parents may not have given_ outward affection as 

freely as they do today, they demonstrated affection in other 
ways. He also believes children felt needed because each child 
had specific important tasks on the farm. Each child had a 
unique role to play in the survival plan for these early frontier 
families. 

Besides the positive effect of sentimental love and the 
feeling of being needed in the family Conner also believes the 
Brethren emphasis on individual piety was a constructive 
influence on the children. Children developed an under
standing that their relationship with God was a very 
personal one and that salvation was individually derived. 
The emphasis on individual piety also created an environ
ment in which questions of doctrine and polity were worked 
out· along democratic lines. The Quaker-like system of 
bringing "queries" to the Annual Meeting of the Church of 
the Brethren demonstrated this willingness to examine issues 
which arose from year to year. Many of these changes were 
made by the larger church as they were examined by the 
delegates. Members could help to determine the outcome to 
their own practices and standards. 

Even though the Brethren dressed and lived in the same 
plain, austere manner as their Anabaptist "cousins," they did 
not need to submit so actively to the group will, and control 
exerted by the church hierarchy was not so oppressive. 
According to Conner, Brethren families allowed individual 
expression and thus minimized the need for rebellion to a 
greater degree than Mennonite families. This environment 
may also have accounted for their earlier involvement in 
higher education and urban life in addition to their more 
pronounced assimilation into North American culture. 
Undoubtedly the Industrial Revolution also curtailed the 
impact of agrarian life and caused profound and permanent 
changes in childrearing practices. 

Through the poignant use of stories found in diaries and 
other documents Conner illustrates an environment of hard 
work and of deep roots of simplicity, piety, and nonresistant 
love. This served as a powerful model for the children to 
emulate. These values were taught at home and in church 
and were supported by the "extended family" in the church. 
The teaching was apparently not so severe as to alienate the 
children. Punishment was tempered with love. The child 
was valued as an individual. 

While the description itself is believable, I question 
whether a relatively small amount of documentation can 
adequately define a time period this large and a group so 
geographically diverse. Is it really possible to describe the 
average Brethren family during this period in an 
authoritative way? Do the persons quoted by Conner or the 
materials presented by him speak for the majority of 
families? Indeed, the book even has a somewhat nostalgic 
tone. 

It is an intriguing piece of retrospection about an 
important part of our collective history. It suggests that 
children raised in Brethren families during this period were 
part of a positive environment in spite of severe circum
stances. This book is an important contribution to the 
historical literature in the fields of child care and church 
history. 

-Gerald W. Kaufman, Akron, Pennsylvania 
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