
Michael D. Mitchell 

 
Michael D. Mitchell, 68, of Lancaster, PA, Artistic Director of the Fulton 

Theatre, died on Monday, September 22, 2008 at his home surrounded 

by family and friends. 

 
Following his cancer diagnosis, he proclaimed that he was now directing 

the final act of his life and wanted to keep people on the edge of their 

seats& as Michael would have said "Brilliant!" 
 

Born in Tulsa, OK, he was the son of the late Dan Addison and Iva 

Pauline Blackstock Mitchell. 

 
Michael spent his life as a professional director and an educator. He held a Master of Arts 

degree from the University of Oklahoma and had held teaching positions from the University of 

Texas and Oberlin College. During his career, he directed more than 150 productions including 
the world premieres of the musicalization of Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451, Cyrano, the 

highly regarded Treasure and Lightning Rod. Under his 10-year leadership of the Fulton, the 
theatre commissioned and produced nine world premieres. Michael served on the staff of the 

Milwaukee Repertory Theatre; as Executive Director for six years of the Civic Theatre of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana; and in 1987, the Governor of Nebraska named him an Admiral in the 

Nebraska Navy, for outstanding contributions to the cultural life of that state. From 1993-

1999, he was the Artistic Director of the Phoenix Theatre, Arizona's oldest professional arts 
organization. During that time, Phoenix Theatre was consistently recognized for production 

excellence, including five "best production of the year" awards. In 1998, he received an 
Arizona Award for direction of the critically acclaimed production of Ghetto. Michael was also 

guest director for a number of theatres including Skylight Opera (Milwaukee), Theatre Tulsa 
(Oklahoma), Black Theatre Troupe (Arizona) and Nebraska Repertory Theatre.  

 

Michael had served on the Board of the Lancaster Historical Society and as a member of the 
advisory council for the Dean of Arts and Humanities at Millersville University. 

 
He was a member of St. James Episcopal Church. 

 
Surviving is his sister, Patricia Park, Sacramento, CA; three nephews: Richard Park, Michael 

Brandon Park and Matthew Park, all of Phoenix, AZ, and his favorite companion, Barkley. 

 

Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend Michael's Life Celebration Memorial 

service at St. James Episcopal Church, N. Duke & Orange St., Lancaster, PA, on Monday, 
September 29, 2008 at 1:30 PM with Rev. David W. Peck officiating. Interment will be in the 

church's Memorial Garden. Following the service, a tribute to commemorate Michael's work in 
theatre and a reception will be held at the Fulton Theatre, 12 N. Prince St. Friends may call at 

the church on Monday from 12:30 PM until time of service. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be sent to The Michael D. Mitchell Artistic Endowment, c/o The Fulton 

Theatre, P.O. Box 1865, Lancaster, PA 17608-1865. 
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