
 Campfire Curriculums™

Directions 
 

These directions may already be included within your guidebook itself, but we 
wanted to include a separate download here, since they can often be overlooked.  

This also includes the most up-to-date information for everything. 
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https://campfirecurriculums.com/links/ 

You  have quick access to your LINKS pages within your account tab on our site, too!  
From your account, click on "Membership" for an additional way to quickly access your LINKS pages.

!!!ALERT!!! 

For the  most up-to-date links throughout the unit, use the QR code or URL below to go to our "LINKS PAGE."  

On the LINKS page, we will also keep our sources , potential Scope/Sequence, book lists, and shopping lists, etc!

QR CODE FOR THOSE WHO PREFER TO ACCESS LINKS IN THIS WAY:
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!!!DO NOT SKIP THIS!!! 

We highly encourage you to watch at least the first 15 minutes of 
the video at the link/qr code below.  It explains exactly how these 
units work, which guidebooks to print (if any), how to use it with 
children of wide age ranges, or with an only child (etc)… 

Basically, it shows you everything.  We would not recommend 
continuing before watching this video.  See link or QR code below:

https://campfirecurriculums.com/how_to/ 
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This is the way a regular unit lesson flows (holidays may vary slightly): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main lesson portion with all styles of 
learning incorporated.  Often taught 
in living book format (this is something 
that sounds like a story but is actually a 
teaching lesson in disguise).  This 
method helps with memory retention, 
attention span, enjoyment, and 
engagement for the student (as 
opposed to textbook learning where 
information is frequently not 
absorbed or dumped). 
 (10-15 minutes total) 

Optional activities or games.  
We give quite a few, so you 
can pick and choose which 
one (if any) you want to do. 
We often include options 
that are quick and can be 
done with items from around 
the home, and we ALSO 
provide options for those 
who want to go all out.  It fits 
every family style, so choose 
whichever you’d prefer! 
(5 min +) 

Think Tanks (for developing 
critical thinking and deep family 
discussion) and Faith Talks (for 
growth in the Lord) 
 (10 minutes) 

Potential SYW [Skip if You Want] pages 
These are the pages that allow you to go 
even deeper only IF you want.  If not, skip 
them altogether!  They’re just a bonus for 
extra learning and not at all required. 
 (10 minutes) 

Core Connections Companion 
Flip to this when the lesson ends if 
you want to tie this unit topic to all 
your core school subjects equally. 
For those who use this as an elective 
in addition to their other core 
curriculum, feel free to use the Core 
Connections Companion or skip 
over it.  For those who choose to 
use this for their core or those who 
want extra elective hours, use as 
much of this book as you’d like!  We 
currently include it free of charge as 
a gift, so enjoy it however you’d like!  
(variable) 

If you’d like to use as an extracurricular, set 
a timer to 30 minutes.  Stop when the buzzer 

goes off and pick it up again the next day! 

No printing required.  Use digitally, if preferred! 
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Welcome to your journey.  We are so excited you’re here!  Every lesson will be ready for you as you open 
your guidebook. In most units, you don’t need to prepare anything for the lessons (this can be dependent 
on the unit study topic, of course).  If any lessons require more than what can be found around the house, 
we will provide the shopping list on our LINKS page. 
 
Our Campfire Method uses a living book format.  We have seen incredible results with this for all 
students!  For more details on this, you can go here: https://campfirecurriculums.com/livingbook/ 
 
Grab your family, have everybody sit around the campfire, car, kitchen table, or wherever... and let’s get 
ready to start! These units are EXTREMELY flexible.  You have three options (we will list them below): 
 

OPTION #1	Most Basic: Complete the regular lesson as-is.  Only 20-30 minutes a day, and 
YOU ARE DONE.  Set the timer for 20-30 minutes, and when it goes off, stop for the 
day!  Within that time, you get incredible depth (but not too much that it’s overwhelming).  You 
can do it after dinner, with your morning basket, with “Dad” or even while riding through town or 
at the in-laws!  Pick it up again the next day wherever you left off.  It’s easy; it’s open-and-go; it’s 
simple and fantastic.  This is ideal for those using this as an extracurricular. 

 

OPTION #2	Middle of the road: If you WANT even deeper insight into the facts, learning, and 
skill or career, then complete as many of the “SYW (Skip if You Want)” pages as you’d 
like!  SYW Pages contain extra information.  These optional SYW sections are not required, but 
they definitely add to the insight!  The amount of SYW Pages per lesson/unit fluctuates.   
Sometimes mini units and holiday units do not have SYW pages. 
 

ADVANCED GUIDEBOOK: Recommended for high school & adult 
GROWING GUIDEBOOK Recommended for elementary and middle school 
EARLY GUIDEBOOK Recommended for pre-readers up to 1st grade 
CORE CONNECTIONS COMPANION  Includes all ages, core school subject connections! 

These are just guidelines. Mix and match however best fits your family! 
 

There is no teacher’s manual.  This curriculum was created for the whole family to come together and learn together. 
 

WRITTEN DIRECTIONS 

What’s the difference between the guidebooks?  See here: www.CampfireCurriculums.com/colorcoding 
 
If you do not go to the link referenced directly above, you will be doubling your work by feeling like you need to read 
through and compare each guidebook and figure out what to print.  You don’t have to do that!  This is open-and-go, 
and we made it easy!  We HIGHLY encourage you to visit this link: www.CampfireCurriculums.com/colorcoding before 
beginning, so it all makes sense! 
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OPTION #3	All in: As a courtesy, we included interdisciplinary and cross-curricular teaching 
approaches, so that you can use this to cover other core school subjects (except math).  These 
Core Connections are currently added for free, as a gift, and will be found in the Core 
Connections Companion.  This is perfect not only for the parents who like to use the units to bring 
together all school subjects equally, but also for the parents of high schoolers who are looking for 
ways to add hours for their elective credits.  All school grades are covered within the Core 
Connections Companion, so you only need to use one, regardless of the age range of your 
children.  Your regular guidebook will say something along the lines of, “Stop now.  Your main 
lesson is over.  Now it is time to open up your Core Connections Companion.”  You can choose to 
use the Core Connections Companion or skip it.  You can also choose to bind it together with 
your regular guidebook (if printing) or bind it separately.  It is flexible to your desires.  See more 
on Core Connections: https://campfirecurriculums.com/core_connections/ 

 
 
AND FINALLY… 
We are careful to provide a variety of handicraft and activity options to match each family’s preferred 
style.  Some of our activities in our units use only a paper and pencil; some go all out and teach you to 
suture a wounded animal or tap a tree; some take 30 seconds; some take 10 or 20 minutes.  We are 
intentional in giving you OPTIONS.  You never feel overwhelmed with “having” to do an activity that is 
too long.  You also never feel underwhelmed by not having “enough.”  We also make sure the activities 
reinforce the lesson while also encouraging family connection.  Basically, we offer it all…and then, we let 
you CHOOSE between them. 
 
Before beginning a lesson, we recommend setting a timer for 30 minutes (or however long you’d like).  
When the timer goes off, STOP THE LESSON—even if you aren’t finished.  The next day, you can finish 
the lesson, and then stop when it is over.  You can start a new lesson another day after that.  If you are 
using this as core, then set the clock to whatever time you would like and follow the same setup. 

 
Have fun!  Get to know your family better.  Get to know yourself better.  Get to know God better.  …And 
maybe have some S’mores.  We sincerely hope you enjoy your Campfire Sessions! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pages in the 
GROWING/ADVANCED Guidebook 

do not need to be printed unless 
desired.  All written activities can be 
done on the student’s own notebook 
paper (and saved in a memorabilia 
folder), depending on the family’s 

desires. 
 
 

OLDER STUDENTS 
OFTEN LOVE THE 
ACTIVITIES IN THE 

EARLY LEARNER 
GUIDEBOOK, SO YOU 
MIGHT WANT TO SKIM 

THOSE FOR FUN! 
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DIRECTIONS (EARLY LEARNER GUIDEBOOK) 
1. Read the previous pages first, and then come back here. 

 
2. This guidebook is like a pre-reader activity pack intended to help keep little hands busy and 

minds focused on the topic while the rest of the family completes their lessons. That is the 
purpose of this Guidebook.  We believe this is the most ideal way for the youngest children to 
grow and to be involved with the family. If you would rather have Early Learners do their activities 
afterward or even on a separate day, that’s okay, too!  Do it however it works best for your family.  
Many older children also happen to enjoy many activities within these guidebooks, depending on 
the unit, so always check them out! 
 

3. We keep the Early Learner pages as a separate download (as opposed to part of the other 
Guidebooks) for a few reasons: 
 

• Some parents prefer to print Early Learner pages on thicker paper, so it helps to have it 
separated 

• Some young children appreciate having their own “guidebook” 
• Not everyone has pre-readers, so this packet is optional 

 
4. If there are older children in the family, you will all sit around as a family and complete your 

regular lessons [from Growing – Advanced guidebooks].  During this time, the Early Learner can 
be completing the additional activity from their guidebook.  They will also hear what the older 
family members are reading and/or discussing and will absorb as much as their little minds want 
them to.  They do not have any reading portions in their guidebook since they are not at the 
proper reading age.   
 

5. As a courtesy, we do include a “pre-summary” and “recap” that you can read to your Early 
Learner before/after the lesson.  This is merely extra reinforcement of lesson content and to help 
prepare their little minds for learning.  This is completely optional. 

 
6. Feel free to print the Early Learner guidebook and combine it with your own, if it’s easier for you 

to navigate that way (many parents keep it separate, but many merge the two together). 
 

7. We highly encourage letting Early Learners engage as much as possible with the rest of the 
family. Our little ones learn so much for doing and observing, and just being made a part of 
things. Most importantly, you will be making memories! 
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WAIT… WHERE ARE THE WORKSHEETS???  IS THIS ALL JUST A LOT OF READING? 

Learning Styles / CAMPFIRE METHOD 
Every person in the world has a unique learning style.  Charlotte Mason was an advocate of educating the “whole 
person,” and the Campfire Method does the same.  You will not see “worksheet” learning in our units.  
“Worksheets” only focus on one style of learning (the writing), and they don’t do it well.  It is not an effective way 
to gauge progress when used almost exclusively.   
 
Instead, within our units you will see a FULL education for your family, as shown below.  The Campfire Method 
utilizes all forms of teaching and learning: auditory, verbal, reading, writing, experiential, tactile, kinesthetic, visual, 
and more.  So rather than seeing a lot of “read this then fill in the blank,” you will see things like, “Pause here and 
touch that,” or “Take a break from reading really quickly and DO this or that.”  You might see a prompt for “look at 
this” or “listen to that” or “speak” or “journal in a notebook.”  It is all very carefully and strategically laid out for you so 
that you do not have to prepare or know what to do.  It is open and go!  What at first may seems like “just reading” 
(because you can’t find the worksheets) turns out to be a full learning experience! 
 
While all activities in the unit are optional, we highly encourage notetaking on your own piece of paper/notebook. 

KINESTHETIC: Uses large muscle groups, gets the blood flowing, and requires whole body movement. This is 
typically an activity that requires not remaining in your seat.  

TACTILE: Uses smaller muscle groups and deals more with touch. IE: “Touch the horse mane and dog fur to 
feel the difference” or “Touch the part of the diagram that is associated.” This can also include passing an item 
around to be smelled or discussed, playing with playdough, etc.  

AUDITORY/VERBAL: We join these two because they are often a combined learning style. This learning style 
can include oral narration, dictation, discussion out loud, hearing a story read out loud, or reading a story out loud. 
This can also include poetry or music (hearing or singing along). This does NOT include standard reading as in a 
textbook lesson or encyclopedia.  

READING/WRITING: This is traditional teaching through written facts and concepts. Reading the concept or 
having the student write down summations of what was learned. This is also going to include the “non-living story” 
reading portions of the lesson.  

VISUAL: This includes seeing things in person, in picture, or in video. It includes visual diagrams and illustrations, 
color coding, and bolding. It also includes drawing.  

EXPERIENTIAL: This can include having the student complete an activity that the contributor had us complete 
ourselves during our time job shadowing. It can include having the student do an activity that the contributor does 
themselves as part of their career field/skill/etc. It can also include critical thinking. It can also include imagination, 
such as understanding what the professional is going through or must go through for his/her career.  

There are more learning styles and sub-categories such as math/logic/intrapersonal/interpersonal, etc. However, we 
decided to stick to the major styles like those above, to help simplify.  
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