
Richard Critz 

 
Richard Critz, 86, of 406 Red Oak Drive, Manheim, PA died peacefully at his home on Tuesday, 

November 18th, 2008.  

 

Born in Starkville, MS to parents, E. Lucile Ferguson and Harry Critz, Richard was a devoted 
husband to the late Carolyn Herrick for 57 years. 

 

Richard attended Northwestern University in Chicago, IL and was to be the pupil of the late 
Rachmaninoff until he was called upon to serve his country. Richard flew for the U.S. Army Air 

Corps as a B-24 bomber pilot in World War II. He earned the Distinguished Flying Cross for his 

participation in daring raids over Ploesti and the Brenner Pass.  

 
Richard earned an architecture degree from Yale University, and later a Masters in Divinity 

from Drew University. He served his community as a pastor and church architect, and was the 

founding editor of Your Church Magazine. He was a tireless author with many completed works 
of fiction and non-fiction. 

 
Richard was a celebrated classical pianist, having recorded an album in 2003. He last played in 

a presentation by "The Three Octogenarians" this spring along with Barbara Monyer and Nancy 
Somerfield. He was a master of gardening, with his former home in Rosemont, PA receiving 

numerous honors for its collection of over 5,000 species of plants.  

 
He is survived by his daughter, Martha Decembrino of Sinking Spring, PA; his son, Carl H. 

Critz of Danville, CA; and his two grandsons, Carl P. and Kenneth Critz of Smithfield, RI. 
 

Friends and relatives are cordially invited to a memorial service for Richard that will be held on 
Sunday, December 7, 2008 at 4:00 PM at Hoffer Auditorium at Pleasant View Retirement 

Community, 544 North Penryn Road, Manheim, PA 17545. In lieu of flowers, friends may 

donate to the benevolent fund of Pleasant View. Arrangements by Spence Funeral Services, 
Manheim, PA.  
 


